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BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT MAYOR & COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING ● AGENDA 
Clement V. Sommers Municipal Building 
910 Oceanport Way, Oceanport, NJ 07757 

 
OCTOBER 16, 2025 at 7:00 PM 

 
1. Call to Order 

2. Statement of Compliance with Open Public Meetings Act: This meeting complies with the Open Public Meetings 
Act by adequate and electronic notification on January 5, 2025 of this meeting and its location, date and time to the 
Asbury Park Press and Two River Times and by the posting of same on the municipal bulletin board and Borough’s 
Web Site.  

3. Flag Salute, Statement to the Public: Often times it may appear that the Mayor & Council take action with very little 
comment and in many cases by unanimous vote. Many items are of routine business that are placed on a Consent 
Agenda as they do not require additional discussion. Items not of a routine nature are first listed for discussion at a 
Workshop meeting prior to being listed for action at a Regular Meeting. Where appropriate, items are referred to a 
Council Committee for further study and investigation before being returned with a recommendation for the full 
Council to consider. The members of the Borough Council work via committees along with the Mayor, Borough Clerk 
and Administration to assure that the members fully understand the matter. There are occasions where matters are 
presented to the Mayor & Council for discussion and action at the same meeting when of a timely nature.  

4. Roll Call 

5. Proclamation- Halloween Curfew 2025 

   Proclamation- Halloween Curfew  

6. PUBLIC COMMENT - Action Items Only: At this time, comments are invited on action items only. Upon being 
recognized by the Mayor, anyone wishing to address the Governing Body, please state your name and address. No 
member of the public may address or question individual Governing Body members or administration. Although 
public participation is welcomed and encouraged, the governing body may, through the Mayor or presiding officer, 
terminate remarks to and/or by any individual not keeping with the conduct of a proper and efficient meeting. The 
Borough bears no responsibility for comments made by members of the public. In order to permit the fair and orderly 
expression of public comment, questions from the public will be responded to, if feasible, after the public comment 
portion of the meeting is closed. 

7. Administrator's Report 

   Discussion: Best Practices Survey and Shore Regional Transportation Costs 

8. Clerk's Report 

9. Consent Agenda: All items listed under Consent Agenda, are considered routine by the Borough Council and will be 
enacted by one motion in the form listed below. There will not be separate discussion of these items.. If discussion is 
desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda by request of the Council member and considered 
separately. There will be one motion for all items listed.  

   Resolution #2025-270 - Payment of Bills 

   Resolution #2025-271 - Awarding a Contract for Land Development Consulting Services - 
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Boat House 

   Resolution #2025-272 - Adopting Job Descriptions for Borough Employees 

   Resolution #2025-273 - Authorizing a Cooperative Pricing Agreement With The Monmouth-
Ocean Educational Services Commission 

   Resolution #2025-274 - Resolution Requesting Waiver of 390-19(F) - 92 Main Street 

   Resolution #2025-275 - Authorizing an Application to the State of NJ Dept of Treasury for 
Funding of Gatta Community Park Improvements 

   Resolution #2025-276 - Awarding Contract to Fiore Paving for 2025 Road Program 

   Resolution #2025-277 - Appointing Joseph Teresi as Class II Special Law Enforcement 
Officer 

10. Minutes 

   Mayor & Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 6-5-25 

   Mayor & Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 7-17-25 

   Mayor & Council Regular Meeting Minutes 7-17-25 

   Mayor & Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 8-21-25 

   Mayor & Council Regular Meeting Minutes  8-21-25 

   Mayor & Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 9-4-25 

   Mayor & Council Regular Meeting Minutes 9-18-25 

11. Council Standing Committee Reports 

   Councilman Deerin -  Parks & Recreation  

   Councilman Gallo - Public Works & Engineering  

   Councilman Keeshen - Public Safety 

   Councilman O'Brien - Finance & Administration  

   Councilwoman Manna - Health & Human Services  

   Councilwoman Cooper - Planning & Development  

12. Mayor Tvrdik's Report 

13. Public Comments 

14. Adjourn to Executive Session 

 14.1. Resolution #2025-278 - Authorizing an Executive Session, October 16, 2025 - Matters Relating to the 
Employment Relationship 

15. Return from Executive Session 

16. Adjournment 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF 
BILL LIST FOR OCTOBER 16, 2025 

 
 
Resolution #2025-270 
10/16/2025 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body has considered the payment of said bills as set 
forth at its public meeting of October 16, 2025. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council that the bills be paid as on the attached 
bill list for $652,073.85 
 

CERTIFICATION OF FUNDS 
 

I, Catherine D. LaPorta, Chief Financial Officer, of the Borough of Oceanport do hereby 
certify that funds are available for the purpose stated herein. 
 

 

  
 
Motion:               Second:  
 

ROLL CALL YES NO  ABSTAIN   ABSENT   
Deerin  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Gallo  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Keeshen (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Manna               (  )        (   )        (  )            (   ) 
O’Brien  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Cooper  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Tvrdik              (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 

 
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution #2025-270 
approved by the Oceanport Borough Council at the 
Regular Meeting held October 16, 2025   
     
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 

 

 

 
CATHERINE D. LaPORTA, CFO 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT 
AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR LAND DEVELOPMENT 

CONSULTING SERVICES – CONSTRUCTION OF BOATHOUSE 
AT BLACKBERRY BAY PARK BETWEEN INSITE ENTERPRISES 

AND THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT 
Resolution #2025-271     
10/16/25 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Oceanport is a duly organized Municipal Corporation (hereinafter referred to as “Borough”) having 
principal offices at 910 Oceanport Way, Oceanport, New Jersey 07757; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Oceanport has need of land development consulting services for the construction of a boathouse at 

Blackberry Bay Park and the Purchasing Agent has recommended appointment of InSite Enterprises, 1955 Route 34, Wall, NJ 07719;  
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough has determined that the value of the services will exceed $17,500.00 and desires to make the 

appointment by means of a non-fair and open contract pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 19:44A-20.B; and 
 

WHEREAS, InSite Enterprises, 1955 Route 34, Wall, NJ 07719  has completed and submitted a Business Entity Disclosure 
Certification and Political Disclosure pursuant with P.L. 2023, c.20; and 

 
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Oceanport, County of Monmouth, State of 

New Jersey that: 
 

1. InSite Enterprises, 1955 Route 34, Wall, NJ  is hereby appointed to provide portable land development consulting 
services for the construction of a boathouse at Blackberry Bay Park for calendar year 2025 for an amount not to exceed 
Seventeen Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty Dollars ($17,850.00). 

2. The Purchasing Agent is hereby authorized to contract for services on behalf of the Borough of Oceanport subject to the 
availability of funds encumbered by purchase order on an as needed basis pursuant with N.J.A.C. 5:30-5.4 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Business Disclosure Entity Certification and Political Contribution Disclosure Form be placed 

on file with the Borough Clerk with said contract. 
 
 

Motion:               Second:  
 

ROLL CALL YES NO  ABSTAIN   ABSENT   
Deerin  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Gallo  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Keeshen (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Manna               (  )         (  )        (  )             (  ) 
O’Brien  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Cooper  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Tvrdik              (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 

 
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution #2025-271   
approved by the Oceanport Borough Council at the Regular 
Meeting held October 16, 2025. 
       
  
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 

 
 
 
 

Page 30 of 202



Page 31 of 202



Page 32 of 202



Page 33 of 202



Page 34 of 202



Page 35 of 202



Page 36 of 202



Page 37 of 202



Page 38 of 202



Page 39 of 202



Page 40 of 202



Page 41 of 202



Page 42 of 202



Page 43 of 202



Page 44 of 202



RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT ADOPTING 
JOB DESCRIPTIONS FOR ALL EMPLOYMENT POSITIONS 

 
 
Resolution #2025-272       
10/16/2025 
 
 WHEREAS, the Governing Body of the Borough of Oceanport adopted Ordinance 
No. 1114 amending Chapter 72, Officers and Employees, Article II Personnel Policies, 
Section 72-6 delineating responsibility for enforcement of personnel policies and creating 
Section 72-7 entitled Job Descriptions; and 
 
 WHEREAS, pursuant to the requirements of Ordinance No. 1114, the Borough 
Council of the Borough of Oceanport is charged with adopting  job descriptions for all 
employment positions within the Borough; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Business Administrator has recommended that the Borough Council 
approved the attached Job Descriptions for both the benefit of the Borough as an employer 
and the Borough’s employees. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Oceanport that the attached job descriptions are incorporated by reference and adopted 
by the Mayor and Council. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the attached job descriptions shall be retained by 
the Borough Administrator and are available for inspection and/or review by Borough 
employees. 
 

Motion:               Second:  
 
ROLL CALL YES NO  ABSTAIN   ABSENT   
Deerin  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Gallo  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Keeshen (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Manna               (  )         (  )           (  )             (  ) 
O’Brien (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Cooper (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Tvrdik                (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 

 
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution 
#2025-272  approved by the Oceanport 
Borough Council at the Regular Meeting 
held October 16, 2025   
       
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT, COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, STATE OF 
NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT TO ENTER INTO A COOPERATIVE 

PRICING AGREEMENT WITH THE MONMOUTH-OCEAN EDUCATIONAL SEERVICES 
COMMISSION 

 
 Resolution 2025-273   
10/16/2025 
 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11 (5) authorizes contracting units to establish a Cooperative Pricing 
System and to enter into Cooperative Pricing Agreements for its administration; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Monmouth-Ocean Educational Services Commission (MOESC), hereinafter 
referred to as the “Lead Agency " has offered voluntary participation in a Cooperative Pricing System for 
the purchase of goods and services;  
 

WHEREAS, on October 2, 2025, the governing body of the Borough of Oceanport, County of 
Monmouth, State of New Jersey, pursuant to N.J.A.C 5:34-7.6 (a), duly considered participation in a 
Cooperative Pricing System for the provision and performance of goods and services; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Oceanport that: 
 
1. This RESOLUTION shall be known and may be cited as the Cooperative Pricing Resolution of the 
Monmouth-Ocean Educational Services Commission (MOESC), 
 
2. Pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11(5) and  N.J.A.C 5:34-7.6 (a), the Borough 
Administrator is hereby authorized to enter into a Cooperative Pricing Agreement with Monmouth-
Ocean Educational Services Commission (MOESC), the Lead Agency. 
 
3. The Lead Agency shall comply with the Public School Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-1 et seq.) 
and all other provisions of the revised statutes of the State of New Jersey. 
 
4. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon passage. 
 
Motion:   Second:  
 
ROLL CALL YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT  I certify this to be a true copy of 
Deerin  (   ) (   ) (   )  (   )  Resolution #2025-273 approved by  
Gallo  (   ) (   ) (   )  (   )  the Oceanport Borough Council at the 
Keeshen (   ) (   ) (   )  (   )  Regular Meeting held on October 16,  
Manna  (   ) (   )      (   )  (   )  2025  
O’Brien  (   ) (   ) (   )  (   )       
Cooper  (   ) (   ) (   )  (   )       
Tvrdik  (   ) (   ) (   )  (   )        
         
        _____________________________ 

    STEPHANIE KRAMER   
    ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT 
AUTHORIZING A WAIVER OF §390-17(F) ACCESSORY STRUCTURES FOR 92 MAIN STREET 

 
Resolution #2025-274 
10/16/25 

WHEREAS, resident Jorge Irribarren of 92 Main Street desires to install retaining wall within the Borough's right of ways 
along the Main Street frontages of his property in order to maintain the lawn; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Irribarren intends to apply for a Zoning approval for the project but for the requirement of §390-17(F) 
Improvements shall not be placed or constructed within the Borough’s right-of-way, i.e., sprinkler heads, decorative mailbox 
columns, pillars, fencing and any curbing, specialty or otherwise, such as Belgian block, not part of an approved development 
plan, a Borough road-improvement program or a right-of-way not having curbing without written permission from the Borough 
Council. Such items that are placed in the Borough rights-of-way shall not be the responsibility of the Borough should they be 
damaged, whether it be by snow plowing or otherwise, 

 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Oceanport that a waiver of 

Borough Code §390-17(F) for the proposed retaining wall proposed for 92 Main Street is hereby authorized subject to the 
following conditions: 

 
1. Property Owner(s) accepting full responsibility for the construction maintenance or failure of the proposed 

improvement and all existing improvements currently placed within the Borough’s right of ways. 

2. The Property Owner(s) entering into a hold harmless agreement with the Borough of Oceanport agreeing to release, 
indemnify and hold the Borough harmless from any loss damage or liability, including Attorney Fees and expenses of 
litigation or otherwise stemming from the performance, installation, maintenance, failure or existence of the work to 
be performed at that site. 

3. Subject to the application and issuance of a Street Opening Permit from the Borough Clerk's Office if necessary. 

 
 
 
Motion:               Second:  
 
ROLL CALL YES NO  ABSTAIN   ABSENT   
Deerin  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Gallo  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Keeshen               (  )          (  )          (  )     (  ) 
Manna                  (  )         (  )           (  )             (  ) 
O’Brien               (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Cooper         (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Tvrdik                (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 

 
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution #2025-274  
approved by the Oceanport Borough Council at the 
Regular Meeting held October 16, 2025  
      
  
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT 
COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 

AUTHORIZING AN APPLICATION TO THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY 
FOR FUNDING OF PROPOSED PROJECT PURSUANT WITH P.L. 2018, C. 33 (C.5:12A-16) FOR MARIA 

GATTA COMMUNITY PARK IMPROVEMENTS 

Resolution #2025-275       
10/16/25 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant with P.L. 2018, c.33 (C.5:12A-16), Taxation of sums received by casinos, 

racetracks, the Borough of Oceanport is entitled to a percentage of sums actually received by the horse 
racing permit holder from any sports wagering operation less sums paid out as winnings to patrons and 
other taxes paid to the State General Fund; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant with P.L. 2018, c. 33 (C.5:12A-16) the Department of the Treasury shall 
establish an account for each eligible municipality and shall ensure that the amounts generated from the 
racetrack shall only be distributed to the municipality in which the majority of the racetrack is located with 
0.75 percent paid to the municipality upon application by the municipality to the Department of Treasury 
with those amounts used for economic development purposes which shall include, but not be limited to, 
improvements to: transportation and infrastructure, tourism, public safety, and properties located on or 
near the racetrack; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Oceanport desires to make application for its percentage of sums for 
the purpose of its continuing improvements to Maria Gatta Community Park including but not limited to 
walkways, restrooms, utilities (water/sewer/electric), concession stands and perimeter fencing to deter 
vandalism; and 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body feels strongly that the improvements to this park will encourage 
greater community use, attract and draw people to the area for sporting tournaments thereby bringing 
greater exposure to Monmouth Park Racetrack located directly across the street and increasing the use 
of its racing and betting facilities, restaurants, mini-golf and other services, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of Oceanport, 

County of Monmouth, New Jersey that the Borough Administrator is hereby authorized to submit an 
application for funding of the continuing improvements to the Maria Gatta Community Park project to 
the State of New Jersey Department of Treasury pursuant with P.L. 2018, c.33 (C.5:12A-16) et seq. 

 
 
 

Motion:               Second:  
 

ROLL CALL YES NO  ABSTAIN   ABSENT   
Deerin  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Gallo  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Keeshen (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Manna               (  )         (  )        (  )             (  ) 
O’Brien  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Cooper  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Tvrdik              (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 

 
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution #2025-275    
approved by the Oceanport Borough Council at the Regular 
Meeting held October 16, 2025.    
      
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY  
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION 

 
Application by Municipality or County for Sports Wagering Taxes for Economic Development 

Consistent with the provisions of P.L. 2018, c. 130, which modified P.L. 2018, c.33, the tax of 
1.25 percent paid to the State General Fund on amounts received from a sports wagering 
operation shall be distributed by the Department of the Treasury (“Treasury”) upon application 
by a municipality or county.  According to the statute, this revenue shall only be distributed to 
the municipality in which the majority of the racetrack (as based upon square footage) is 
located and to the county in which the racetrack is located or to an economic development 
authority of that municipality and county.  The funds must be used for economic development 
purposes, which shall include, but not be limited to, improvements to: transportation and 
infrastructure, tourism, public safety, and properties located on or near the racetrack.   

The Department of the Treasury has established an account for each eligible municipality and 
county and shall ensure that the amounts generated from the racetrack shall only be distributed to 
the municipality in which the majority of the racetrack is located and county in which the 
racetrack is located.  As per the statute, 0.75 percent shall be paid to the municipality and 0.5 
percent shall be paid to the county.   

Note:  Amounts generated from the Meadowlands racetrack shall be paid into the intermunicipal 
account, established pursuant to section 53 of P.L.2015, c.19 (C.5:10A-53), and used to pay 
Meadowlands adjustment payments to municipalities in the Meadowlands district.  This 
application form is not to be used for municipalities in the Meadowlands district. 

Key Dates 

Beginning October 6, 2025, an eligible municipality or county may apply through Treasury’s 
Division of Administration for such funds received by Treasury pursuant to N.J.S.A. 5:12A-16 to 
be used for economic development purposes.  The eligible municipality or county must decide 
which project or projects to pursue if multiple projects are proposed or considered.  The eligible 
municipality or county must: 

• Complete this application form and submit the completed form to Treasury by 
November 10, 2025;  

• Pass a municipal or county resolution to formalize a request of funding for economic 
development projects, certifying that the project(s) meet the statutory criteria set forth in 
N.J.S.A. 5:12A-16 as improvements to: transportation and infrastructure, tourism, public 
safety, and properties located on or near the racetrack.  A copy of the resolution must be 
attached to the application form submitted to Treasury; and 

• Acknowledge that any future requests for funding will require a certification that any 
funds received previously under this statute were expended only for qualifying economic 
development projects. 

By December 8, 2025, Treasury shall review all application forms received, and confirm that the 
applicant certifies that the projects proposed meet the statutory criteria pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
5:12A-16 or request that the applicant amend the application form to include a certification 
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regarding qualifying projects.  Once Treasury is satisfied that one of these two criteria are met, 
Treasury shall issue payment to the applicant for an amount to cover expected costs for 
qualifying projects.  Any funds not requested or distributed in a given calendar year shall carry 
into subsequent years.  Distributed funds not utilized for proposed projects as part of an annual 
application (for example if the project is completed for less than estimated costs or if the 
proposed project cannot be started or completed) may be used by the applicant for other 
qualifying expenses, in future years.  The applicant shall notify Treasury of any reduction in 
expenditure, and include supporting documentation of a change (i.e. change order) prior to the 
reallocation of unexpended funds to another qualifying project.  An applicant shall not proceed 
with a reallocation of funds absent written authorization from Treasury’s Division of 
Administration.     

Questions and Additional Information 

Any questions regarding the application or this program should be addressed to the Department 
of the Treasury, Division of Administration at NJSportsWagering.Application@treas.nj.gov. 
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY  
DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION 

 
Municipal or County Application for Sports Wagering Taxes for Economic Development 

 

Name of Municipality or County__________________________________________________________ 

Primary contact for Municipality/County or Economic Development 
Authority______________________ 

Primary contact phone____________________   

Primary contact e-mail_________________________________________ 

Alternate contact person for Municipality/County or Economic Development 
Authority______________________ 

Alternate contact phone____________________   

Alternate contact e-mail_________________________________________ 

Federal ID Number_________________  Mailing Address______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Description of project(s).  Please include a brief summary of the total cost of the project(s), the amount of 
funds requested, the anticipated completion date, and who will be managing the project (Executive or 
EDA) in table or narrative form.  Attach additional sheets if required.  Please attach a copy of the 
municipal/county resolution approving this request for funds.  
 
On behalf of __________________________________[name municipality/county], I hereby apply for 
funds collected in FY______ from the 1.25 percent tax on sports wagering operations pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
5:12A-16.  I certify that all such funds shall be used for economic development purposes solely as set forth 
in the description above, which shall include, but not be limited to, improvements to: transportation and 
infrastructure, tourism, public safety, and properties located on or near the racetrack.  I further certify that, 
any funds received previously under this statute were expended only for qualifying economic development 
projects. 

 
Name of County/Municipal Executive___________________________________  

Signature of County/Municipal Executive________________________________  Date__________ 

 
Name of County/Municipal Contact_____________________________________  

Signature of County/Municipal Contact__________________________________  Date__________ 

 

This application and all supporting documentation may be subject to release under the OPRA without 
further notice;  Applicants are encourages to keep copies of this application and supporting documentation 
on file for a period of seven (7) years following grant award. 
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57 NJR 10(1) 
October 6, 2025 

Filed September 12, 2025 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

TREASURY-GENERAL 

DIVISION OF ADMINISTRATION 

Notice of Availability of Funds 

Economic Development Grant for Municipalities and Counties Impacted by Horse Racing 

Sports Wagering 

 

Take notice that, in compliance with N.J.S.A. 52:14-34.4, 34.5, and 34.6 (P.L. 1987, c. 

7), the Department of the Treasury, Division of Administration (Division), hereby publishes a 

notice of availability of funds. 

Name of program: Economic Development Grant for Municipalities and Counties Impacted by 

Horse Racing Sports Wagering. 

Purposes for which grant funds shall be used: Pursuant to P.L. 2018, c. 130 (codified as 

N.J.S.A. 5:12A-16), 1.25 percent of the tax imposed on amounts received from horse racing 

sports wagering operations is to be distributed by the Department of the Treasury, upon 

application, to any municipality (0.75 percent) and county (0.50 percent), or an economic 

development authority of that municipality or county, in which the majority of a racetrack is 

located.  The funds must be used to support economic development of that municipality or 

county, which shall include, but not be limited to, improvements to: transportation and 

infrastructure, tourism, public safety, and properties located on or near the racetrack.   
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Amount of funding available: 

Freehold Raceway:     Monmouth Park: 

Total:          $119,363.00    Total:          $256,874.00 

County:       $47,745.20    County:       $102,749.60 

Municipal:  $71,617.80    Municipal:  $154,124.40 

Groups or entities that may apply: Any municipality or county, or an economic development 

authority of that municipality or county, in which the majority of a racetrack is located and sports 

wagering has occurred. 

Qualifications needed by applicant to be considered for a grant: The existence of the 

majority of a racetrack in a municipality or county in which sports wagering has occurred.  

Procedure for eligible entities to apply for funds: Qualified applicants must complete and 

submit an application outlining relevant use of the funds, consistent with program requirements, 

within the timeframes outlined.    

The address of the Division receiving the application: 

State of New Jersey 

Department of the Treasury 

PO Box 211 

Trenton, NJ  08625 

 

Eligible governmental entities may obtain a copy of the application from the New Jersey 

Department of the Treasury, Administration Division website on or after October 6, 2025, at 

9:00 A.M.   Paper applications are available by emailing: 

NJSportsWageringApplication@treas.nj.gov. 
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Deadline by which applications must be submitted:  Applications must be submitted by 

November 10, 2025.   

Date by which applicants shall be notified whether they will receive funds pursuant to the 

grant program:  December 8, 2025.  
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT 
AWARDING A CONTRACT FOR THE 2025 ROAD PROGRAM BETWEEN THE BOROUGH OF 

OCEANPORT AND FIORE PAVING CO., INC. 
 

Resolution #2024-276 
10/16/24 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Oceanport advertised for bids for the 2025 Road Program; and 
 

WHEREAS, the said bid solicitation process was effectuated in accordance with prevailing provision of the Local 
Public Contracts Law, pursuant to N.J.S.A 40A:11-1 et seq.; and 

 
WHEREAS, in response to the subject bid solicitations process, the Borough of Oceanport received six (3) bids; 

and 

WHEREAS, the lowest responsible bid submitted by Fiore Paving Co., Inc. of Oceanport, New Jersey hereinafter 
referred to as “Contractor” was as follows: 

Base Bid                           $708,555.06 
Add Alternate Bid A          $143,941.28 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Engineer's recommendation is to award the Base Bid and Alternate Bid A a contract total in 

the sum of Eight Hundred Fifty Two Thousand Four Hundred Ninety Six Dollars and thirty-four cents ($852,496.34); and 

WHEREAS, the Contractor has complied with the mandatory requirements of N.J.S.A. 40A:11-23.2; and 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Oceanport as follows: 
 

1. That the Borough of Oceanport is hereby authorized to award the 2025 Road Program, Base Bid and Alternate Bid A 
to Fiore Paving Co., Inc. subject to the conditions set forth herein. 

2. That said Contract shall be in the total sum of Eight Hundred Fifty Two Thousand Four Hundred Ninety Six 
Dollars and thirty-four cents ($852,496.34) That the within award of Contract shall be contingent upon the 
Contractor submitting an Appropriate Performance Security, which guarantees shall be approved as to form by 
the Borough Attorney. 

3. Subject to approval of the NJ Department of Transportation. 
4. Subject to the availability of funds and certification of funds by the CFO. 
5. That the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to sign any and all documents necessary to effectuate the intentions 

of the within Resolution - including but not limited to the Contract subject to the review of said Contract by the 
Borough Attorney. 

CERTIFICATION OF FUNDS 
As required by N.J.A.C. 5:34-5.1 et seq., and any other applicable requirement, I, Catherine D. LaPorta, Chief Financial Officer of the 
Borough of Oceanport, certify that there are sufficient uncommitted funds available in Account # 01-201-44-900-910 in the amount of 
$852,496.34 for the stated purpose. 

         
 

                                                                                                                                                  ___________________________  
             Catherine LaPorta, CFO 
Motion:               Second:  
 

ROLL CALL YES NO  ABSTAIN   ABSENT   
Deerin  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Gallo  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Keeshen (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Manna               (  )        (   )        (  )            (   ) 
O’Brien  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Cooper  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Tvrdik              (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 

 
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution #2025-276 
approved by the Oceanport Borough Council at the 
Regular Meeting held October 16, 2025   
     
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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101 Crawfords Corner Road 

Suite 3400  

Holmdel New Jersey 07733 

Main: 877 627 3772 

http://colliersengineering.com 

 

 

 

October 10, 2025 

 

VIA EMAIL  

 

 

 

Mayor and Council Members 

Borough of Oceanport 

910 Oceanport Way 

P.O. Box 370 

Oceanport, NJ  07757 

  

Recommendation of Award 

2025 Road Program 

Borough of Oceanport, Monmouth County, New Jersey 

Colliers Engineering & Design Project No.: OPB-0196 

 

Dear Mayor and Council Members, 

 

Bids for the above-referenced project were received at the Borough Hall on Thursday, October 19, 

2025, at 11:00 A.M.  A total of three (3) bids were received at the bid opening.  Seacoast Construction 

Inc., Inc. a mathematical error in their calculation of Alternate A Bid Item #16.  This does not affect the 

order of the bidders. 

 

The results of the bidders at the bid opening are as follows: 

*Mathematical Error  

 

We have reviewed the bid package submitted by Fiore Paving Co., Inc. and the bid to be in order. We 

have worked with this contractor and know that they are experienced and qualified for performing 

this type of work. 

  

Subject to approval from the Borough Attorney and verification that funds are available for 

construction, Colliers Engineering & Design, Inc. recommends that the Borough award a contract to 

Fiore Paving Co., Inc. for the Base Bids and Alternate Bid A Proposals in the amount of $852,496.34. 

 

BIDDERS 
BASE BID 

PROPOSAL A 

BASE BID 

PROPOSAL B 
ALTERNATE 

BID A  

TOTAL BASE BIDS 

+ ALTERNATE BID 

A  

Fiore Paving Co., Inc. $343,488.19 $365,066.87 $143,941.28 $852,496.34 

L & L Paving Co., Inc. $380,000.00 $428,000.00 $145,000.00 $953,000.00 

Seacoast Construction Inc. $450,879.45 $546,951.26 $187,304.44* $1,185,135.15 
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Project No. OPB-0196 

October 10, 2025 

Page 2 | 2 

 

We have enclosed a bid tabulation for review by you and the Borough Attorney. In accordance with 

the Local Public Contracts Law, the Award of Contract must be made within sixty (60) days from the 

date of opening of the bids.  The original bids were dropped off yesterday to the Borough Clerk. 

 

Should you have any questions or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to 

contact me directly. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Colliers Engineering & Design, Inc. 

 
William H. R. White, III, PE, PP, CME, CFM, CPWM      

Oceanport Borough Engineer 
 

WHW/ 

Enclosures  

cc:   Donna Phelps, Borough Administrator (w/bid tab via email) 

Stephanie Kramer, Acting Borough Clerk (w/bid tab via email) 

Katie LaPorta, CFO (w/bid tab via email) 

Andrew Bayer, Esq. (w/bid tab via email) 

 

 
R:\Projects\M-P\Opb\OPB0196\Correspondence\OUT\251010_whw_Trvdik_Recommendation of Award.docx 

Page 129 of 202



 101 Crawfords Corner Road, Suite 3400

Holmdel, NJ  07733

T: 732.383.1950  F: 732.383.1984

www.colliersengineering.com

2025 Road Program

Borough of Oceanport, Monmouth County, NJ William H. R. White, III, PE, PP, CME, CFM, CPWM

Project # OPB-0196 N.J. P.E. License No. 24GE03826300

Bid Opening Thursday, October 9, 2025, 11:00 AM 

Item # Quanity Unit Unit Price Amount Unit Price Amount Unit Price Amount

1 1 LS 19,500.00$     19,500.00$            2,120.89$       2,120.89$         9,500.00$              9,500.00$              

2 1 LS 82,500.00$     82,500.00$            30,000.00$     30,000.00$       17,500.00$            17,500.00$            

3 25 UN 0.01$               0.25$                      0.01$               0.25$                 0.01$                      0.25$                      

4 30 UN 0.01$               0.30$                      0.01$               0.30$                 0.01$                      0.30$                      

5 80 UN 0.01$               0.80$                      0.01$               0.80$                 0.01$                      0.80$                      

6 100 SF 0.01$               1.00$                      0.01$               1.00$                 0.01$                      1.00$                      

7 1 ALL 20,000.00$     20,000.00$            20,000.00$     20,000.00$       20,000.00$            20,000.00$            

8 10 UN 0.01$               0.10$                      0.01$               0.10$                 0.01$                      0.10$                      

9 300 DOLLAR 1.00$               300.00$                  1.00$               300.00$             1.00$                      300.00$                 

10 600 DOLLAR 1.00$               600.00$                  1.00$               600.00$             1.00$                      600.00$                 

11 1,163 CY 0.01$               11.63$                    40.00$            46,520.00$       50.00$                    58,150.00$            

12 357 SY 6.00$               2,142.00$               3.00$               1,071.00$         30.00$                    10,710.00$            

13 3,838 SY 0.01$               38.38$                    10.00$            38,380.00$       12.00$                    46,056.00$            

14 1,152 TON 80.00$            92,160.00$            92.00$            105,984.00$     100.00$                 115,200.00$          

15 462 TON 90.00$            41,580.00$            96.00$            44,352.00$       120.00$                 55,440.00$            

16 36 GAL 0.01$               0.36$                      0.01$               0.36$                 36.00$                    1,296.00$              

17 909 LF 0.01$               9.09$                      2.00$               1,818.00$         1.50$                      1,363.50$              

18 49 SY 28.00$            1,372.00$               35.00$            1,715.00$         65.00$                    3,185.00$              

19 20 SY 0.01$               0.20$                      100.00$          2,000.00$         270.00$                 5,400.00$              

20 5 UN 0.01$               0.05$                      0.01$               0.05$                 350.00$                 1,750.00$              

21 5 UN 400.00$          2,000.00$               400.00$          2,000.00$         500.00$                 2,500.00$              

22 10 UN 400.00$          4,000.00$               400.00$          4,000.00$         900.00$                 9,000.00$              

23 40 LF 150.00$          6,000.00$               145.00$          5,800.00$         145.00$                 5,800.00$              

24 1,817 LF 37.00$            67,229.00$            36.00$            65,412.00$       32.00$                    58,144.00$            

25 1,359 LF 0.84$               1,141.56$               0.75$               1,019.25$         1.50$                      2,038.50$              

26 90 LF 5.04$               453.60$                  8.00$               720.00$             9.00$                      810.00$                 

27 44 SF 55.00$            2,420.00$               35.00$            1,540.00$         45.00$                    1,980.00$              

28 929 SY 0.01$               9.29$                      4.00$               3,716.00$         12.00$                    11,148.00$            

29 929 SY 0.01$               9.29$                      0.50$               464.50$             12.00$                    11,148.00$            

30 929 SY 0.01$               9.29$                      0.50$               464.50$             2.00$                      1,858.00$              

HOT MIX ASPHALT DRIVEWAY, 3-1/2" THICK

RESET EXISTING PAVERS

RESET MANHOLE, SANITARY SEWER, USING EXISTING CASTING

HOT MIX ASPHALT 19.M64 BASE COURSE, 5" THICK

HOT MIX ASPHALT 9.5M64 SURFACE COURSE, 2" THICK

Oceanport, NJ 07757 Farmingdale, NJ 07727

L+L Paving Co., Inc.

HMA MILLING, 3" OR LESS

DENSE GRADED AGGREGATE BASE COURSE, 6" THICK

TACK COAT

POLYMERIZED JOINT ADHESIVE

Seacoast Construction Inc.

DRUM

PROPOSAL A: PORT AU PECK AVENUE

MOBILIZATION

CLEARING SITE

BREAKAWAY BARRICADE

89 Yellowbrook Rd.4 Fiore Court 15 Addington Court

East Brunswick, NJ 08816

Fiore Paving Co., Inc.

Project Name: 

City, State

UNIFORMED TRAFFIC DIRECTOR

ESTIMATE OF QUANTITIES

Description

CONSTRUCTION SIGNS

INLET FILTER, TYPE 2

FUEL PRICE ADJUSTMENT

ASPHALT PRICE ADJUSTMENT

ROADWAY EXCAVATION, UNCLASSIFIED

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the bids received on 

October 9, 2025.

TRAFFIC CONES

BICYCLE SAFE GRATE (IF AND WHERE DIRECTED)

CURB PIECE, TYPE 'N' ECO

15" HIGH DENSITY POLYETHYLENE PIPE

8" X 18" CONCRETE VERTICAL CURB

TRAFFIC STRIPES, 4" 

TRAFFIC MARKINGS LINES, 24"

REGULATORY AND WARNING SIGN

TOPSOILING, 4" THICK

FERTILIZING AND SEEDING, TYPE A-4

STRAW MULCHING

C:\Users\wwhite\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\4H2W34OL\251008_BidTallySheet 10/10/2025 Page 1 |3
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 101 Crawfords Corner Road, Suite 3400

Holmdel, NJ  07733

T: 732.383.1950  F: 732.383.1984

www.colliersengineering.comBid Opening Thursday, October 9, 2025, 11:00 AM 

Oceanport, NJ 07757 Farmingdale, NJ 07727

L+L Paving Co., Inc. Seacoast Construction Inc.

89 Yellowbrook Rd.4 Fiore Court 15 Addington Court

East Brunswick, NJ 08816

Fiore Paving Co., Inc.

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the bids received on 

October 9, 2025.

1 1 LS 16,000.00$     16,000.00$            1,526.38$       1,526.38$         7,500.00$              7,500.00$              

2 1 LS 21,600.00$     21,600.00$            32,000.00$     32,000.00$       38,244.00$            38,244.00$            

3 25 UN 0.01$               0.25$                      0.01$               0.25$                 0.01$                      0.25$                      

4 30 UN 0.01$               0.30$                      0.01$               0.30$                 0.01$                      0.30$                      

5 80 UN 0.01$               0.80$                      0.01$               0.80$                 0.01$                      0.80$                      

6 100 SF 0.01$               1.00$                      0.01$               1.00$                 0.01$                      1.00$                      

7 1 ALL 15,000.00$     15,000.00$            15,000.00$     15,000.00$       15,000.00$            15,000.00$            

8 300 DOL 1.00$               300.00$                  1.00$               300.00$             1.00$                      300.00$                 

9 500 DOL 1.00$               500.00$                  1.00$               500.00$             1.00$                      500.00$                 

10 11 UN 0.01$               0.11$                      0.01$               0.11$                 0.01$                      0.11$                      

11 762 CY 0.01$               7.62$                      40.00$            30,480.00$       50.00$                    38,100.00$            

12 1,252 SY 5.00$               6,260.00$               3.00$               3,756.00$         10.00$                    12,520.00$            

13 1,633 SY 6.00$               9,798.00$               3.50$               5,715.50$         12.00$                    19,596.00$            

14 3,683 SY 0.01$               36.83$                    10.00$            36,830.00$       12.00$                    44,196.00$            

15 493 TON 100.00$          49,300.00$            92.00$            45,356.00$       100.00$                 49,300.00$            

16 197 TON 106.00$          20,882.00$            92.00$            18,124.00$       100.00$                 19,700.00$            

17 560 TON 106.00$          59,360.00$            96.00$            53,760.00$       115.00$                 64,400.00$            

18 291 GAL 0.01$               2.91$                      0.01$               2.91$                 4.00$                      1,164.00$              

19 1,776 LF 0.01$               17.76$                    1.00$               1,776.00$         1.00$                      1,776.00$              

20 2 UN 0.01$               0.02$                      0.01$               0.02$                 350.00$                 700.00$                 

21 4 UN 4,000.00$       16,000.00$            4,500.00$       18,000.00$       7,250.00$              29,000.00$            

22 1 UN 1,500.00$       1,500.00$               2,199.98$       2,199.98$         3,000.00$              3,000.00$              

23 2 UN 0.01$               0.02$                      300.00$          600.00$             350.00$                 700.00$                 

24 2 UN 400.00$          800.00$                  400.00$          800.00$             500.00$                 1,000.00$              

25 3 UN 400.00$          1,200.00$               400.00$          1,200.00$         800.00$                 2,400.00$              

26 68 LF 100.00$          6,800.00$               145.00$          9,860.00$         150.00$                 10,200.00$            

27 61 SY 100.00$          6,100.00$               100.00$          6,100.00$         270.00$                 16,470.00$            

28 111 SY 28.00$            3,108.00$               35.00$            3,885.00$         65.00$                    7,215.00$              

29 42 SY 10.00$            420.00$                  10.00$            420.00$             45.00$                    1,890.00$              

30 456 SY 90.00$            41,040.00$            105.00$          47,880.00$       99.00$                    45,144.00$            

31 3 SY 250.00$          750.00$                  400.00$          1,200.00$         500.00$                 1,500.00$              

32 2,229 LF 37.00$            82,473.00$            36.00$            80,244.00$       32.00$                    71,328.00$            

33 1,449 LF 0.84$               1,217.16$               0.75$               1,086.75$         1.20$                      1,738.80$              

34 110 LF 5.04$               554.40$                  8.00$               880.00$             7.20$                      792.00$                 

35 2 UN 2,000.00$       4,000.00$               1,200.00$       2,400.00$         5,500.00$              11,000.00$            

36 1,223 SY 0.01$               12.23$                    4.00$               4,892.00$         12.00$                    14,676.00$            

37 1,223 SY 0.01$               12.23$                    0.50$               611.50$             12.00$                    14,676.00$            

38 1,223 SY 0.01$               12.23$                    0.50$               611.50$             1.00$                      1,223.00$              

ASPHALT PRICE ADJUSTMENT

INLET FILTER, TYPE 2

ROADWAY EXCAVATION, UNCLASSIFIED

HMA MILLING, 3" OR LESS

HMA MILLING, 3" TO 6"

DENSE-GRADED AGGREGATE, BASE COURSE, 6" THICK

HOT MIX ASPHALT 19M64 BASE COURSE, 4" THICK

HOT MIX ASPHALT 19M64 BASE COURSE, 2" THICK

HOT MIX ASPHALT 9.5M64 SURFACE COURSE, 2" THICK

TACK COAT

POLYMERIZED JOINT ADHESIVE

RESET MANHOLE, SANITARY SEWER, USING EXISTING CASTING

INLET, TYPE 'B' 

8" X 18" CONCRETE VERTICAL CURB

PROPOSAL B: PORT AU PECK SIDEWALK, AUSABLE AVENUE, & MANITTO PLACE

MOBILIZATION

CLEARING SITE

BREAKAWAY BARRICADE

DRUM

TRAFFIC CONES

UNIFORMED TRAFFIC DIRECTOR

CONSTRUCTION SIGNS

FUEL PRICE ADJUSTMENT

DETECTABLE WARNING SURFACE

RECONSTRUCTED INLET, TYPE E, USING NEW CASTING

RESET EXISTING CASTING

BICYCLE SAFE GRATE

CURB PIECE, TYPE 'N' ECO

15" HIGH DENSITY POLYETHYLENE PIPE

RESET EXISTING PAVERS

HOT MIX ASPHALT DRIVEWAY, 3-1/2" THICK

GRAVEL DRIVEWAY RESTORATION

CONCRETE SIDEWALK, 4" THICK

STRAW MULCHING

FERTILIZING AND SEEDING, TYPE A-4

TOPSOILING, 4" THICK

TREE REMOVAL, 12" TO 24" DIAMETER

TRAFFIC MARKINGS LINES, 24"

TRAFFIC STRIPES, 4"

C:\Users\wwhite\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\4H2W34OL\251008_BidTallySheet 10/10/2025 Page 2 |3
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 101 Crawfords Corner Road, Suite 3400

Holmdel, NJ  07733

T: 732.383.1950  F: 732.383.1984

www.colliersengineering.com

Bid Opening Thursday, October 9, 2025, 11:00 AM 

Oceanport, NJ 07757 Farmingdale, NJ 07727

L+L Paving Co., Inc. Seacoast Construction Inc.

89 Yellowbrook Rd.4 Fiore Court 15 Addington Court

East Brunswick, NJ 08816

Fiore Paving Co., Inc.

I hereby certify that this is a true copy of the bids received on 

October 9, 2025.

1 1 LS 16,000.00$     16,000.00$            1,175.96$       1,175.96$         5,000.00$              5,000.00$              

2 1 LS 17,800.00$     17,800.00$            7,100.00$       7,100.00$         9,750.00$              9,750.00$              

3 25 UN 0.01$               0.25$                      0.01$               0.25$                 0.01$                      0.25$                      

4 30 UN 0.01$               0.30$                      0.01$               0.30$                 0.01$                      0.30$                      

5 80 UN 0.01$               0.80$                      0.01$               0.80$                 0.01$                      0.80$                      

6 100 SF 0.01$               1.00$                      0.01$               1.00$                 0.01$                      1.00$                      

7 300 DOL 1.00$               300.00$                  1.00$               300.00$             1.00$                      300.00$                 

8 400 DOL 1.00$               400.00$                  1.00$               400.00$             1.00$                      400.00$                 

9 9 UN 0.01$               0.09$                      0.01$               0.09$                 0.01$                      0.09$                      

10 7,522 SY 2.85$               21,437.70$            3.00$               22,566.00$       6.00$                      45,132.00$            

11 754 SY 0.01$               7.54$                      10.00$            7,540.00$         12.00$                    9,048.00$              

12 184 TON 60.00$            11,040.00$            92.00$            16,928.00$       100.00$                 18,400.00$            

13 905 TON 85.00$            76,925.00$            96.00$            86,880.00$       104.00$                 94,120.00$            

14 754 GAL 0.01$               7.54$                      0.01$               7.54$                 4.00$                      3,016.00$              

15 2,100 LF 0.01$               21.00$                    1.00$               2,100.00$         1.00$                      2,100.00$              

16 6 UN 0.01$               0.06$                      0.01$               0.06$                 6.00$                      36.00$                   

343,488.19$          380,000.00$    450,879.45$         

365,066.87$          428,000.00$    546,951.26$         

143,941.28$          145,000.00$    187,304.44$         

 852,496.34$          953,000.00$    1,185,135.15$      

TOTAL PROPOSAL A PRICE

TOTAL ADD ALTERNATE A PRICE

TOTAL PROPOSAL B PRICE

TOTAL PROPOSAL A PRICE + PROPOSAL B PRICE + ADD ALTERNATE A PRICE

ASPHALT PRICE ADJUSTMENT

ALTERNATE A: BURNTMILL CIRCLE

DENSE-GRADED AGGREGATE, BASE COURSE, 6" THICK

HOT MIX ASPHALT 19M64 BASE COURSE, 4" THICK

HOT MIX ASPHALT 9.5M64 SURFACE COURSE, 2" THICK

TACK COAT

POLYMERIZED JOINT ADHESIVE

RESET MANHOLE, SANITARY SEWER, USING EXISTING CASTING

MOBILIZATION

CLEARING SITE

BREAKAWAY BARRICADE

DRUM

TRAFFIC CONES

CONSTRUCTION SIGNS

FUEL PRICE ADJUSTMENT

INLET FILTER, TYPE 2

HMA MILLING, 3" OR LESS

C:\Users\wwhite\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.Outlook\4H2W34OL\251008_BidTallySheet 10/10/2025 Page 3 |3
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BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT  

APPOINTMENT OF CLASS II SPECIAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICER FOR THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT, 

COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
 
Resolution #2025-277 
10/16/25 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Oceanport, through the Chief of Police has the need for a Class II 
Special Police Officer; and 
 
WHEREAS, Police Chief Gary Grimes has offered a qualified candidate that would be eligible 
for training at the Monmouth County Police Academy for Class II Special Officers starting on 
January 6, 2026; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Monmouth County Police Academy requires that candidates for training be 
appointed to the position prior to registration. 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Oceanport, New Jersey that Joseph Teresi be appointed a Class II Special Officer effective 
October 16, 2025: 
 
 
Motion:               Second:  
 

ROLL CALL YES NO  ABSTAIN   ABSENT   
Deerin  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Gallo  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Keeshen (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Manna               (  )        (   )        (  )            (   ) 
O’Brien  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Cooper  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Tvrdik              (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 

 
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution #2025-277 
approved by the Oceanport Borough Council at the 
Regular Meeting held October 16, 2025   
     
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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AGREEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING 
 
 This Agreement is made this _______ day of ______________________, 20__, 

in the Borough of Oceanport, County of Monmouth and State of New Jersey between the 

Borough of Oceanport and   ________________________________________ residing 

at  ____________________________________ (hereinafter referred to as 

“APPLICANT”).   

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Oceanport utilizes the services of Special Law 

Enforcement Officers Class II within the Police Department; and, 

 WHEREAS, Special Law Enforcement Officers Class II must be properly trained 

in accordance with the regulations as promulgated by State Statute and the 

Administrative Code of the State of New Jersey; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Applicant has made application to serve the Borough of Oceanport 

as a Special Law Enforcement Officer Class II; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Applicant has not been previously certified by the State of New 

Jersey as a Special Law Enforcement Officer Class II and must undergo the training that 

is a prerequisite to such certification; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Oceanport has agreed to sponsor the Applicant’s 

enrollment at the Ocean or Monmouth County Police Academy which, upon successful 

completion, will provide the necessary certification for the Applicant to engage as a 

Special Law Enforcement Officer Class II in the State of New Jersey; and, 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSETH, that for and in 

consideration of the sum of ONE DOLLAR ($1.00) and other good and valuable 

consideration each to the other in hand paid and the keeping of the mutual covenants 

and agreements set forth in this agreement, it is mutually agreed as follows: 

1.  The Borough of Oceanport shall provide sponsorship and funding for the 

Applicant to attend the Ocean or Monmouth County Police Academy in a course 

prescribed for certification as a Special Law Enforcement Officer Class II. 
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2.  The Applicant certifies and represents: 

                (a)  the information supplied in their Application and through their background 

investigation is true and accurate to the best of their knowledge and belief; 

                (b)  he/she will, at all times, faithfully, industriously, and to the best of his/her 

ability perform all of the duties that may be required from him/her during the certification 

program including, but not limited to attendance, classroom training, practical training and 

physical training. 

      (c) he/she is aware that continued enrollment in the Ocean or Monmouth 

County Police Academy and possible employment are conditioned upon receiving a 

passing score on both the Physical Training Mid-Test and the Physical Training Final 

Examination and any other required examination. 

3.  Notwithstanding anything stated herein to the contrary, the within Agreement is 

neither expressly made, nor should it be construed as any type of employment contract 

or promise of employment between the Borough of Oceanport and the Applicant.  The 

Applicant acknowledges that there is no entitlement to a position upon the completion of 

the necessary training. 

4.  The Applicant acknowledges and agrees that they are attending the training 

voluntarily for their own personal and professional enhancement and that such 

acknowledgement is made freely and without pressure or coercion, whether directly or 

indirectly, from the Borough of Oceanport or any of its representatives or agents. 

5.  The Applicant acknowledges and agrees that no employment wage or 

compensation of any type is due and owing for any time spent in training, including 

required in-service or field training. 

6.  The Applicant acknowledges and agrees that he/she will be responsible for the 

cost of any/all uniforms and equipment needed for the academy.  

7.  This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding of the parties concerning 

the subject matter contained herein. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have hereunto set their hands and seals the 

day and year first above written. 

 
 
__________________________  __________________________________ 
WITNESS     BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT 
      By:  Donna Phelps, Borough Administrator 
 
 
 
__________________________  __________________________________ 
WITNESS     APPLICANT 

Page 136 of 202



SLEO II REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT 
 
 This Agreement is made this _______ day of ______________________, 20__, 

in the Borough of Oceanport, County of Monmouth and State of New Jersey between the 

Borough of Oceanport and _________________________________________ 

(hereinafter referred to as “APPLICANT”).   

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Oceanport utilizes the services of Special Law 

Enforcement Officers Class II within the Police Department; and, 

 WHEREAS, Special Law Enforcement Officers Class II must be properly trained 

in accordance with the regulations as promulgated by State Statute and the 

Administrative Code of the State of New Jersey; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Applicant has made application to serve the Borough of Oceanport 

as a Special Law Enforcement Officer Class II; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Applicant has not been previously certified by the State of New 

Jersey as a Special Law Enforcement Officer Class II and must undergo the training that 

is a prerequisite to such certification; and, 

 WHEREAS, the Borough of Oceanport has agreed to sponsor the Applicant’s 

enrollment at the Ocean or Monmouth County Police Academy which, upon successful 

completion, will provide the necessary certification for the Applicant to engage as a 

Special Law Enforcement Officer Class II in the State of New Jersey; and, 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Oceanport, as a prerequisite to such Applicant’s 

admission and continuing enrollment in the program, must expend monetary sums on 

behalf of the Applicant for uniforms, ammunition, testing, and other equipment; and, 

 WHEREAS, applicants, in the past, have voluntarily separated from the Borough 

of Oceanport once they have received their certifications to work as Special  
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Law Enforcement Officers Class II resulting in a financial and personnel loss to the 

Borough of Oceanport; and, 

 WHEREAS, it is the intention of the Borough of Oceanport to establish a policy 

setting forth those circumstances that shall require the Applicant to reimburse the 

Borough of Oceanport for such expenses as hereinbefore described. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSETH, that for and in 

consideration of the sum of ONE DOLLAR ($1.00) and other good and valuable 

consideration each to the other in hand paid and the keeping of the mutual covenants 

and agreements set forth in this agreement, it is mutually agreed as follows: 

1.  The Borough of Oceanport shall provide funding for the Applicant to attend the 

Ocean or Monmouth County Police Academy in the course prescribed for certification as 

a Special Law Enforcement Officer Class II. 

2.  During the certification program, should the Applicant voluntarily separate, other 

than due to illness or injury, or should the Applicant voluntarily separate from employment 

after certification has been obtained at any time prior to December 31st, 2026. Applicant 

shall be responsible to repay those expenses incurred by the Borough of Oceanport, both 

prior to and during the certification program.  Such reimbursement for the Applicant shall 

be the sum of $2,500.00, which the Applicant acknowledges is fair, just and reasonable.  

Reimbursement shall be made to the Borough of Oceanport before an Applicant is 

considered resigned in good standing but, in any event shall be made no later than thirty 

(30) days after separation, unless otherwise modified by the Borough of Oceanport. 

3.  Should it become necessary for the Borough of Oceanport, or someone on their 

behalf, to incur costs and expenses to retain the services of an attorney to enforce this 

Agreement, applicant agrees to pay those reasonable costs and attorneys fees thereby 

expended. 

4.  This Agreement constitutes the entire understanding of the parties concerning 

the subject matter contained herein and is entered into voluntarily.  No modification of any 

provision shall be valid and the same may not be terminated or abandoned except by an 

agreement signed by the parties to this Agreement. 
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have hereunto set their hands and seals the 

day and year first above written. 

 
 
 
      ___________________________________ 
      BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT 
      By: GARY J, GRIMES, Chief of Police 
 
 
 
      
      ___________________________________ 
      APPLICANT 
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BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT MAYOR & COUNCIL 
MINUTES ● WORKSHOP 
Clement V. Sommers Municipal Building 
910 Oceanport Way, Oceanport, NJ 07757 

 
JUNE 5, 2025 at 7:00 PM 

 

1. Meeting Called to Order:   

2. Statement of Compliance with Open Public Meetings Act:   

3. Flag Salute, Statement to the Public:   

4. Roll Call:  
STATUS NAME, TITLE ARRIVED 
PRESENT: Councilman Bryan Keeshen 

Councilman Michael O'Brien 
Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
Councilman William Deerin 
Councilwomen Kara Manna 
Mayor Thomas Tvrdik 

 

ABSENT: Councilman Richard Gallo  
 
ALSO PRESENT: Stephanie Kramer, Deputy Borough Clerk 

Katie Cassidy, Deputy Borough Clerk 
Andrew Bayer, Borough Attorney 
Donna M. Phelps, Administrator 
Catherine D. LaPorta, Chief Financial Officer 

 
  

5. Oath of Office Ceremony- Councilwoman Kara Manna : Mayor Tvrdik invited Councilwoman Kara 
Manna's family up to the floor to support her in taking the Oath of Office. He then congratulated her.   

6. Eagle Scout Presentation- Kyle Nagy:  

Eagle Scout Kyle Nagy appeared before the Mayor and Council to present his proposed Eagle Scout 
project. Mr. Nagy distributed drawings and a written explanation of the project to the governing body. 
He explained that the purpose of the project is to enhance the appearance of the entrance and 
surrounding area of the community garden. 

Mr. Nagy outlined his plans, which include cleaning and preparing the area, securing funding, and 
organizing work plans with the assistance of his troop. He estimated the total cost of the project to be 
approximately $2,000. The scope of work will begin with leveling and grading the topsoil, laying down 
weed barriers, and additional beautification efforts. 
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Mayor Tvrdik suggested that Mr. Nagy consider recognizing the original community garden volunteers 
by including their names on the entrance sign. The Mayor also recommended that Mr. Nagy 
researches plants that are deer-resistant, noting the presence of deer in the area. 

The Council members expressed their full support for the project, stating that it was a fantastic idea 
and that they look forward to seeing the completed improvements.  

  

7. PUBLIC COMMENT - Action Items Only: Mayor Tvrdik opened the meeting to the public for 
comments on action items only. There were no comments from the public. A motion to close the 
public comment portion of the meeting was made by Councilman Deerin and seconded by 
Councilwoman Cooper. The motion carried.  

8. Administrator's Report:  

Borough Administrator Phelps began by welcoming Councilwoman Manna and congratulating her on 
her appointment. Borough Administrator Phelps stated she looks forward to working with 
Councilwoman Manna and encouraged her to reach out at any time for assistance. 

Borough Administrator Donna Phelps reported that an additional reimbursement was received from 
the County in the amount of $90,871.91 for the Myrtle Avenue Road Project. This brings the total 
reimbursement received from the County to just under $740,000. 

Borough Administrator Phelps further reported that the Borough received the 2025 Clean 
Communities Grant in the amount of $17,863.30. 

Borough Administrator Donna Phelps noted that Tim Griffin submitted a grant application to New 
Jersey American Water for the purchase of two cameras for the Fire Department. The grant, in the 
amount of $2,250, was awarded in late May. Borough Administrator Phelps thanked Tim for his 
efforts. 

Borough Administrator Phelps concluded by providing an update on the State Health Benefits 
Program, stating that it continues to experience significant challenges. A recent report from the 
Treasury Department projected a 26% increase in rates for Plan Year 2026, with a cumulative 
increase of 60% over the next four years. While the Borough did experience a rate increase under the 
Central Jersey Health Insurance Fund (CJHIF), it was significantly lower than the projected increases 
under the State plan. CJHIF remains hopeful that rates will remain stable moving forward. 

  

9. Clerk's Report:  

Deputy Clerk Kramer reported that garbage and recycling notices were distributed to all residents 
during the month. The purpose of the notice was to remind residents of the updated pickup schedule. 

She noted that both pickleball and boat ramp sales had increased, which she attributed to the recent 
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holiday weekend. 

Deputy Clerk Kramer informed the governing body that the County Clerk's Office has announced 
early voting for the Primary Election will take place from Tuesday, June 3rd through Sunday, June 
8th. She also shared the designated hours for early voting. 

Additionally, Deputy Clerk Kramer reminded residents that the Monmouth Park Borough box remains 
available for use at no cost and encouraged those interested in reserving it to contact the Clerk’s 
Office. 

There were no questions or comments from the governing body. 

  

10. Consent Agenda: Mayor Tvrdik asked the Council if there were any items that needed to be 
considered separately. There were none. A motion to approve the consent agenda was made by 
Councilman O’Brien and seconded by Councilwoman Cooper. The motion carried.  

 
 

Resolution #2025-156 - Payment of Bills:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
AYES:  Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, 

Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-157 - Authorizing Class III Special Law Enforcement Officers:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, 

Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-158 - Awarding a Contract to the Borja Group:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, 

Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
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Resolution #2025-159 - Granting a Waiver and Authorizing a Street Opening Permit  
:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, 

Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-160 - Appointing Anthony Montagna as Temporary Building 
Inspector 
:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, 

Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-161 - Requesting Approval for Amending the 2025 Municipal 
Budget For Clean Communities Funding:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, 

Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-162 - Appointing Sharon O'Conner as Violations Clerk:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, 

Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-163 - Authorizing Redemption of Tax Sale Cert #24-00008 
:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 

Page 143 of 202



SECONDER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, 

Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-164 - Authorizing Redemption of Tax Sale Cert. #24-00012 
:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, 

Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-165 - Authorizing Preliminary Investigation of Mega Parcel to 
Determine if it Meets Housing and Redevelopment Criteria:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, 

Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-166 - Authorizing Submittal of a Grant Applicaiton and Execution 
of a Grant Contract with NJ Department of Transportation:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, 

Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-167 - Authorizing Bid Opportunity to be Advertised for Purchase 
of a Police Vehicle 
:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, 

Kara Manna 
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NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

11. First Reading Ordinances:  

Councilwoman Cooper introduced Ordinance #1111, entitled "An Ordinance Authorizing the Borough 
to Purchase Block 66, Lot 7.01 and Block 66, Lot 9.01 for Open Space Preservation Purposes." Clerk 
Kramer read the title of the Ordinance into the record. 

Councilwoman Cooper made a motion to approve Ordinance #1111 on first reading, to schedule a 
public hearing for the next regularly scheduled Council meeting, and to advertise the Ordinance in 
accordance with the law. The motion was seconded by Councilman Keeshen. The motion carried. 

  

 
 

Ordinance #1111 Authorizing the Borough to Purchase Block 66, Lot 7.01 and Block 
66, Lot 9.01 for Open Space Reservation Purposes 
:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, 

Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

12. Meeting Minutes:   

 
 

6-5-24 Mayor and Council Workshop Minutes:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

 9-5-24 Mayor and Council Workshop Minutes:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

10-17-24 Mayor and Council Regular Minutes with Resolutions:  
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RESULT: ADOPTED (3 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

11-7-24 Mayor and Council Workshop Minutes:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (3 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

11-7-24 Mayor and Council Regular Minutes:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (3 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

12-5-24 Mayor and Council Workshop Minutes:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

12-17-24 Mayor and Council Regular Minutes:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

13. Discussion Item:   

 
 

Amending Chapter 127 (Animals) and Chapter 390 (Zoning) for the Keeping of 
Poultry or Fowl:  
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Mayor Tvrdik stated that the Oceanport Code does not currently allow chickens. In light of 
rising poultry and egg prices, and following a resident inquiry regarding a possible code 
change to permit chickens, he felt it was worth having a discussion on the matter. 

Councilman O'Brien stated that he had not given the topic much thought but was open to 
hearing arguments from both sides. He acknowledged the potential benefits of keeping 
chickens but wanted to be fully informed before forming an opinion. 

Councilwoman Manna commented that she was generally in favor but would also like to 
hear perspectives from both sides. Councilwoman Cooper expressed a similar sentiment, 
noting her interest in learning more about both the pros and cons. Councilman Deerin 
stated that he did not see a compelling reason to change the existing code. 

Mayor Tvrdik reiterated that he does not have a vote on the matter but shared that he is 
personally opposed to allowing chickens. He advised the Council that if there was interest 
in moving forward with a potential change, including adding specific conditions or 
restrictions, the discussion could be continued. He then opened the floor for public 
comment. 

Roseanne Letson of 50 Deer Path Court, Tinton Falls, addressed the Council. She noted 
that Oceanport had considered this topic over 10 years ago and that she had conducted 
significant research at that time due to her strong opposition. Ms. Letson shared details 
about raising chickens and recounted a negative experience involving a neighbor who kept 
chickens on Branch Avenue. She expressed concern that allowing chickens might not be 
well-received by all residents. 

Following public comment, the Council discussed maintaining the current code as is, 
especially in light of the fact that the resident who initially raised the issue was not present 
to speak. Mayor Tvrdik concluded the discussion by suggesting that the Borough could 
look into how neighboring municipalities are handling the issue for future consideration. 

14. Mayor Tvrdik's Report:  

Mayor Tvrdik congratulated Councilwoman Manna and stated that he looks forward to working with 
her. He reminded residents that recycling collection is now every Wednesday, as noted in the Clerk’s 
report. 

The Mayor commented that the Memorial Day Parade was a great success with a strong turnout. He 
noted the importance of honoring those who lost their lives in service to the country and expressed 
appreciation for the community’s participation. 

Mayor Tvrdik reported that 180 units are under construction behind the Riverwalk. Renovations have 
received certificates of occupancy, with only approximately 30 units remaining to be finalized. He 
thanked and congratulated the Building Department for their efficiency and timely work. He also 
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welcomed the new residents and investors to the community. 

The Mayor announced that Bingo will be held on Saturday night at the First Aid building, with doors 
opening at 6:00 p.m. 

He stated that targeted enforcement zones have been effective, resulting in over 100 court dockets, 
with approximately 70–80 related to motor vehicle violations. 

Mayor Tvrdik reminded everyone that Flag Day will be observed on Saturday, June 14. The 
ceremony will take place at the flagpole in Blackberry Bay Park at 10:00 a.m., during which he will 
deliver a dedication to Ward Coles. 

  

15. Public Comments: Roseann Letson of 50 Deer Path Court in Tinton Falls reminded everyone that 
the 63rd Army Band Concert for free is on July 2, at 6pm at Blackberry Bay and to bring your own 
chairs. She stated that September 11, 2025, will be the special speaker presentation at 7pm at the 
Old Wharf House. The Mayor commented that the band would be playing at Old Wharf Park at 7pm 
that Thursday and asked if we could move the meeting up to 6pm. The council agreed. Chief Grimes 
was asked to come up to the mic by the Mayor to speak about any feedback with the enforcement 
stops. Chief Grimes stated that most individuals took it with stride, and he believes it will be a one-
and-done type of situation. He then mentioned that Friday the 13th is the makeup date for the softball 
game between the fire department and the police. There were no more comments and this section of 
the meeting was closed with Councilman O'Brien making the motion and Councilwoman Cooper 
seconded.  

16. Adjourn to Executive Session:   

 
 

Resolution #2025-168 - Resolution Authorizing an Executive Session, June 5, 2025- 
Matters Relating to Litigation, Negotiations and the Attorney-Client Privilege-
Affordable  :  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, 

Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

17. Return from Executive Session:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
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ABSTAIN: None 
  

18. Adjournment:   
  

Respectfully submitted,   
   
Jeanne Smith 
BOROUGH CLERK 
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BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT MAYOR & COUNCIL 
MINUTES ● WORKSHOP 
Clement V. Sommers Municipal Building 
910 Oceanport Way, Oceanport, NJ 07757 

 
JULY 17, 2025 at 7:00 PM 

 

1. Meeting Called to Order:   

2. Statement of Compliance with Open Public Meetings Act:   

3. Flag Salute, Statement to the Public:   

4. Roll Call:  
STATUS NAME, TITLE ARRIVED 
PRESENT: Councilman Richard Gallo 

Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
Councilman Michael O'Brien 
Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
Councilman William Deerin 
Councilwomen Kara Manna 
Mayor Thomas Tvrdik 

 
 
7:10pm 

ABSENT:   
 
ALSO PRESENT: Stephanie Kramer, Acting Borough Clerk 

Katie Cassidy, Deputy Borough Clerk 
Andrew Bayer, Borough Attorney 
Donna M. Phelps, Administrator 
Catherine D. LaPorta, Chief Financial Officer 

 
  

5. PUBLIC COMMENT - Action Items Only: Mayor Tvrdik asked if there were any comments from the 
public regarding the Action Items on the agenda. Hearing none, a motion to close the Action Item 
comment portion was made by Councilman Deerin and seconded by Councilman Keeshen.  

6. Action Items:  

Mayor Tvrdik asked if there was a motion to approve the resolution Accepting the Resignation of 
Jeanne Smith. Councilman Keeshen made the motion, which was seconded by Councilman Deerin. 

Before the vote, the Mayor opened the floor for any questions or comments regarding the resolution. 
He shared a heartfelt tribute to Jeanne Smith, describing her as both a colleague and a friend, having 
interacted with her over the years as a business owner, resident, and public official. He remarked that 
among the many employees he had worked with, Jeanne stood out for her consistently friendly 
demeanor and dedication to the Borough. Mayor Tvrdik recalled his early days serving as an 
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alternate on the Planning Board, noting that Jeanne was always there to help guide him. He 
recognized her for the many roles she held, including Planning Board Secretary and Borough Clerk, 
and for her exceptional leadership and service through events such as Superstorm Sandy, the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and the daily operations of the Borough over her 18-plus years of public 
service. 

Councilman Deerin added that Jeanne was instrumental in his growth as a public official. He 
acknowledged that while he is not one to focus heavily on rules and regulations, he expressed 
sincere gratitude for her support and guidance, wishing her the very best in her next chapter. 

Councilwoman Cooper echoed the sentiments shared, stating that she has known Jeanne for many 
years and expressed appreciation for her dedicated service to the Borough. She also extended her 
best wishes. 

A roll call vote was then taken. 
 

Mayor Tvrdik asked for a motion to approve the appointment of Stephanie Kramer as Acting Clerk. 
Councilman Deerin made the motion, which was seconded by Councilman Keeshen. 

The Mayor then opened the floor for any comments or questions regarding the appointment. Hearing 
none, he congratulated Ms. Kramer and commended her strong work ethic and dedication to the 
Borough, noting her excellent performance while working alongside Jeanne Smith and other staff. He 
extended his best wishes as she assumes the new role. 

A roll call vote was taken, and the motion carried. 

 
  

 
 

Resolution #2025-192 - Accepting the Resignation of Jeanne Smith:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara 

Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-193 - Appointing Stephanie Kramer as Acting Borough Clerk 
:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara 

Manna 
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NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
\ 

7. Oath of Office Ceremony - Acting Clerk Stephanie Kramer: Stephanie Kramer took her Oath of 
Office and was sworn in.   

8. Administrator's Report:  

Borough Administrator Donna Phelps began her report by recognizing Jeanne for her dedicated 
service to the Governing Body and the residents of the Borough, expressing sincere appreciation for 
her commitment to public service and extending best wishes for the future. She then congratulated 
Stephanie on her appointment as Borough Clerk, commending her outstanding work in maintaining 
the continuity and efficiency of the Clerk’s Office and noting that the promotion was well-deserved. 
She also expressed her appreciation for the continued teamwork with Stephanie, both Kims, and the 
newest addition to the staff, Katie. Administrator Phelps reported that the Final Report for the 2024 
American Rescue Plan Firefighters Grant has been submitted; the Borough was awarded $65,000 
through the RFP submitted on December 4, 2023, which funded the acquisition of a Breathing Air Fill 
Station and Turnout Gear. All equipment has been received, and reimbursement documentation has 
been filed. She went on to thank Stephanie, Bill White, and the Planning Board for their efforts in 
organizing the public hearing required for the 2025 Monmouth County Open Space Grant, held on 
July 8. Katie was commended for completing the draft meeting minutes by noon the following day. 
The grant application for improvements to Blackberry Bay Park was submitted on July 9, ahead of the 
deadline, with a total project cost estimated at $775,000 and a funding request of $500,000. The 
Borough remains hopeful of a favorable outcome. Regarding the Jake’s Law Playground project, she 
reported that the final three documents requested by Green Acres were submitted earlier in the day, 
and upon confirmation that the application is complete, vendors will be notified to initiate construction. 
She also noted that the Borough has received payment from New Jersey American Water Company 
for two grants awarded to the Fire Department, and a resolution to amend the budget to include these 
funds appears in the evening’s agenda. Administrator Phelps informed the Council that New Jersey 
Natural Gas has submitted a petition to the Board of Public Utilities seeking an increase to its Basic 
Gas Supply Service and the Conservation Incentive Program. If approved, the proposed changes 
would result in an approximate $8.98 per month (or 5%) increase for a customer using 100 therms. 
Virtual public hearings are scheduled for Wednesday, August 20, at 4:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m., and 
residents interested in participating may contact her office for access details. Lastly, she 
acknowledged the success of the most recent Music in the Park event, which took place despite 
earlier concerns about the weather. The Soulstirs were a crowd favorite, and the evening was marked 
by enthusiastic community participation. She extended thanks to Kelle Burrough, Councilman Deerin, 
and the Recreation Committee for organizing the well-received event. Administrator Phelps 
concluded her report and welcomed any questions from the Mayor and Council. 

  

9. Clerk's Report: Acting Clerk Kramer first thanked the Mayor and Council for their vote of confidence 
and support during the transition from Deputy Clerk. She commented on how the Borough 
Administrator has been working extra hours with training and Katie, Val and Jason in the financial 

Page 152 of 202



department have been helping too. Acting Clerk Kramer thanked Kim Parent and Kim Jungfer for 
stepping in and helping as well. Acting Clerk Kramer reported that the latest edition of the Borough 
Bulletin has been published. The issue includes updated information on community events, public 
safety announcements, and a message from the Mayor. Hard copies are currently available at 
Borough Hall. She reminded the Council that Monmouth Park's annual Haskell Day event will take 
place on Saturday, July 19th, from 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. She noted that live music would be 
featured during and following the event at Blue Grotto. Acting Clerk Kramer informed the Council that 
the Borough Box would not be available for this event. She extended her thanks to Recreation 
Director Kelle Borough for organizing a recent music event in the park, stating it was a fantastic 
evening. Acting Clerk Kramer informed the Council that Baseline Social has submitted an application 
for an Extension of Premises Permit in connection with an upcoming beer festival scheduled for 
October 4th, from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. She shared the proposed location of the event and noted 
that it would be a ticketed event. Baseline Social has arranged for private security, and Chief Grimes 
has expressed no concerns regarding the event. In conclusion, Acting Clerk Kramer thanked Jeanne 
Smith for her dedication and service to the Borough and extended her best wishes for the future.  

10. Old Business:   

 
 

NONE: 

11. New Business: Mayor Tvrdik noted that there are several resolutions on the agenda for review 
during the current workshop session. These resolutions are scheduled for a vote at the next regular 
meeting, at which time the public will also have an opportunity to provide comment. The Mayor 
highlighted several upcoming changes and developments, including the addition of new members to 
the Fire Department, First Aid Squad, and matters related to tax foreclosure. He addressed a specific 
property issue involving a lot and block where bamboo has encroached onto a neighboring property. 
The property owners have been unresponsive, and as a result, the Borough will proceed with the 
foreclosure process. Upon completion, the Borough will assume responsibility for the property’s 
maintenance. Mayor Tvrdik also referenced a resolution concerning an increase in salary for the 
Court Administrator, following the successful completion of a relevant course. He concluded by 
stating that any questions or further discussion on these items will be addressed at the next regular 
meeting.  

 
 

Resolution - Payment of Bills 
: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing Mayor and Administrator to Execute TWA Applicaitons 
: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate #23-00014: 

 
 

Resolution - Requesting Approval to Amend the 2025 Municipal Budget for NJ 
American Water 
: 

 
 

Resolution - Approving Stephan Molnar Jr. for Oceanport First Aid Membership 
: 

 
 

Resolution - Approving Michael McGhee for Fire Department Member 
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: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing  In Rem Tax Foreclosure of Block 117 Lot 49 Gold Street 
: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing The Purchase & Renewal of The Borough's Spatial Data 
Logic Software 
: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing a Salary Increase for Gianna Tafuri as per the Employment 
Agreement 
: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing Veteran Jamie Leslie Tax Exemption 
: 

 
 

Resolution Authorizing Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate 24-00003 Block 44 Lot 8: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing an MOU with FMERA for Engineering Services - JCP&L 
Electrical Substation 
: 

 
 

Resolution - Amending 2025 Budget for FMERA MOU Replace Army Electrical Grid 
: 

 
 

Resolution - Awarding Contract to Colliers Replacement of Electrical Grid - FMERA 
: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing the Ratification Award of an Emergency Contract for Sink 
Hole Repair and Pipe Replacement on Seneca 
: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing an Increase in the Bid Threshold 
: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing Change Order #2 Final 2023 Road Program Meco Inc.: 

 
 

Resolution - Approving 1st Aid Squad Member Thomas Viscuso 
: 

 
 

Resolution - Approving 1st Aid Squad Member Cassandra Cabrera: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing Participation in the 1033 LESA Program for 2025 
: 

 
 

Resolution - Approving 1st Aid Squad Member Marco Molino: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing Preliminary Investigation of HABcore and Lunch Break 
Projects 
: 

12. Minutes: Mayor Tvrdik informed the Council that they will have an opportunity to review the meeting 
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minutes, if they have not already done so. A vote to approve the minutes will take place during the 
next regular meeting.  

 
 

01-02-2025 Reorganization Minutes 
: 

 
 

04-03-25 Workshop Meeting Minutes: 

13. Mayor Tvrdik's Report: Mayor Tvrdik announced that Skinny Flowers Brewery would be the next 
business opening in Riverwalk, with a ribbon-cutting ceremony scheduled for August 1st at 11:00 AM. 
He also reported that the Borough, in collaboration with Shore Little League and Enzo’s Pizza, 
recently hosted Yankees prospect Rafael Flores. The Mayor praised the success of the Music in the 
Park event organized by Kelle Borough, noting that approximately 120 people attended. He 
recognized the Department of Public Works (DPW) for their full-time support throughout the event. 
Regarding infrastructure updates, Mayor Tvrdik informed the governing body that the River Water 
Reclamation Authority has taken over Boy Scout Park as part of a sewer project connecting 
Oceanport and Monmouth Beach to Raccoon Island. He noted that while installing a new line, a 
machine became lodged underground and could not be retrieved. The machine will remain in place, 
and a bypass will be constructed, causing delays to the project. He stated that the Borough would 
notify nearby residents when active work resumes, which will require 24/7 operations in the park. The 
Mayor has requested that truck operations occur during daytime hours only. He emphasized that the 
project would proceed as planned due to its critical engineering scope. In response to a question from 
Councilman O'Brien regarding potential penalties from Green Acres for project delays, the Mayor 
stated that they would apply for an extension and is awaiting further information, as this will impact 
the project timeline. Finally, Mayor Tvrdik noted that Dennis Galvin and the team at Two Rivers will 
provide monthly updates to the Borough and residents. He added that a resident who experienced a 
cracked tile has been in direct contact with both the Borough and the Sewer Authority regarding the 
issue.  

14. Public Comments: Mark Patterson of 40 Ithaca Avenue inquired about the potential environmental 
impact of abandoning the piece of machinery left underground during the sewer project. Mayor Tvrdik 
explained that the front of the equipment is inaccessible and that it is located well below the water’s 
surface. He stated he would follow up to determine whether the machinery would be encapsulated. 
The Mayor noted there may be some runoff, but described the equipment as being about the size of a 
minivan. Mr. Patterson also referenced a previous instance involving an extension application, noting 
that a similar process occurred with Old Wharf Park. Tom Murphy of 15 Pocahontas Avenue thanked 
Borough staff for addressing the concern he raised at the last meeting regarding the small beach at 
the end of Nicholson Place. He expressed his willingness to serve on any future committee or 
working group formed to improve that area, noting its personal significance from his childhood in the 
community. There were no further public comments.Councilman Keeshen made a motion to close the 
public comment portion of the meeting, seconded by Councilman Deerin.  

15. Adjourn to Executive Session:   

 
 

Resolution #2025-194 - Authorizing an Executive Session, July 17, 2025, Matters 
Relating to the Purchase, Lease or Acquisition of Real Property-Open Space and 
Matters Relating to Collective Bargaining and Contract Agreements:  
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RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

16. Return from Executive Session:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien Patricia Cooper, William 

Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
  

17. Adjournment:   
  

Respectfully submitted,   
   
Stephanie Kramer 
DEPUTY BOROUGH CLERK 
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BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT MAYOR & COUNCIL 
MINUTES ● REGULAR MEETING 
Clement V. Sommers Municipal Building 
910 Oceanport Way, Oceanport, NJ 07757 

 
JULY 17, 2025 at 7:00 PM 

 

1. Call to Order:   

2. Statement of Compliance with Open Public Meetings Act:   

3. Flag Salute, Statement to the Public:   

4. Roll Call:  
STATUS NAME, TITLE ARRIVED 
PRESENT: Councilman Richard Gallo 

Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
Councilman Michael O'Brien 
Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
Councilman William Deerin 
Councilwomen Kara Manna 
Mayor Thomas Tvrdik 

 
 
 
 
  

ABSENT:   
 
ALSO PRESENT: Stephanie Kramer, Acting Borough Clerk 

Katie Cassidy, Deputy Borough Clerk 
Andrew Bayer, Borough Attorney 
Donna M. Phelps, Administrator 
Catherine D. LaPorta, Chief Financial Officer 

 
  

5. PUBLIC COMMENT - Action Items Only: Mayor Tvrdik asked if there were any comments on Action 
Items only. There were none. Councilman Keeshen motioned to close this portion of the meeting and 
Councilman Deerin seconded.   

6. Administrator's Report: Borough Administrator Donna Phelps stated she had nothing to report at 
this meeting.   

7. Clerk's Report: Acting Clerk Stephanie Kramer stated she had nothing to report at this meeting.   

8. Consent Agenda: Mayor Tvrdik stated that Resolutions 2025-195 through 2025-216 were before the 
Council and asked if any member wished to consider any of the resolutions separately. Hearing no 
such request, Councilwoman Cooper made a motion to approve, and the motion was seconded by 
Councilman Deerin.  
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Resolution #2025-195 - Payment of Bills:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-196 - Authorizing Mayor and Administrator to Execute TWA 
Applicaitons:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-197 - Authorizing Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate #23-00014:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-198 - Requesting Approval to Amend the 2025 Municipal Budget 
for NJ American Water:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-199 - Approving Stephan Molnar Jr. for Oceanport First Aid 
Membership:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
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AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 
William Deerin, Kara Manna 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-200 - Approving Michael McGhee for Fire Department Member:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-201 - Authorizing In Rem Tax Foreclosure of Block 117 Lot 49 
Gold Street:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-202 - Authorizing the Purchase & Renewal of the Borough's 
Spatial Data Logic Software:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-203 - Authorizing a Salary Increase for Gianna Tafuri as per the 
Employment Agreement:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
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Resolution #2025-204 - Authorizing Veteran Jamie Leslie Tax Exemption:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-205 - Authorizing an MOU with FMERA for Engineering Services - 
JCP&L Electrical Substation 
:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-206 - Amending 2025 Budget for FMERA MOU Replace Army 
Electrical Grid 
:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-207 - Awarding Contract to Colliers Replacement of Electrical Grid 
- FMERA 
:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-208 - Authorizing the Ratification Award of an Emergency 
Contract for Sink Hole Repair and Pipe Replacement on Seneca 
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:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-209 - Authorizing an Increase in the Bid Threshold 
:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-210 - Authorizing Change Order #2 Final 2023 Road Program Meco 
Inc.:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-211 - Approving 1st Aid Squad Member Thomas Viscuso 
:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-212 - Approving 1st Aid Squad Member Cassandra Cabrera:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
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AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 
William Deerin, Kara Manna 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-213 - Authorizing Redemption of Tax Sale Certificate 24-00003 
Block 44 Lot 8:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-214 - Authorizing Participation in the 1033 LESA Program for 2025 
:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-215 - Authorizing 1st Aid Squad Member Marco Molino:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-216 - Authorizing Preliminary Investigation of HABcore and Lunch 
Break Projects:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
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9. First Reading Ordinances:  

Mayor Tvrdik announced Ordinance No. 1112, Approving an Easement Agreement with JCP&L and 
Verizon. Councilwoman Cooper introduced the Ordinance, authorizing the Borough to enter into an 
easement agreement. Acting Clerk Stephanie Kramer read the Ordinance by title only. 

Acting Clerk Kramer stated: Ordinance Authorizing an Easement Agreement with Jersey Central 
Power and Light Company and Verizon of New Jersey Inc. for electric, CATV, and communication 
purposes. 

Councilwoman Cooper made a motion to approve the Ordinance on first reading and to schedule a 
public hearing on the proposed Ordinance at the Council meeting on August 21, 2025, with notice to 
be published in accordance with the law. Councilman Keeshen seconded the motion. 

  

 
 

Ordinance #1112 Approving Easement Agreement with JCP&L and Verizon:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

10. Minutes:   

 
 

01-02-2025 Reogranization Minutes:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

04-03-2025 Mayor and Council Workshop Meeting Minutes:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
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11. Second Reading Ordinances :   

 
 

NONE: 

12. Council Standing Committee Reports:   

 
 

Councilman Deerin - Parks & Recreation: Councilman Deerin shared that the recent 
"Music in the Park" event was a great success and once again praised the efforts of Kelle 
Borough. He reminded everyone that the next concert would take place on August 14, 
featuring the band Living Proof. He announced that the next Movie Night is scheduled for 
August 20th and will feature the film Elf.Councilman Deerin reported that planning is 
underway for the Summer’s End celebration and that the Borough is currently seeking 
sponsors. He noted that fireworks costs have significantly increased and that additional 
information will be provided soon. He extended his thanks to the Police Department, Fire 
Department, and First Aid Squad for their support of the Borough's Summer Camp 
program, noting that the children had a very enjoyable experience.Councilman Deerin also 
reported that Gatta Park is already 90% booked for the upcoming spring season. He raised 
continued concerns regarding e-bike safety and encouraged parents to speak with their 
children about proper use. He also cautioned residents about the recent severe weather 
and emphasized the importance of clearing the fields immediately when storms approach. 
Lastly, he reported that all the courts have been completed and are looking good. 

 
 

Councilman Gallo - Public Works & Engineering:  

Councilman Gallo reported that the 2024 Road Program is scheduled to begin within the 
next month. He announced the list of streets where work will take place, including the 
major project involving the sidewalk along Port Au Peck Avenue. 

MayorTvrdik noted that the first easement agreement has been signed and that he has a 
meeting scheduled next week with the owner of the vacant land. 

 
 

Councilman Keeshen - Public Safety :  

Councilman Keeshen extended his thanks and congratulations to the newly appointed 
members of the fire department and first aid squad for volunteering and stepping up. He 
also expressed appreciation to Chief Grimes, Officer Chuck, and all personnel who 
participated in the Junior Police Academy, acknowledging their efforts and involvement. 

He reminded all residents to ensure they are signed up for CodeRED emergency 
notifications, especially given the recent severe weather conditions. 

 
 

Councilman O'Brien - Finance & Administration: Councilman O'Brien reported that 
there was not much activity in the Finance Department at this time, as the budget has 
already been adopted. He congratulated Acting Clerk Kramer, as well as the newly 
appointed First Aid and Fire Department members. He also noted that he has certified the 
tax rate and confirmed that all tax bills have been mailed out. 
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Councilwoman Manna:  

Councilwoman Manna shared that it has been exciting to be a part of the Water Watch and 
Environmental Committee and to see the enthusiasm of the volunteers engaged in efforts 
to improve Oceanport's waterways and environmental initiatives throughout the town. She 
congratulated Stephanie on her appointment as Acting Clerk and extended her thanks to 
the Board of Education for their continued collaboration. 

She noted that Water Watch recently received a new thermometer for water testing. 
However, the lab misplaced the latest test results, and the committee is actively exploring 
alternative options, including potential partnerships with neighboring towns. Councilwoman 
Manna also mentioned learning about the role oysters play in improving water quality. 

Additionally, she spoke about the Oceanport Green Team and efforts to involve members 
of the community in the Sustainable Jersey program. She concluded by sharing updates 
from the School Board and its various departments and involvement these past two 
weeks.  

 
 

Councilwoman Cooper - Planning & Development :  

Councilwoman Cooper shared that the Water Watch and Environmental Committee is 
thrilled to now have a liaison. She thanked Jeanne Smith for her many years of dedicated 
service and congratulated Stephanie Kramer on her appointment as Acting Clerk. She also 
expressed appreciation to Kelle Burrough for organizing a successful Music in the Park 
event, and extended thanks to the Department of Public Works and Chief Grimes for their 
support during the event. 

She provided an update on the Riverwalk project, noting several changes. Alison Hall, 
which was originally planned as office space, will now be a hotel—downsized from 100 
rooms to 50. The retail space will be converted into a restaurant, and there will be some 
updates to signage as well. 

Councilwoman Cooper also mentioned that Netflix has made some positive revisions to 
their plans. The original mill building will now be split into two separate structures, resulting 
in smaller overall building sizes. 

Lastly, she announced that the tree ordinance application is now available online and 
reminded everyone that this requirement comes from a state mandate. 

13. Mayor Tvrdik's Report: Mayor Tvrdik shared that summer is quickly coming to an end and 
encouraged everyone to make the most of the next six weeks by spending quality time with family 
and loved ones. He wished everyone a safe and happy remainder of the summer and reminded 
drivers to stay slow down and drive safely.  

14. Public Comments:  
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RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William 

Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
Mayor Tvrdik invited the public to come up and add anything. There was no one.  Councilman Deerin 
then made a motion to close this portion of the meeting, which was seconded by Councilman 
O'Brien.  

15. Adjournment:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William 

Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
  

  

Respectfully submitted,   
   
Stephanie Kramer 
DEPUTY BOROUGH CLERK 
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BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT MAYOR & COUNCIL 
MINUTES ● WORKSHOP 
Clement V. Sommers Municipal Building 
910 Oceanport Way, Oceanport, NJ 07757 

 
AUGUST 21, 2025 at 7:00 PM 

 

1. Meeting Called to Order:   

2. Statement of Compliance with Open Public Meetings Act:   

3. Flag Salute, Statement to the Public:   

4. Roll Call:   

5. PUBLIC COMMENT - Action Items Only: Mayor Tvrdik opened the floor for public comment on the 
listed action items. Gary Bruno of 50 Wyandotte Ave inquired about the remount of the emergency 
vehicle, asking for clarification on which specific vehicle it pertained to, noting that the Borough had 
purchased two vehicles the previous year. He also asked whether the remount was being done by a 
company based in Texas. Councilwoman Cooper responded that the remount was being handled by 
BSI, a company based in New Jersey. The Mayor asked if there were any other comments. There 
were none. Councilman Deerin motioned to close this portion of the meeting and Councilman Gallo 
seconded.  

6. Action Items:   

7. Administrator's Report: Borough Administrator Donna Phelps reported that Kevin Burke, 
Administrator for the Borough of Little Silver, reached out regarding a potential shared services 
agreement that would allow Little Silver to utilize Oceanport’s Temporary Debris Management Area 
(TDMA), to be located on Veterans’ Field next to Borough Hall. The TDMA would only be activated in 
the event of a declared state of emergency and would be limited to vegetative debris. Superintendent 
Buzz has been coordinating with Mazza Recycling, who submitted a proposal to provide the 
necessary equipment, labor, and transportation to grind, load, transport, and process the vegetative 
debris. Mazza would also provide the required documentation for FEMA reimbursement. Proposed 
costs include $3,500 per day for the grinder and excavator, $1,800 per day for the excavator/loader, 
$1,000 per event for mobilization, and $850 per load transported to Mazza. Mazza has indicated that 
Oceanport would be a priority in the event of an emergency. Mr. Burke is reviewing the proposal with 
Little Silver’s governing body and will follow up regarding the possibility of cost-sharing. Administrator 
Phelps asked if Council was comfortable moving forward with Mazza and allowing Little Silver to use 
Oceanport’s TDMA. Council was in agreement to proceed, pending final coordination with Little 
Silver. 
Administrator Phelps also reported that the Borough is overdue in completing its Master Plan 
Reexamination, the last of which was completed in 2005 by Maser Consulting. Although there have 
been various amendments to the Master Plan since that time—including the Third Round Housing 
Element and Fair Share Plan, Stormwater Management Plan, Amended Open Space and Recreation 
Plan, and Fort Monmouth Historic Guidelines—a full reexamination has not been conducted. 
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According to the Department of Community Affairs, a Master Plan Reexamination is required every 
ten years. Administrator Phelps reached out to Borough Planner Kendra Lelie of KMA Associates, 
who submitted a proposal in the amount of $10,500 to review the existing documents, provide written 
analysis and recommendations, and attend up to three meetings with staff and Board members, as 
well as one Planning Board meeting to present testimony. The reexamination report would evaluate 
changes in planning assumptions, policies, land use, housing conditions, environmental conservation, 
and state and municipal policy updates, and include recommendations on whether new plans or 
regulations should be adopted. Funding for this project has been included in the 2025 Clerk’s Budget 
under a $20,000 line item designated for the Master Plan Reexamination. Administrator Phelps 
requested approval to move forward with KMA Associates. Council approved moving forward with the 
reexamination as proposed. Mayor Tvrdik inquired about any updates regarding the Master Plan. 
Administrator Phelps responded that she had not been able to find any relevant information. Borough 
Attorney Bayer noted that, generally, the law requires an updated Master Plan due to the presumption 
of validity it provides for zoning ordinances. Administrator Phelps asked whether a re-examination of 
the plan would suffice or if a full update was necessary. Borough Attorney Bayer advised that the 
entire Master Plan should be redone. 

He concluded by stating that he would follow up with Kendra regarding this matter. 

Administrator Phelps also informed the governing body that the Monmouth County Park System is 
scheduled to appear before the Planning Board at its September 9 meeting to present Phase I site 
improvements for the Wolf Hill Recreation Area First Tee Golf Course. This project is part of the 2024 
Wolf Hill Recreation Area Master Plan, which outlines three phases of improvements, including future 
recreational sports court facilities. No Council action was required at this time. Mayor Tvrdik 
addressed the Chairman of the Planning Board, who was present at the meeting, noting that some 
residents had raised concerns about connectivity to the park in the area. He suggested that the 
Planning Board consider this issue at their upcoming meeting.  

8. Clerk's Report:  

Acting Borough Clerk Kramer announced that the annual townwide garage sale is scheduled for 
Saturday, September 27th and Sunday the 28th. In the event of rain, the garage sale will be 
rescheduled to the following weekend, October 4th and 5th. She noted that online registration is 
currently open, and the registration deadline is Thursday, September 18th at 6:30 PM. Acting Clerk 
Kramer reported that the book recycling program has already shown strong results, with the collection 
bin having to be emptied due to high usage—indicating strong community participation. She reminded 
the Council that the program supports an organization that distributes books to libraries in South 
America and Africa. She also noted that the second "Music in the Park" event was a great success. 
Lastly, Acting Clerk Kramer provided an update on the Monmouth Park race schedule, noting that the 
final race of the season will take place on Sunday, September 14th. 

  

9. Old Business: NONE.  

10. New Business:  
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Mayor Tvrdik stated that all new business items would be addressed during the regular meeting. He 
announced that the approval of the June 5, 2025 meeting minutes would be tabled until the 
September meeting, along with his mayoral report. He then opened the floor for public comment. 
John Spinelli of 91 Burlington Avenue, Middletown, stated that he had no comments on agenda items 
but wished to offer a recommendation to the Council. He suggested that the town install a "Welcome 
to Oceanport" sign near the train station so that visitors coming to the racetrack or local festivals 
would be greeted upon arrival. Mayor Tvrdik responded that a new resident had also recently 
suggested relocating the existing welcome sign closer to Riverwalk near Little Silver. He expressed 
support for both ideas, noting that they were worth considering. Councilman Deerin made a motion to 
close this portion of the meeting. Councilwoman seconded.  

  

 
 

Resolution - Payment of Bills: 

 
 

Resolution - Granting a Waiver and Authorizng a Street Permit for a Portion of 
Manitto Place: 

 
 

Resolution - Awarding a Contract to Colliers for FMERA-400 Area Parallel Build: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing Refund to FMERA for Balance in Contract for Asbestos 
Abatement and Demolition: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing Change Order #1- Contract Balance with FMERA for 
Asbestos Abatement and Demolition: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing a 1-year Extension of Agreement with Monmouth 
University: 

 
 

Resolution - Approving Special Event Permit for Patty G's Memorial Walk: 

 
 

Resolution - Approving Special Event Permit for Bikes & Beers Birdsmouth: 

 
 

Resolution - Appointing an Alternate MEL/JIF Fund Commissioner: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing Change Order #1 & Final-Colliers 2024 Road Program: 

 
 

Resolution - Amending the Compensation of Certain Officials and Employees of the 
Borough of Oceanport for 2025: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing Purchase of a Remount for First Aid Squad: 

 
 

Resolution - Approving Inter-Local Agreement with Oceanport BOE for Ground 
Maintenance and Snow Removal Services: 

 
 

Resolution - Awarding Contract for Professional Engineering Services to Colliers 
Engineering & Design for the 2025 Road Program: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing a Contract for Repairs of the Tennis Court at Community 
Center Park: 
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Resolution - Authorizing a 1-year Extension of Agreement with Christian Brothers 
Academy : 

 
 

Resolution - Approving Tax Exemption for Brett McCoy: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing Submission of a Revised Grant Application to Open Space 
Grant Program for Improvements at Blackberry: 

11. Minutes:   

 
 

Mayor & Council Meeting Minutes 4-17-25: 

 
 

Mayor & Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 5-1-25: 

 
 

Mayor & Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5-15-25: 

 
 

Mayor & Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 6-5-25: 

 
 

Mayor & Council Regular Minutes 6-19-25: 

12. Mayor Tvrdik's Report: Mayor Tvrdik stated that he was going to give his report in the Regular 
Meeting.   

13. Public Comments: There were no public comments.   

14. Adjourn to Executive Session:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilwomen Kara Manna 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
  

 
 

Resolution #2025-217 - Authorizing an Executive Session, August 21, 2025, Matters 
Relating to the Purchase, Lease or Acquisition of Real Property-Open Space: 

15. Return from Executive Session:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilwomen Kara Manna 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
  

16. Adjournment:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
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MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilwomen Kara Manna 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
  

  

Respectfully submitted,   
   
Stephanie Kramer 
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT MAYOR & COUNCIL 
MINUTES ● REGULAR MEETING 
Clement V. Sommers Municipal Building 
910 Oceanport Way, Oceanport, NJ 07757 

 
AUGUST 21, 2025 at 7:00 PM 

 

1. Call to Order:   

2. Statement of Compliance with Open Public Meetings Act:   

3. Flag Salute, Statement to the Public:   

4. Roll Call:  
STATUS NAME, TITLE ARRIVED 
PRESENT: Councilman Richard Gallo 

Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
Councilman William Deerin 
Councilwomen Kara Manna 
Mayor Thomas Tvrdik 

 

ABSENT: Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
Councilman Michael O'Brien 

 

 
ALSO PRESENT: Stephanie Kramer, Deputy Borough Clerk 

Katie Cassidy, Deputy Borough Clerk 
Andrew Bayer, Borough Attorney 
Donna M. Phelps, Administrator 
Catherine D. LaPorta, Chief Financial Officer 

 
  

5. PUBLIC COMMENT - Action Items Only:  

Mayor Tvrdik opened the meeting for public comment on action items. Councilwoman Cooper made a 
correction from the Workshop meeting, clarifying that the ambulance scheduled for remount is 
ambulance 56, and it is from Little Silver. There were no other public comments. Councilwoman 
Cooper made a motion to close the public comment portion of the meeting. The motion was 
seconded by Councilwoman Manna. 

  

6. Administrator's Report: Administrator Phelps noted that the book recycling program, previously 
mentioned by Acting Clerk Stephanie during the Workshop meeting, was recently featured in both the 
League of Municipalities Magazine and the Two River Times.  

7. Clerk's Report: Acting Clerk Stephanie Kramer stated she had nothing new to report at this time.  
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8. Consent Agenda:  

Mayor Tvrdik asked if any Council members had comments or requested that any items be 
considered separately. There were none. Councilwoman Cooper made a motion to approve the 
consent agenda. Before a second was given, Mayor Tvrdik provided additional context regarding 
Resolution #229, which pertains to a street opening permit for a portion of Manitto Place to allow for 
gas service installation. He explained that the street is currently under a moratorium, meaning the 
utility company is responsible for maintaining the patch for one year following the work. He requested 
that the resolution be sent to the resident, as they will be responsible for the patch’s maintenance 
until September 2028. Councilman Deerin asked for clarification on Resolution #231, Amending 
Compensation of Employees and Officials. Borough Administrator Phelps explained that the records 
clerk for the Police Department had been inadvertently omitted from the original salary resolution. 
She also noted that the salaries for the crossing guards are being increased, with the change being 
retroactive to January 1st, covering the 2025–2026 school year. Administrator Phelps added that the 
resolution will need to be updated again to correct the Borough Clerk’s name. 

  

 
 

Resolution #2025-218 - Payment of Bills:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-219 - Authorizing Change Order #1- Contract Balance with FMERA 
for Asbestos Abatement And Demolition:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-220 - Authorizing Refund to FMERA for Balance in Contract for 
Asbestos Abatement and Demolition:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-221- Approving Special Event Permit for Patty G's Memorial Walk:  
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RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-222 - Approving Special Event Permit for Bikes & Beers 
Birdsmouth:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-223 - Appointing an Alternate Fund Commissioner:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-224 - Resolution Authorizing Purchase of a Remount for First Aid 
Squad:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-225 - Resolution Approving Inter-Local Agreement with Oceanport 
BOE for Ground Maintenance and Snow Removal Services:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-226 - Authorizing Change Order #1 & Final-Colliers 2024 Road 
Program:  
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RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-227 - Authorizing a 1-year Extension of Agreement with Monmouth 
University:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-228 - Awarding a Contract to Colliers for FMERA-400 Area Parallel 
Build:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-229 - Granting a Waiver and Authorizing a Street Permit for a 
Portion of Manitto Place:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-230 - Awarding Contract for Professional Engineering Services to 
Colliers Engineering & Design for the 2025 Road Program:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-231 - Amending the Compensation of Certain Officials and 
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Employees of the Borough of Oceanport for 2025:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-232 - Authorizing a Contract for Repairs of the Tennis Court at 
Community Center Park:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-233 - Authorizing a 1-year Extension of Agreement with Christian 
Brothers Academy :  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-234 - Approving Tax Exemption for Brett McCoy:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-235 - Authorizing Submission of a Revised Grant Application to 
Open Space Grant Program for Improvements at Blackberry:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
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9. First Reading Ordinances:   

 
 

NONE: 

10. Minutes:   

 
 

Mayor & Council Meeting Minutes 4-17-25:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (3 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Mayor & Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 5-1-25:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (3 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Mayor & Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5-15-25:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (3 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Mayor & Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 6-5-25: Mayor Tvrdik stated the June 5th 
minutes will be tabled for this meeting.  

 
 

Mayor & Council Regular Meeting Minutes 6-19-25:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

11. Second Reading & Public Hearing Ordinances: During the meeting, Councilwoman Cooper 
requested that Acting Clerk Kramer read Ordinance No. 1112 by title only. Acting Clerk Kramer read 
the title as follows: Ordinance No. 1112 – An Ordinance authorizing an easement agreement with 
Jersey Central Power and Light Company and Verizon of New Jersey, Inc. for electric, CATV, and 
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communication purposes. Mayor Tvrdik then opened the floor for public comment, noting that this 
was the second reading of the ordinance. As no members of the public came forward to speak, the 
Mayor asked for a motion to close the public hearing. A motion was made by Councilman Deerin and 
seconded by Councilwoman Manna, and the motion carried. Following the closure of the public 
hearing, Councilwoman Cooper made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 1112 and to advertise it in 
accordance with the law. The motion was seconded by Councilman Deerin and subsequently carried 
by the Council.  

 
 

Ordinance #1112 Approving Easement Agreement with JCP&L and Verizon:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

12. Council Standing Committee Reports:   

 
 

Councilman Deerin - Parks & Recreation:  

Councilman Deerin announced that this Sunday will be Movie Night in the Park, featuring 
Mulan, beginning at dusk. He also reported that planning is underway for the Summer's 
End event, scheduled for September 6th, with a rain date of September 7th. Activities will 
include a cornhole tournament, with a registration fee of $100 per team and a start time of 
12 noon. A tailgate competition and a fireworks display are also planned. Councilman 
Deerin noted that the fields at Gatta Park are currently 95% booked and that this year’s 
summer camp was another great success. However, he mentioned that a few changes will 
be implemented next year due to issues with disrespectful behavior among some campers. 
Specifically, any child who is reprimanded more than twice will be removed from camp 
without a refund. He extended his thanks to the Police Department and OEM for their 
support and commended the Department of Public Works for their continued efforts 
maintaining the fields. 

Mayor Trvrdik added that he and Daniel Briskey are both signed up for the cornhole 
tournament. He also stated that trucks and equipment near the park’s tailgating area will 
be relocated, and the street will be cleaned in preparation for the night of the festival. 

 
 

Councilman Gallo - Public Works & Engineering : Councilman Gallo reported that the 
24 Road Program is set to commence on Port Au Peck Avenue, including work on the 
sidewalks. He noted that the project is currently awaiting a few remaining easements. 
Additionally, he stated that the curbing on Maple Court has significant cracking and will be 
replaced. The concrete work will be completed first, followed by street paving. 

 
 

Councilman Keeshen - Public Safety: ABSENT 

 
 

Councilman O'Brien - Finance & Administration: ABSENT 
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Councilwoman Manna - Health and Human Services:  

Councilwoman Manna reported that the Water Watch and Environmental Committee 
continue to test the waters of Oceanport, record their findings, and are currently working 
on digitizing both current and historical data. She encouraged any young people interested 
in participating to reach out. She also noted that the committee will continue using their 
current lab for testing. Fred Phillippol was invited to a Zoom call with the Navesink Water 
Watch to discuss potential collaboration with neighboring towns. There is interest in getting 
involved with oyster restoration efforts in local rivers as a natural method of filtering 
waterways. The goal is to collaborate with Sea Bright, Monmouth Beach, Oceanport, and 
Little Silver, and there was discussion about forming a South Shrewsbury Water Watch 
Committee to facilitate joint efforts among the towns. 

In environmental matters, Councilwoman Manna mentioned that the committee has 
received applications currently before the Planning Board for consideration. Discussions 
also continue regarding the Green Team and Sustainable Jersey initiatives. She shared 
that Dr. English asked the Council to be informed that the second annual Mayor’s Ball will 
take place on October 3rd at 7:00 PM, with a 6:30 PM arrival time for the Mayor and 
Council. Dr. English’s Welcome Back Food Drive will run until September 15th. The Shore 
Snack Shack ribbon cutting is scheduled for 6:00 PM on the same evening as the Mayor’s 
Ball. 

Councilwoman Manna encouraged residents to visit the Shore Regional website for 
information on the first Superintendent’s Coffee House of the 2025–2026 school year, 
noting it is a great opportunity to ask questions directly to the Superintendent. She 
congratulated Mr. Patterson and Jessica Sargent on filling the vacancy on the Oceanport 
Board of Education. She reported that the final projects from the referendum are expected 
to be completed in the coming weeks. The front entrance of the gym façade at Wolf Hill 
School will be finished shortly after the start of the school year. Additionally, construction is 
set to begin on a grant-funded outdoor gym at Maple Place, with an estimated completion 
timeline of two to three weeks. She reminded everyone that school is now open and urged 
drivers to use caution. She concluded by stating the dates and times for school openings. 
Councilwoman Cooper added that the committees are very happy they have a liaison now 
and that the ex-chair, Tom, took a fall in NYC but is going to be okay.  

 
 

Councilwoman Cooper - Planning and Development: Councilwoman Cooper extended 
her condolences to the Crochet family on the passing of Nanny Clair Ayers, noting that she 
was a valued member of the community. She spoke about the community garden and 
mentioned the Eagle Scout project that was started there, describing it as very nice and 
encouraging anyone with time to visit and take a look. Councilwoman Cooper also 
provided an update on the Planning Board, stating that it will return to holding two 
meetings per month beginning in September. She informed the Council that Netflix is 
moving forward with its plans, with a scheduled closing date of December 5th and a 
groundbreaking ceremony planned for December 9th. 

13. Mayor Tvrdik's Report:  

Page 179 of 202



Mayor Tvrdik reported that Kyle Ngy, who is working on the community garden, is seeking guidance 
on signage and asked the Council to follow up with him on Monday or Tuesday of the upcoming 
week. He noted that Kyle took their previous advice and secured a local landscaper. Celtic Concepts 
generously donated all the pavers, plantings, and related materials, allowing Kyle to allocate his 
saved funds toward other garden needs. 

The Mayor updated the Council on the progress of the Netflix project. Phase 1B was presented at the 
Planning Board meeting on August 11th, with the second portion scheduled for review on September 
2nd. He emphasized that Netflix is operating on a tight deadline, and several actions must occur 
before the closing date, including newspaper notices, mailings to property owners, Planning Board 
notices, and the adoption of necessary resolutions by the governing body. He noted that the Fort 
Monmouth parcel in Oceanport has been subdivided, with certain properties designated as areas in 
need of redevelopment. One plot has been granted to Jersey City University for educational use only. 

Mayor Tvrdik explained that there are many procedural steps required before a Payment in Lieu of 
Taxes (PILOT) agreement with Netflix can even be considered. These steps include public hearings, 
presentations before the Borough Council, and eventual discussions by the Finance Committee to 
determine whether entering into a PILOT agreement is in the Borough’s best interest. He added that 
steps are underway to officially deem the Oceanport portion of the mega-parcel an area in need of 
redevelopment. The Mayor asked Borough Attorney Andrew Bayer for additional comments. Mr. 
Bayer confirmed that the next Council meeting will include a referral resolution from the Council to the 
Planning Board. He added that the FMERA planner has completed a study that will be presented to 
the Planning Board and noted that a redevelopment plan—specifically, FMERA’s Use and 
Redevelopment Plan—must be adopted by the Council and returned to the Planning Board to 
establish land use regulations necessary to proceed with any potential PILOT. Mr. Bayer emphasized 
that while they are not rushing the process, all options remain on the table. 

Mayor Tvrdik also reported that Monmouth Park is expected to break ground on the 55+ residential 
development following the end of the racing season. A meeting will be scheduled next week to review 
progress on the proposed youth sports complex. Those attending will include the Mayor, Councilmen 
O’Brien and Councilman Keeshen, Borough Attorney Andrew Bayer, and Borough Administrator 
Donna Phelps. Following that meeting, a presentation will be made to both the Council and the 
Planning Board. The Mayor shared that there are now plans to explore the option of building two 
hotels instead of one on the site, and to further consider a youth sports "mecca" rather than additional 
housing. 

He noted that Caesar’s Sports Book is on track to open in time for the NFL’s opening night on 
September 4th. The Mayor reminded everyone that school is back in session and thanked all those 
involved in getting the Port Au Peck Avenue sidewalk project underway. He urged drivers to use 
caution, particularly at the intersection of Monmouth Boulevard where red-light violations are frequent. 
He thanked Chief Grimes and the Oceanport Police Department for their enforcement efforts, noting 
that targeted enforcement zones require time and public awareness to be fully effective. 

The Mayor also discussed the potential installation of a pedestrian crosswalk at the intersection of 
Monmouth Boulevard and Comanche Drive. He read a letter from the County Commissioner Director, 
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addressed to Borough Administrator Phelps, stating that the request for a pedestrian signal has been 
forwarded to the County Engineer’s Office for coordination with the Oceanport Police Department. A 
comprehensive traffic study is in progress and will begin once crash reports from the past three years 
are compiled. Chief Grimes confirmed that those reports were sent out a few weeks ago. 

Mayor Tvrdik highlighted the upcoming Summer’s End Festival and commended the Parks and 
Recreation Committee for their hard work. He reminded the Council that hurricane season is in full 
effect and thanked Buzzy for his communication during the recent storm, noting that Oceanport was 
fortunate to have avoided significant damage. He reported that ribbon-cutting ceremonies were held 
on August 1st for Skinny Flowers Brewery and on August 8th for the reopening of The Wharf. He 
shared that both businesses are doing well. 

Mayor Tvrdik provided an update on various infrastructure improvements taking place throughout the 
Borough. He noted that he has received a cost estimate for a potential sidewalk installation extending 
from the firehouse on Myrtle Avenue to Comanche Avenue, continuing down to Monmouth Boulevard. 
He stated that this project is being considered for inclusion as a potential community benefit with 
Netflix, due to the anticipated increase in traffic volume in that area. 

The Mayor commended the recent work completed on Pemberton and South Pemberton sidewalks 
and noted that additional sidewalk improvements are planned throughout Blackberry Bay Park. He 
also reported meeting with Dennis Galvin and his engineering team regarding Riverside Avenue, 
where work is nearing completion on the decommissioning of two pump stations that will be taken 
offline as part of the new sewer system. Mayor Tvrdik indicated that he plans to meet with residents 
affected by the construction to address concerns and provide updates. 

He stated that the Sewerage Authority is currently seeking approval from FMERA and Netflix to allow 
certain back-end residents to reroute around the 400 District as part of the ongoing utility work. He 
also provided an update on New Jersey American Water’s continued progress on their water 
infrastructure project. 

Mayor Tvrdik announced that at the next meeting, there will be a town hall held at Summer’s Park 
with Dennis Galvin and his team to speak with residents about delays in drilling caused by equipment 
getting stuck. He explained that the updated plan involves a 30-day project with 24/7 operations to 
drop in a new machine, which will significantly impact truck traffic in the area. This meeting will serve 
as another opportunity for residents to ask questions and receive detailed information. 

In closing, Mayor Tvrdik expressed his condolences to the Crochet family on their recent loss. He 
remarked that the celebration of life for Clair Ayers was beautiful and that the service was 
exceptionally well done. 

 
  

14. Public Comments:  

Gary LaBrano of 50 Wyandotte Avenue addressed the Council regarding safety concerns at the 
intersection of Port Au Peck and Monmouth Boulevard. He stated that he personally witnessed two 
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vehicles run the red light and purposely did not move his own vehicle after noticing them 
approaching. He also shared that his son was previously involved in an accident at that same 
intersection due to a red-light violation. Mr. LaBrano suggested adjusting the traffic signal timing to 
include a delay from red to green, allowing for a safer transition. In response, Mayor Tvrdik stated that 
Chief Grimes could speak with the traffic engineers currently conducting a study at that location. 

Mr. LaBrano also inquired about the intersection near the 55-and-older rental development at 
Monmouth Park. Mayor Tvrdik suggested that a police presence with radar might be beneficial, 
particularly for vehicles entering from Little Silver. Mayor Tvrdik responded that Chief Grimes could 
look into assigning officers to monitor that area. 

Gary then asked if Netflix was also requesting a PILOT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes) agreement from 
the Borough of Eatontown. Borough Attorney Andrew Bayer confirmed that they were. Mayor Tvrdik 
added that Eatontown had designated the entire Fort Monmouth property as an area in need of 
redevelopment in one comprehensive action. Mr. LaBrano expressed his opposition to a PILOT 
agreement with Netflix, stating that the project will not bring children to the Borough or cause financial 
hardship, and therefore he does not believe a PILOT is justified. Mayor Tvrdik responded that the 
County would receive the majority of the associated revenue. 

Roseann Letson of 15 Deer Path Court, Tinton Falls, spoke on behalf of the Oceanport Historical 
Commission. Before beginning her remarks, she shared that 2026 marks the nation’s 250th birthday, 
and numerous events and activities are being planned in celebration. Ms. Letson asked the Mayor if 
he had an opportunity to discuss with County Commissioner Tom Arnone the potential use of the 
stanchions on utility poles for selling banner space. Mayor Tvrdik stated that he has a list of items to 
review with Commissioner Arnone during their upcoming meeting. 

Ms. Letson also requested additional closet space for the Historical Committee and was informed that 
a solution is being explored. She shared information about the Monmouth 250 flyers and noted that 
the original tagline, “Freedom’s Battleground,” would be replaced with “Oceanport” after discussions 
with the County, allowing the Borough's name to appear on promotional materials. These materials, 
including t-shirts and car magnets, will be available for sale at the upcoming Summer’s End Festival. 

She reminded attendees that on September 11th, TJ Fallon will give a lecture on U.S. presidents’ 
gravesites, including a wealth of historical context. She encouraged attendees to bring canned food 
items for donation to local food pantries. She also announced an additional free presentation 
scheduled for October 9th at 7:00 PM, featuring Ken Magos, host of NJ PBS’s Drive By History, who 
will speak about Monmouth County’s historical markers from the Revolutionary War to modern radar 
installations. 

Ms. Letson reported that Rick Gephkin, author of the updated Shrewsbury history book, is scheduled 
to speak on February 24th at 7:00 PM at the Old Wharf House, covering the topic of New Jersey 
Revolutionary rivals, Colonel Tye versus Captain Huddy. She also confirmed that Melissa Ziobro will 
present on March 25th about Fort Monmouth’s history as the “Army’s House of Magic.” Additional 
speakers are being considered, depending on public interest and turnout for the confirmed events. 
She added that holiday ornaments featuring the Monmouth 250 logo will also be available. 

Ms. Letson concluded by announcing that Monmouth County Archives and History Day will be held 
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on Saturday, October 11th, from 9:00 AM to 1:20 PM at Brookdale Community College, in the 
gymnasium. She praised the success of last year’s event and shared her excitement for this year’s 
program. Mayor Tvrdik thanked her for her hard work and dedication and assured her that the 
Borough will support her efforts. 

The Mayor concluded by reminding everyone of the September 11th Memorial Ceremony at Scenic 
Overlook Park, beginning at 8:00 AM. He noted that Oceanport lost resident James Strain on 9/11 
and shared that he places a rose at Mr. Strain’s memorial each year. He described the event as a 
meaningful day of remembrance and encouraged all to attend, stating that the County also extends 
an invitation to the public. Councilman Gallo motioned to close this part of the meeting and 
Councilman Deerin seconded.  

 
 
  

15. Adjournment:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilwomen Kara Manna 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
  

  

Respectfully submitted,   
   
Stephanie Kramer 
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT MAYOR & COUNCIL 
MINUTES ● WORKSHOP 
Clement V. Sommers Municipal Building 
910 Oceanport Way, Oceanport, NJ 07757 

 
SEPTEMBER 4, 2025 at 7:00 PM 

 

1. Meeting Called to Order:   

2. Statement of Compliance with Open Public Meetings Act:   

3. Flag Salute, Statement to the Public:   

4. Roll Call:  
STATUS NAME, TITLE ARRIVED 
PRESENT: Councilman Richard Gallo 

Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
Councilman Michael O'Brien 
Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
Councilman William Deerin 
Councilwomen Kara Manna 
Mayor Thomas Tvrdik 

 
 
7:09 

ABSENT:   
 
ALSO PRESENT: Stephanie Kramer, Deputy Borough Clerk 

Katie Cassidy, Deputy Borough Clerk 
Andrew Bayer, Borough Attorney 
Donna M. Phelps, Administrator 
Catherine D. LaPorta, Chief Financial Officer 

 
  

5. PUBLIC COMMENT - Action Items Only:  

Mayor Tvrdik opened the meeting for public comment on action items only. There were no public 
comments. Councilwoman Cooper made a motion to close the public comment portion of the 
meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilman Gallo. 

The motion carried. 

.   

6. Action Items-Consent Agenda:  

Mayor Tvrdik asked if any member of the Council wished to remove a resolution from the consent 
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agenda for separate consideration. 

Councilman Gallo inquired about the roof repair referenced in one of the resolutions. Mayor Tvrdik 
clarified that the repair was for the Port Au Peck Firehouse. CFO Katie LaPorta explained that such 
resolutions are presented when expenditures approach the pay-to-play threshold of $17,500. She 
noted that this allows the Borough to award contracts exceeding that amount. LaPorta added that 
more of these resolutions can be expected toward the end of the year, as auditors consider the 
aggregate amount spent with each vendor. This resolution process enables the Borough to continue 
obtaining quotes for smaller jobs without violating procurement rules. 

Councilman Gallo also raised concerns regarding the resolution about fire hydrants, specifically 
regarding their abandonment and the associated costs. Borough Administrator Phelps clarified that 
the removal of the hydrants is part of the existing memorandum with FMERA, who will also cover the 
cost of removal. 

Councilman Gallo suggested that American Water would likely install new hydrants, to which 
Administrator Phelps confirmed, "yes." Councilwoman Cooper asked for further confirmation, and 
Mayor Tvrdik affirmed that as new water lines are installed, new hydrants will also be installed. 

Mayor Tvrdik also noted that under the Borough’s Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 
Colliers, the Borough’s engineer—already in place—will be hired by Colliers, and the Borough will be 
reimbursed for those services. 

  

 
 

Resolution #2025-236 - Payment of Bills :  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilwomen Kara Manna 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara 

Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-237 - Adopting the Monmouth County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard 
Mitigation Plan 2026:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilwomen Kara Manna 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara 

Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-238 - Authorizing the Acceptance of Equipment for the 
Department of Public Works from Doosan Bobcat:  
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RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilwomen Kara Manna 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara 

Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-239 - Awarding a Contract to FIS On Site Services LLC for Safety 
Equipment Services:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilwomen Kara Manna 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara 

Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-240 - Awarding a Contract to Garden State Roofing for Roofing 
Services to Garden State Roofing:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilwomen Kara Manna 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara 

Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-241 - Awarding a Contract to Storr Tractor Company for Building-
Grounds Equipment Services:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilwomen Kara Manna 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara 

Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-242 - Awarding a Contract to DCH Ford of Eatontown for Vehicle 
Repair Services:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilwomen Kara Manna 
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AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara 
Manna 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-243 - Authorizing an MOU with FMERA for Engineering Services - 
Fire Hydrant Abandonment:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilwomen Kara Manna 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara 

Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-244 - Awarding a Contract to Colliers for FMERA Fire Hydrant 
Abandonment:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilwomen Kara Manna 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara 

Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

7. Administrator's Report:  

Borough Administrator Donna Phelps reported that the State Treasury has advised there is 
approximately $150,000 available in sports betting revenue for the Borough. She has requested that 
the Borough receive the funding this year, which should be possible. A public notice is expected to be 
issued in October, at which point she will be able to apply for the funds on behalf of the Borough. 

Borough Administrator Phelps also shared information from a recent webinar held by the President of 
the Board of Public Utilities (BPU), where one of the main concerns discussed was the recent 
increase in electric rates. Some relief is being provided in the form of credits. Due to high usage in 
July and August, customers will receive $30 credits for each of those months, distributed over a six-
month period beginning in September. This will result in a $10 monthly credit from September through 
February. In addition, customers will receive two $50 credits in September and October. Therefore, all 
electric customers should expect to receive $60 in credits in both September and October, and $10 
credits in November, December, January, and February. 

She also noted the availability of a Community Solar Program that offers a 15–20% discount on 
electric bills. Participation does not require solar panel ownership and is open to all residents. More 
information can be found by visiting the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities website and searching 
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for "Community Solar." 

Borough Administrator Phelps reminded the Council that the Shared Services Agreement with the 
County for the CRS Floodplain Management software (Forerunner), which was approved last year for 
a two-year term, is set to expire in March 2025. The program is used by OEM, the Construction 
Department, and the Floodplain Manager. The annual cost is $1,562.40. The County is asking for 
confirmation by October 1st regarding the Borough’s intent to renew. Borough Administrator Donna 
Phelps asked if she could advise the County that the Borough will move forward with renewal. 

Administrator Phelps reported that earlier today she received a bill from Shore Regional for school 
transportation, but it was provided without any explanation or supporting documentation. She noted 
that the cost has increased each year since 2020, with the most recent increase totaling $15,000. 
Phelps stated that she would be reaching out to Shore Regional to request an explanation, as they 
typically provide a list of students to accompany the invoice. 
 

Finally, she gave a reminder that the “Summer’s End” event is scheduled for this Saturday from 5:00 
to 9:00 p.m. and will include a DJ, bagpipes, inflatables, fireworks, and a cornhole tournament starting 
at 1:00 p.m. There is still time to sign up for both the cornhole tournament and the chili/salsa contest, 
including on the day of the event. The rain date is set for Sunday, September 7th, and a decision on 
whether to move to the rain date will be made by Kelle at noon on Friday. 

  

8. Clerk's Report: Acting Clerk Kramer stated that her report would be brief. She announced that 
Netflix is scheduled to appear before the Planning Board on October 14th regarding Phase 2A of the 
400 area. She concluded by stating that this completed her report.  

9. Old Business: None.  

10. New Business: Mayor Tvrdik noted the resolutions that will be on the agenda for the next meeting.  

 
 

Resolution - Appointments to Boards and Committees : 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing a Refund for Overpayment of 8 Arcana Ave: 

 
 

Resolution - Certification of the Annual Budget : 

 
 

Resolution - Approving the Corrective Action Plan Related to the 2024 Audit: 

11. First Reading Ordinances:   

 
 

Ordinance #1113 - Open Space Acquisition:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
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NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

Councilwoman Cooper stated that she would like to call to order the introduction of an 
Ordinance authorizing the Borough to purchase certain properties for open space 
preservation. She requested that Acting Clerk Stephanie Kramer read the Ordinance by 
title only. Acting Clerk Kramer read the title: Ordinance Authorizing the Borough to 
Purchase Block 65, Lot 3.01 and Block 65, Lot 34 for Open Space Preservation Purposes. 

Councilwoman Cooper then made a motion to approve the Ordinance on first reading and 
to hold a public hearing on the proposed Ordinance at the next Council Meeting scheduled 
for September 18th, with proper advertisement in accordance with the law. Councilman 
Deerin seconded the motion. The motion carried. Before calling roll call, Mayor Tvrdik 
asked if there were any comments. He then thanked the Council for their support and 
stated that he believes this is a positive step for Oceanport. He explained that the two 
parcels in question are larger properties located in the center of town along Myrtle 
Avenue—one consisting of 26 acres of woodland and the other 12.5 acres extending to 
Shrewsbury Avenue. He noted that the majority of the land consists of wetlands. The 
Mayor also shared that the County will be covering 75% of the purchase price. With this 
and the other 2 properties, he stated that the Borough will have 40 acres of land preserved 
as open space in perpetuity. 

 
 

Ordinance #1114 - Creating Job Descriptions:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
Councilwoman Cooper introduced an Ordinance for the Borough to incorporate job 
descriptions into the Personnel Policy. She requested Acting Clerk Stephanie Kramer to 
read the Ordinance by title only. Acting Clerk Kramer proceeded to read the title: an 
Ordinance amending Chapter 72, Officers and Employees, Article 2, Personnel Policies, 
Section 72-6, to delineate responsibility for enforcement of personnel policies, and creating 
Section 72-7 entitled "Job Descriptions." Councilwoman Cooper then made a motion to 
approve the Ordinance on first reading and to schedule the public hearing for the proposed 
Ordinance at the Council meeting to be held on September 18, 2025, and to advertise the 
same in accordance with the law. 

 
 

Ordinance #1115 - Update UCC Fees:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
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AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 
William Deerin, Kara Manna 

NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
Councilwoman Cooper called for the introduction of an Ordinance for the Borough to 
amend certain fees. She requested Acting Clerk Kramer to read the Ordinance by title 
only. Acting Clerk Kramer read the title: "An Ordinance of the Borough of Oceanport, 
County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey, Amending Chapter 170, Uniform Construction 
Codes, Section 170-3, Fees." Councilwoman Cooper made a motion to approve the 
Ordinance on first reading and to hold a public hearing on the proposed Ordinance at the 
Council meeting of September 18, 2025, with authorization to advertise the same in 
accordance with the law. Councilman Keeshen seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

12. Mayor Tvrdik's Report:  

Mayor Tvrdik thanked the Council for the Open Acquisition, noting that he believes it will be very 
beneficial for the future of the town. He reported that sidewalks are nearly complete along Port Au 
Peck, which will provide children with safe passage to and from Maria Gata Park and throughout 
town. He added that a few more areas are planned for sidewalk installation to improve safety. Mayor 
Tvrdik also commented on Netflix’s phase 1B approval in Eatontown, explaining that it covers a 155-
acre portion of the property and will include eight sound stages, three mill buildings, production 
offices, a public plaza, and biking and running trails. The project will also feature 24-hour security and 
a welcome center. He clarified that there has been no proposal for a heliport and that nothing has 
been submitted for approval, emphasizing that if such a proposal comes forward, the public will be 
notified so they can voice their concerns. 

The Mayor further announced that Netflix is moving into the next phase, referred to as the 400 
parallel, which includes relocating the monuments along Avenue of Memories to Gallin Park, so the 
public can enjoy them. He noted ongoing concerns about traffic at Horseneck Point and Park Street 
when making a left turn onto Oceanport Avenue. While the 400 plans include significant buffering, 
there is currently no immediate plan for access to Riverside Drive on the other side, even as the 
district grows increasingly busy. Mayor Tvrdik stated that he has discussed the idea of a Town Hall 
meeting with Netflix and their attorneys, but they preferred to keep it within a public meeting format. 
He reminded the Council that Netflix will appear before the Planning Board on October 14. 

He also reported on the sewer project at Summers Park, which will be a 24/7 operation. New 
tunneling will be brought in on the Oceanport side, and the project is expected to last about three 
months. Greenacres will be notified about an extension of their approval, shifting the timeline from 
January through March, with tunneling anticipated to begin in January 2026. Councilman Deerin 
inquired about the possibility of helicopter usage by Netflix, and Mayor Tvrdik reiterated that it is not 
being discussed, as it has not been proposed. Borough Attorney Bayer added that Eatontown may 
have a helicopter ordinance and that discussions are ongoing about restrictions, though he is unsure 
if a formal agreement exists. Finally, Mayor Tvrdik asked Councilman Deerin if he had any further 
updates, and Councilman Deerin announced another “Music in the Park” event at the Old Wharf 
House scheduled for September 26, 2025. 
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13. Public Comments:  

Mayor Tvrdik opened the meeting for public comment. Mark Patterson of 40 Itaska Place asked 
Borough Administrator Phelps for clarification on the figure and school year that Regional provided for 
the courtesy busing system. Administrator Phelps confirmed that the amount was $58,950.91 for the 
2026 school year and that the invoice was received in September. Mr. Patterson expressed concern 
that this amount should have been known as early as April or May and that sending it now with such 
an increase was not appropriate. Mayor Tvrdik thanked him for his comments. 

Roseanne Letson of 50 Deer Path Court in Tinton Falls stated that if Summer’s End takes place this 
weekend, the Historical Committee will have a table offering items for sale, including car magnets, 
shirts, and other materials with the Oceanport logo, as well as Christmas ornaments. She also 
reminded everyone that on September 11, 2025, TJ Fallon, also known as the Dead History Guy, will 
give a talk at the Old Wharf House. Ms. Letson provided an update on the Historical Committee’s 
2026 calendar. She announced that in October 2025, Monmouth County Archives and History Day 
will feature many activities at Brookdale Community College. 

Councilwoman Cooper announced that the First Aid Squad is holding a water drive to support their 
various events, noting as examples the recent fire at Fort Monmouth and a bike run scheduled for this 
Sunday. 

  

14. Adjournment:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William 

Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
  

  

Respectfully submitted,   
   
Stephanie Kramer 
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT MAYOR & COUNCIL 
MINUTES ● REGULAR MEETING 
Clement V. Sommers Municipal Building 
910 Oceanport Way, Oceanport, NJ 07757 

 
SEPTEMBER 18, 2025 at 7:00 PM 

 

1. Call to Order:   

2. Statement of Compliance with Open Public Meetings Act:   

3. Flag Salute, Statement to the Public:   

4. Roll Call:  
STATUS NAME, TITLE ARRIVED 
PRESENT: Councilman Richard Gallo 

Councilman Michael O'Brien 
Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
Councilman William Deerin 
Councilwomen Kara Manna 
Mayor Thomas Tvrdik 

 
7:10pm 

ABSENT: Councilman Bryan Keeshen  
 
ALSO PRESENT: Stephanie Kramer, Acting Borough Clerk 

Katie Cassidy, Deputy Borough Clerk 
Andrew Bayer, Borough Attorney 
Donna M. Phelps, Administrator 
Catherine D. LaPorta, Chief Financial Officer 

 
  

5. PUBLIC COMMENT - Action Items Only: Mayor Tvrdik asked if anyone would like to come up, as 
they added to resolutions that were posted on the website. One for amending the 2025 budget for 
MOU Fire Hydrant Abandonment Project and the other is approving a cooperative purchase 
agreement with Monmouth County for a land preservation incentive project. Seeing no one, 
Councilwoman Cooper motioned to close this portion and Councilwoman Manna seconded.  

6. Administrator's Report: Borough Administrator Donna Phelps stated that she had no additional 
items to report beyond the discussion previously presented.  

 
 

DISCUSSION: MJPPI 2025 Annual Update:  

Borough Administrator Donna Phelps reported that the Borough became a member of the 
MJPPI in 2023. She explained that the current update covers public outreach conducted 
by MJPPI municipal members and stakeholders during 2024, noting that no new members 
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were added that year. 

Ms. Phelps stated that two MJPPI Committee meetings were held for the 2025 update, on 
December 13, 2024, and June 19, 2025. Discussions focused on enhancing stakeholder 
outreach and reminding municipal members of the need to continue their outreach efforts. 
She confirmed that all municipal members and stakeholders were present at the meetings. 

Administrator Phelps further noted that the update must be prepared annually and 
presented at a governing body meeting. She explained that this process supports efforts to 
improve the Borough’s Community Rating System classification. As a result, the Borough’s 
rating has improved from Class 8 to Class 7, which provides residents with 10% savings 
and 15% on flood insurance, an increase of the previous.  

7. Clerk's Report:  

Acting Clerk Stephanie Kramer reminded residents that the General Election will be held on 
November 4. She noted that the ballot drop box at Borough Hall would open on September 19th at 
8:30 a.m. The last day to register to vote is October 14th, and early voting will take place from 
October 25th through November 2nd. 

Acting Clerk Kramer also announced that the townwide yard sale is scheduled for September 27th 
and 28th. Registration is available on the Borough website, with a deadline of September 24th at 3:00 
p.m. 

  

8. Consent Agenda: Mayor Tvrdik asked if anything needed to be pulled separately or had any 
questions on any of the Consent Agenda items.   

 
 

Resolution #2025-245 - Payment of Bills:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-246 - Appointing Anthony Montagna as Building Subcode Official:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
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Resolution #2025-247 - Appointments to Boards and Committees — Recreation:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-248 - Amending the Salary Resolution:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-249 - Certification of the Annual Audit:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-250 - Authorizing a Refund for Overpayment of 8 Arcana Ave:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-251- Approving the Corrective Action Plan Related to the 2024 
Audit:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-252 - Amending the Personnel Policy to Update and Implement 
New Policies:  
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RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-253 - Appointments to Boards and Committees- Environmental:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-254 - Awarding a Contract for Vehicle Repair and Maintenance 
Services Between Allegiance Trucks LLC:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-255 - Declaring the Mega Parcel on the Former Fort Monmouth as 
a Non-Condemnation Area in Need of Redevelopment:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-256- Amending 2025 Budget for FMERA MOU Fire Hydrant 
Abandonment Project:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2025-257 - Approving Cooperative Purchase Agreement with Monmouth 
County for Land Preservation Incentive Project:  
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RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

9. First Reading Ordinances:  

Mayor Tvrdik reported that Ordinance #115, Amending the UCC Fees, had been read at the last 
meeting but required adjustments. The Ordinance was reintroduced at this meeting. Councilwoman 
Cooper requested the reintroduction of the Ordinance to amend certain fees and asked Acting Clerk 
Kramer to read the Ordinance by title only. Acting Clerk Kramer read: An Ordinance Amending 
Chapter 170, Uniform Construction Code, Section 170-3. 

Councilwoman Cooper made a motion to approve the Ordinance on first reading and to hold the 
public hearing at the October 2, 2025, Council Meeting, with advertisement in accordance with law. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Deerin. 

Mayor Tvrdik then announced Ordinance #116, Adopting a Redevelopment Plan for the Mega Parcel. 
Councilwoman Cooper requested the introduction of this Ordinance and asked Acting Clerk Kramer 
to read it by title only. Acting Clerk Kramer read: An Ordinance Adopting a Redevelopment Plan for 
the Mega Parcel located in the Borough of Oceanport within the former Fort Monmouth pursuant to 
the Local Redevelopment and Housing Law. 

Councilwoman Cooper made a motion to approve the Ordinance on first reading and to hold the 
public hearing at the October 2, 2025, Council Meeting, with advertisement in accordance with law. 
The motion was seconded by Councilman Deerin. 

  

 
 

Ordinance #1115 - Amending UCC Fees :  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Ordinance #1116 - Adopting Redevelopment Plan for the Mega Parcel:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
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ABSTAIN: None 

10. Second Reading & Public Hearing Ordinances:  

Councilwoman Cooper asked Acting Clerk Stephanie Kramer to read the affidavit of publication and 
the proposed Ordinance by title only. Acting Clerk Kramer stated that the notice was published in the 
Two River Times on September 11, 2025, in accordance with the law. She then read the title: 
Ordinance Authorizing the Borough to Purchase Block 65, Lot 3.01 and Block 65, Lot 34 for Open 
Space Preservation Purposes. 

Mayor Tvrdik noted that this was the second reading and opened the floor to the public for comments 
on this ordinance. There were no comments. Councilman Gallo made a motion to close the public 
comment portion, which was seconded by Councilwoman Manna. Councilwoman Cooper then made 
a motion to adopt the Ordinance and advertise in accordance with the law. The motion was seconded 
by Councilman Gallo. 

Mayor Tvrdik announced for the record that Councilman O’Brien arrived at 7:10 p.m. 

Councilwoman Cooper asked Acting Clerk Kramer to read the affidavit of publication and Ordinance 
#1114 by title only. Acting Clerk Kramer stated that the notice was published in the Two River Times 
on September 11, 2025, in accordance with the law. She then read the title: Ordinance Amending 
Chapter 72, Officers and Employees, Article 2, Personnel Policies, Section 72-6, Delineating 
Responsibility for the Enforcement of Personnel Policies, and Reading Section 72-7, Entitled Job 
Descriptions. 

Mayor Tvrdik noted that this was a second reading and opened the floor to the public for comment. 
There were none. Councilman Deerin made a motion to close the public comment portion, which was 
seconded by Councilman O’Brien. Councilwoman Cooper then made a motion to adopt the ordinance 
and advertise in accordance with the law. The motion was seconded by Councilman Deerin. 

  

 
 

Ordinance #1113 - Open Space Acquisition:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (4 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Ordinance #1114 - Creating Job Descriptions:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara 

Manna 
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NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

11. Council Standing Committee Reports:   

 
 

Councilman Deerin - Parks & Recreation :  

Councilman Deerin announced that Summer’s End will be held on Saturday, September 
27, beginning at 5:00 p.m., with fireworks to follow later in the evening. He stated that The 
Soulstirs would provide music entertainment, and a cornhole tournament will also take 
place. Councilman Deerin noted that the last Music in the Park event for the season will be 
held on Friday, September 26. He commented on the parks and thanked the Department 
of Public Works for their efforts in maintaining the facilities. Mayor Tvrdik inquired about 
the installation of the flagpole. Borough Administrator Donna Phelps stated that installation 
is scheduled for the beginning of October due to a required mark out. Mayor Tvrdik 
suggested that a temporary light might be considered until the permanent installation is 
completed. 

 
 

Councilman Gallo - Public Works & Engineering: Councilman Gallo provided an update 
on the 2024 Road Program, noting that the project continues to move forward. He reported 
that sidewalks and curbs along Maple Avenue have been completed and that street paving 
will take place over the next 4–6 weeks.  

 
 

Councilman Keeshen - Public Safety: Absent.  

 
 

Councilman O'Brien - Finance & Administration : Councilman O’Brien directed a 
question to Borough Administrator Phelps regarding the MJPPI report and its discussion of 
high-density housing in relation to flooding concerns. Administrator Phelps responded that 
during both the MJPPI and NJ Coastal Coalition meetings, she has never heard density 
discussed as a topic. Mayor Tvrdik noted that the NJDEP’s recent news release mentioned 
proposed changes to coastal flooding regulations, with an intent to adopt them by the end 
of the year. He explained that the NJDEP’s website references low- and moderate-income 
housing projects as eligible for review under the Flood Hazard Area Control Act rules and 
the hardship exception process, which allows relaxation of certain standards when public 
safety is not jeopardized. Councilman O’Brien expressed concern that there is no state-
level oversight group participating in this type of committee, particularly when such 
developments are occurring in and around Oceanport. He stated that this lack of oversight 
is not a good practice. Mayor Tvrdik added that none of these initiatives involve flood 
mitigation and that they are contributing to additional water resources being diverted onto 
non-permeable surfaces. Councilman O’Brien noted that this issue was outside of his area 
of responsibility but wanted his comments on the record. Mayor Tvrdik concluded by 
stating that this is why it is important to preserve and maintain open space. 

 
 

Councilwoman Manna - Health & Human Services : Councilwoman Mana stated that 
the topics discussed in the Environmental and Water Watch meetings align with ongoing 
conversations regarding redevelopment. She noted that one additional element to consider 
is whether the sewer system is large enough to support the proposed development. She 
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mentioned that Dennis Galvin will provide a detailed update on current initiatives, including 
pump stations and a new line under the Shewsberry River to Raccoon Island. 
Councilwoman Mana thanked Richard Gruskos for his years of dedication to the Water 
Watch and Environmental Committee and welcomed new members Fred Filippone and 
Ron Sickler. She reported that water levels have remained mostly stable, with the 
exception of one, and said she will provide further updates after speaking with Dennis 
Galvin. Councilwoman Mana also thanked Public Works for maintaining clean and safe 
streets. She announced that the second annual Mayor's Ball would be held on October 3, 
2025, at 7 p.m., the Shore Regional Open House will take place on Thursday, October 9, 
at 6 p.m., and Dr. English's first Superintendent Coffee House will be on October 28 at 6 
p.m., with the subject focusing on the road to Middle States re-accreditation. She 
mentioned that Jessica Sargent was sworn in to fill a vacant seat on the Board of 
Education and continued updating the Council on Open School Night events, teacher 
contracts, and upcoming school year holidays. 

 
 

Councilwoman Cooper - Planning & Development:  

Councilwoman Cooper thanked the Department of Public Works for delivering cabinets to 
the First Aid Building. She reported that a new in-house training program has begun for 
EMS and this would help them out. She noted several upcoming community events: 
Oktoberfest will be held on October 4th at the Hook and Ladder, and the First Aid Squad 
will host a bingo night on September 20th. She also announced that the First Aid Squad, in 
conjunction with the celebration of the nation’s 250th birthday, has produced a 
commemorative blanket featuring updated Oceanport landmarks. The blankets will be 
available for purchase. Councilwoman Cooper further reported that the Fire Department is 
actively engaged in its fundraising drives. With respect to the Planning Board, 
Councilwoman Cooper stated that she attended a meeting with residents of the Riverside 
section (400 block) where Netflix representatives addressed questions and concerns. She 
noted that Netflix will appear before the Planning Board on October 14. Mayor Tvrdik 
asked Acting Clerk Kramer if the plans were available on the Borough website. Ms. Kramer 
replied that they are currently available for review at Borough Hall and can be posted 
online at any time. The Mayor commented that it was beneficial to meet with residents who 
would be directly impacted, and that having approximately 30 days before the Board 
meeting allows residents time to review and prepare any questions. 

12. Mayor Tvrdik's Report:  

Mayor Tvrdik announced that Netflix will present their application on October 14th at 7 p.m. for Phase 
2B, which is the 400 District. He also updated the Council on Monmouth Park and its future 
expansion plans, which include creating a youth sports mecca. The project aims to diversify beyond 
housing and keep the racetrack viable, including the completion of sidewalks. The Mayor addressed 
the speeding issue in town, noting that a resident suggested reducing the 40 MPH zone to 25 MPH. 
He reached out to Assemblywoman Vicki Flynn for assistance with the DOT to begin the process, 
explaining that the Borough would only need to pass an ordinance with two readings, and state 
approval is unnecessary unless state highways are affected. Borough Attorney Bayer will confirm the 
details. Mayor Tvrdik commented that Councilman Keeshan although absent today, has expressed 
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his support for the change as well. Councilman O’Brien stated that he believes the speed limit 
throughout town should generally be 25 MPH. Councilwoman Manna agreed, noting the number of 
children in Oceanport. Councilwoman Cooper also supported the reduction but voiced concern that it 
should extend to areas such as Wolf Hill, Port Au Peck, and Osprey Lane, where drivers tend to be 
impatient with school buses. Councilman Deerin suggested that establishing the area as a slow zone 
where drivers expect enforcement could improve compliance. Chief Grimes agreed to extend the 
proposed speed limit reduction to Eatontown Boulevard. Mayor Tvrdik asked Borough Attorney Andy 
Bayer to begin with Myrtle to Branchport, so the ordinance can be prepared for the October meeting, 
after which further extensions can be explored. They discussed focusing first on Borough-owned 
roads rather than State or County roads. Chief Grimes reported that the enforcement zones are going 
well and that, ideally, they will become unnecessary once awareness spreads. He noted that other 
towns have contacted him for guidance on implementing similar programs. Mayor Tvrdik shared that 
Bob Berg of the DPW as a result of the plantings donated by Oceanport resident Gary Hager, had 
shown him pictures of the progress at Charles Park, noting how beautiful the area is becoming. He 
also announced a blood drive on September 23rd at the Fort Gym from 12–5 p.m., benefiting RWJ 
Health Care patients. The Mayor mentioned that the 250th anniversary kickoff will take place at the 
Summer’s End Festival, with a table celebrating the nation’s anniversary. He also announced an 
upcoming “250 Committee” event—a recipe swap and pie contest—on Wednesday, the 22nd, from 
12:30–2 p.m. at the Old Wharf House. The winning recipes will be featured in the Oceanport 250 
Cookbook. Lastly, Mayor Tvrdik reported attending the RWJ Barnabas breakfast, where he learned 
about RWJ’s services and the planned hospital expansion of Tinton Falls, including a cancer center 
and new mental health, outpatient services, and emergency room facilities. The Mayor closed by 
extending condolences to the Ferran family on the passing of Joan Ferrin. 

  

13. Public Comments:  

Mark Patterson stated that he was in support of the speed limit reduction and noted that along 
Branchport toward Monmouth Park Racetrack, drivers are treating the road like a two-lane instead of 
turning right as intended. The Mayor asked for clarification on the exact location, and Mr. Patterson 
explained that it is at Branchport and Port Au Peck, going east toward the racetrack, where drivers 
are passing straight through to get ahead of traffic by using the right lane. The Mayor stated that he 
would make Chief Grimes aware of the issue by sending an email. 

Next, Roseanne Letson of Tinton Falls stated that the recent speaker event held about a week ago 
was a great success, drawing over 30 attendees and even impressing Tom Kavanaugh. She shared 
that TJ is working on a new program in conjunction with the 250th anniversary of the country and 
Monmouth County history. Ms. Letson announced that TJ has appeared on talk shows, in magazines, 
and in newspapers. She noted that the Historical Committee will not be represented at the Summer’s 
End Festival but still has all the merchandise they created, which she described in detail along with 
pricing. 

Letson announced that the next speaker will be Ken Magos, host of NJ PBS’s Drive By History, who 
will present on October 9th at 7 p.m. His topic will be “Monmouth County Historical Markers: From 
Revolution to Radar.” She also shared the remaining speakers scheduled for the year and their topics 
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and mentioned that TJ was listed in the Guinness Book of World Records for visiting the most 
presidential grave sites in the shortest amount of time. 

Chief Grimes stated that a hiring notice had been posted for a patrolman position and encouraged 
anyone who knows qualified candidates to visit policeapp.com and search “Oceanport” for detail. He 
also announced that on Tuesday, between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., there will be an active shooter drill at 
Maple Place School as part of the Central Monmouth Active Shooter Group. 

There were no further comments. Councilman O’Brien motioned to close this portion of the meeting, 
and Councilman Deerin seconded. 

  

14. Adjournment:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
  

  

Respectfully submitted,   
   
Stephanie Kramer 
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT 
AUTHORIZING THE GOVERNING BODY TO ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 
Resolution #2025-278 
10/16/25 

 
WHEREAS, the Mayor & Council of the Borough of Oceanport are subject to the requirements of the Open Public Meeting Act 

N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq.; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey generally requires that all meetings of public bodies be 
open to the public; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Open Public Meetings Act further provides that a public body may exclude the public from a portion of a meeting 

at which time the public body discusses items enumerated in the Open Public Meetings Act at N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b, which items are 
recognized as requiring confidentiality; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is necessary and appropriate for the Mayor & Council of the Borough of Oceanport to discuss certain matters in a 

meeting not open to the public consistent with N.J.S.A. 10:4-12b. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor & Council of the Borough of Oceanport, pursuant to the Open Public 
Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1.) The Mayor & Council shall hold a closed meeting from which the public shall be excluded on October 16, 2025 
 

2.) The general nature of the subjects to be discussed at said closed meeting shall be related to 
 

 N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(1) Matters Required by Law to be Confidential 
 N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(2) Matters Where the Release of Information Would Impair the Right to Receive Funds 
 N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(3) Matters Involving Individual Privacy 

                  __       N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(4) Matters Relating to Collective Bargaining and Contract Agreements 
      __N.J.S.A. 10:412(b)(5) 
 N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(6) 

Matters Relating to the Purchase, Lease or Acquisition of Real Property-Open Space 
Matters Relating to Public Safety and Property 

 
 _    N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(7) Matters Relating to Litigation, Negotiations and the Attorney-Client Privilege-Affordable 
__X_ N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(8) Matters Relating to the Employment Relationship 
_____N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(9) Matters Relating to the Potential Imposition of a Penalty 

 
3.) The minutes of said closed meeting shall be made available for disclosure to the public consistent with N.J.S.A. 10:4-13, 

when the items which are subject of the closed session discussion are resolved and a reason for confidentiality no longer exists. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that formal action may be taken after the Executive Session. 
 
Motion:               Second:  
 

ROLL CALL YES NO  ABSTAIN   ABSENT   
Deerin  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Gallo  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Keeshen (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Manna               (  )        (   )        (  )            (   ) 
O’Brien  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Cooper  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Tvrdik              (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 

 
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution #2025-278 
approved by the Oceanport Borough Council at the 
Regular Meeting held October 16, 2025   
     
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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