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BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT MAYOR & COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING ● AGENDA 
Clement V. Sommers Municipal Building 
910 Oceanport Way, Oceanport, NJ 07757 

 
APRIL 23, 2026 at 7:00 PM 

 
1. Call to Order 

2. Statement of Compliance with Open Public Meetings ActThis meeting complies with the Open Public Meetings 
Act by adequate and electronic notification on January 15, 2026 of this meeting and its location, date and time to the 
Asbury Park Press and Two River Times and by the posting of same on the municipal bulletin board and Borough’s 
Web Site. 

3. Flag Salute, Statement to the Public: Often times it may appear that the Mayor & Council take action with very little 
comment and in many cases by unanimous vote. Many items are of routine business that are placed on a Consent 
Agenda as they do not require additional discussion. Items not of a routine nature are first listed for discussion at a 
Workshop meeting prior to being listed for action at a Regular Meeting. Where appropriate, items are referred to a 
Council Committee for further study and investigation before being returned with a recommendation for the full 
Council to consider. The members of the Borough Council work via committees along with the Mayor, Borough Clerk 
and Administration to assure that the members fully understand the matter. There are occasions where matters are 
presented to the Mayor & Council for discussion and action at the same meeting when of a timely nature.  

4. Roll Call 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT - Action Items Only: At this time, comments are invited on action items only. Upon being 
recognized by the Mayor, anyone wishing to address the Governing Body, please state your name and address. No 
member of the public may address or question individual Governing Body members or administration. Although public 
participation is welcomed and encouraged, the governing body may, through the Mayor or presiding officer, terminate 
remarks to and/or by any individual not keeping with the conduct of a proper and efficient meeting. The Borough 
bears no responsibility for comments made by members of the public. In order to permit the fair and orderly 
expression of public comment, questions from the public will be responded to, if feasible, after the public comment 
portion of the meeting is closed. 

6. Administrator's Report 

7. Consent Agenda: All items listed under Consent Agenda, are considered routine by the Borough Council and will be 
enacted by one motion in the form listed below. There will not be separate discussion of these items.. If discussion is 
desired, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda by request of the Council member and considered 
separately. There will be one motion for all items listed.  

   Resolution #2026-128 - Payment of Bills 

   Resolution #2026-129 - Resolution Rejecting Bids for Electrical Service Modification for 
Oceanport Municipal Complex 

   Resolution #2026-130 - Extending the 2026 Third Quarter Grace Period 

   Resolution #2026-131 - Tax Sale Certificate 24-00001 (59 Monmouth Blvd) 

   Resolution #2026-132 - Authorizing Appointment of Christina Pringle-Burough as 
Administrative Assistant to the Police Dept 
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   Resolution #2026-133 - Awarding Contract For Professional Engineering Services to 
Colliers Engineering for Stormwater MS4 Map Preparation 

   Resolution #2026-134 - Awarding Contract For Engineering Services to Colliers Engineering 
for Stormwater Watershed Improvement Plan 

   Resolution #2026-135 - Approving Alexander O'Hara for Fire Department Member 

   Resolution #2026-136 - Approving Ryan Sheftel for Oceanport First Aid Membership 

   Resolution #2026-137 - Authorizing Shared Services Agreement with Monmouth Beach for 
Payroll Services 

   Resolution #2026-138 - Authorizing the Borough Administrator to Execute and Submit a 
Letter of Intent to the NJ DEP for BBP 

8. Minutes 

   Mayor and Council Workshop Meeting Minutes 12-4-25 

   Mayor and Council Regular Meeting Minutes 1-22-26 

9. Second Reading & Public Hearing Ordinances 

   Ordinance #1123 - Authorizing the Borough to Purchase Block 99 Lot 1 for Open Space 
Preservation Purposes 

10. Council Standing Committee Reports 

   Councilman Deerin - Parks and Recreation  

   Councilman Gallo - Public Works and Engineering  

   Councilman Keeshen - Public Safety  

   Councilman O'Brien -  Finance and Administration 

   Councilwoman Manna - Health and Human Services 

   Councilwoman Cooper- Planning and Development 

11. Mayor Tvrdik's Report 

12. Public Comments 

13. Adjournment 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF 
BILL LIST FOR April 23, 2026 

 
 
Resolution #2026-128 
4/23/2026 
 
 

WHEREAS, the Governing Body has considered the payment of said bills as set 
forth at its public meeting of April 23, 2026. 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Mayor and Council that the bills be paid as on the attached 
bill list for $773,585.70  
 

CERTIFICATION OF FUNDS 
 

I, Catherine D. LaPorta, Chief Financial Officer, of the Borough of Oceanport do hereby 
certify that funds are available for the purpose stated herein. 
 

 

  
Motion:               Second:  
 

ROLL CALL YES NO  ABSTAIN   ABSENT   
Deerin  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Gallo  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Keeshen (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Manna               (  )        (   )        (  )            (   ) 
O’Brien  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Cooper  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Tvrdik              (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 

 
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution #2026-128 
approved by the Oceanport Borough Council at the 
Regular Meeting held April 23, 2026   
     
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 

 
 

 

 
CATHERINE D. LaPORTA, CFO 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT 
REJECTING ALL BIDS FOR ELECTRICAL SERVICE MODIFICATIONS FOR OCEANPORT 

MUNICIPAL COMPLEX 
 

Resolution #2026-129 
4/23/26 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Oceanport authorized the receipt of bids for renovations entitled "Electrical Service 
Modifications for Oceanport Municipal Complex"; and 

 
WHEREAS, Astro Electrical Contractor, LLC contacted our office and indicated that they made a mathematical error 
on their bid and asked to be withdrawn; and 
 
WHEREAS, the remaining (5) bids exceeded the Borough Engineer’s estimate for the project; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:11-13.2 states said rejection is just cause to reject all bids received for the ""Electrical 
Service Modifications for Oceanport Municipal Complex" project; and 

 
WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Borough to reject all bids received on March 31, 2026 for exceeding the cost 

estimate and re-bid the project. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Oceanport in the County of 
Monmouth, State of New Jersey that the Borough of Oceanport does hereby rejects all bids received for the "Electrical Service 
Modifications for Oceanport Municipal Complex" project for the reasons set forth in this Resolution. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk is hereby authorized to return the bid security to all bidders. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that certified copies of this Resolution be provided by the Borough Clerk to each of the 

following: 
A) Borough Engineer 
B) Chief Financial Officer/Purchasing Agent 
C) All bidders as follows: 

1. Astro Electrical Contractor, LLC 
1415 E. Elizabeth Ave  
 Linden, NJ 07036 

2. Ranco Construction, Inc. 
2 Coleman Court 
Southampton, NJ 08088 

3. Sodon Electric, LLC 
700 McClellan St. 
Long Branch, NJ 07740 

4. Breaker Electric, LLC 
488  Monmouth Rd. 
Clarksburg, NJ 08510 

5. Beach Electric Company, Inc. 
67-69 Grove St.  
Paterson, NJ 07503 

6. Dee-EN Electrical Contracting, Inc. 
3014 Tremley Point Road 
Linden, NJ 07038 
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Motion:               Second:  
 

ROLL CALL YES NO  ABSTAIN   ABSENT   
Deerin  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Gallo  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Keeshen (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Manna               (  )        (   )        (  )            (   ) 
O’Brien  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Cooper  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Tvrdik              (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 

 
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution #2026-129 
approved by the Oceanport Borough Council at the 
Regular Meeting held April 23, 2026   
     
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT  
AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE #24-00001 FOR   

BLOCK 13 LOT 21 KNOWN AS 59 MONMOUTH BLVD 
 

RESOLUTION #2026-131 
4/23/26 

 
 
WHEREAS, at the Borough Tax Sale held on October 2, 2025, a lien was sold on Block 13 Lot 21, otherwise known as  

59 Monmouth Blvd.; and 
 

 

WHEREAS, this lien, known as Tax Sale Certificate 24-00001 was sold to Trystone Capital Assets LLC at an interest rate of  
0%; and 

 

WHEREAS, the owner has redeemed Certificate 24-00001 in the amount of $24,515.95. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the CFO be authorized to issue a check in the amount of $24,515.95 payable to 
Trystone Capital Assets LLC, PO Box 1030, Brick, NJ 08723 for the redemption of Tax Sale Certificate 24-00001. 
   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the CFO be authorized to issue a check in the amount of $15,000.00 (Premium) to the  
aforementioned lienholder. 
 
Motion:               Second:  
 

ROLL CALL YES NO  ABSTAIN   ABSENT   
Deerin  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Gallo  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Keeshen (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Manna               (  )        (   )        (  )            (   ) 
O’Brien  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Cooper  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Tvrdik              (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 

 
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution #2026-131 
approved by the Oceanport Borough Council at the 
Regular Meeting held April 23, 2026   
     
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT  
AUTHORIZING REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE #24-00001 FOR   

BLOCK 13 LOT 21 KNOWN AS 59 MONMOUTH BLVD 
 

RESOLUTION #2026-131 
4/23/26 

 
 
WHEREAS, at the Borough Tax Sale held on October 2, 2025, a lien was sold on Block 13 Lot 21, otherwise known as  

59 Monmouth Blvd.; and 
 

 

WHEREAS, this lien, known as Tax Sale Certificate 24-00001 was sold to Trystone Capital Assets LLC at an interest rate of  
0%; and 

 

WHEREAS, the owner has redeemed Certificate 24-00001 in the amount of $24,515.95. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the CFO be authorized to issue a check in the amount of $24,515.95 payable to 
Trystone Capital Assets LLC, PO Box 1030, Brick, NJ 08723 for the redemption of Tax Sale Certificate 24-00001. 
   

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the CFO be authorized to issue a check in the amount of $15,000.00 (Premium) to the  
aforementioned lienholder. 
 
Motion:               Second:  
 

ROLL CALL YES NO  ABSTAIN   ABSENT   
Deerin  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Gallo  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Keeshen (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Manna               (  )        (   )        (  )            (   ) 
O’Brien  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Cooper  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Tvrdik              (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 

 
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution #2026-131 
approved by the Oceanport Borough Council at the 
Regular Meeting held April 23, 2026   
     
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT 
AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF CHRISTINA PRINGLE-BROUGH AS ADMINISTRATIVE 

ASSISTANT ASSIGNED TO THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 

Resolution #2026-132     
04//23/2026 

WHEREAS, there is a need in the Police Department to fill a vacancy in the Administrative Assistant / 
Records Clerk position with the resignation of Analis Nunez; and 

WHEREAS, the Police Chief and command staff received applications and conducted interviews and has 
recommended that the position be filled by Christina Pringle-Burrough. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Oceanport Governing Body confirmes the appointment of 
Christina Pringle-Burrough as full time Administrative Assistant/Police Records Clerk assigned to the Police 
Department at an annual salary of $52,500.00 in accordance with the Salary ordinance effective March 6, 2025. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Borough Clerk forward a certified copy of this resolution to the 
Police Chief, Borough Administrator, Chief Financial Officer and the Payroll Department. 

 
 

Motion:               Second:  
 

ROLL CALL YES NO  ABSTAIN   
ABSENT   
Deerin  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Gallo  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Keeshen (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Manna               (  )         (  )        (  )             (  ) 
O’Brien  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Cooper  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Tvrdik              (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 

    
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution #2026-132   
approved by the Oceanport Borough Council at the Regular 
Meeting held April 23, 2026.    
      
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT 
AWARDING CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES TO COLLIERS 

ENGINEERING & DESIGN FOR THE STORMWATER MS4 MAP PREPARATION 
 

Resolution #2026-133        
04/23/2026 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Oceanport is a duly organized Municipal Corporation (hereinafter referred to 

as “Borough”) having principal offices at 910 Oceanport Way, Oceanport, New Jersey 07757; and 
 

WHEREAS, there is a need for the Borough to obtain engineering services for the Stormwater MS4 Map 
Preparation; and 

 
WHEREAS, the services to be provided are deemed to be “professional services” pursuant to the Local 

Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40:A 11-1, et seq.); and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law authorizes the awarding of a Contract for “professional 
services” without public advertising for bids, provided that the Resolution authorizing the Contract and the Contract 
itself, are available for public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk and that notice of the awarding of the 
Contract is published in a newspaper of general circulation in the Municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, Colliers Engineering & Design has submitted a proposal dated December 4, 2025, in the 

amount of $39,560,00 and having considered the matter, the Borough now wishes to authorize the Borough 
Engineer, Colliers Engineering & Design to perform the Stormwater MS4 Map Preparation engineering services. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Oceanport as follows: 

 
1. That the Borough of Oceanport has awarded a Professional Service Contract to Colliers Engineering & Design 

as Borough Engineer for 2026 and the work to be performed will be consistent with their existing contract and 
the proposal for engineering services dated December 4, 2025, for the purpose of engineering and design for 
the Stormwater MS4 Map Preparation. 

2. That the compensation associated with the proposal shall not exceed $39,560.00. 
3. That the within Resolution shall be subject to the Borough CFO confirming that funds are available for the stated 

purpose. 
4. That the Borough Clerk shall publish a notice of the award in the Two River Times and the resolution and 

contract shall remain on file in the Borough Clerk’s office. 
 

CERTIFICATION OF FUNDS 
As required by N.J.A.C. 5:34-5.1 et. seq., and any other applicable requirement, I, Catherine D. LaPorta, Chief Financial Officer of the 
Borough of Oceanport certify that funds are available in Budget Account #04-215-55-989-A07 not to exceed $19,560.00 and Budget 
Account #02-213-40-700-066 not to exceed $20,000.00 for the above referenced professional services contract. 
 

_______________________________ 
Catherine D. LaPorta, CFO 
 

 
Motion:               Second:  
 

ROLL CALL YES NO  ABSTAIN   
ABSENT   
Deerin  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Gallo  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Keeshen (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Manna               (  )         (  )        (  )             (  ) 
O’Brien  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Cooper  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Tvrdik              (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 

 
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution #2026-133   
approved by the Oceanport Borough Council at the Regular 
Meeting held April 23, 2026.    
      
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT 
AWARDING CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES TO COLLIERS 
ENGINEERING & DESIGN FOR THE STORMWATER WATERSHED IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

 
Resolution #2026-134        
04/23/2026 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough of Oceanport is a duly organized Municipal Corporation (hereinafter referred to 

as “Borough”) having principal offices at 910 Oceanport Way, Oceanport, New Jersey 07757; and 
 

WHEREAS, there is a need for the Borough to obtain engineering services for the Stormwater Watershed 
Improvement Plan; and 

 
WHEREAS, the services to be provided are deemed to be “professional services” pursuant to the Local 

Public Contracts Law (N.J.S.A. 40:A 11-1, et seq.); and 
 

WHEREAS, the Local Public Contracts Law authorizes the awarding of a Contract for “professional 
services” without public advertising for bids, provided that the Resolution authorizing the Contract and the Contract 
itself, are available for public inspection in the Office of the Borough Clerk and that notice of the awarding of the 
Contract is published in a newspaper of general circulation in the Municipality; and 

 
WHEREAS, Colliers Engineering & Design has submitted a proposal dated December 12, 2025, in the 

amount of $18,000.00 and having considered the matter, the Borough now wishes to authorize the Borough 
Engineer, Colliers Engineering & Design to perform the Stormwater Watershed Improvement Plan engineering 
and design services. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Borough Council of the Borough of Oceanport as follows: 

 
1. That the Borough of Oceanport has awarded a Professional Service Contract to Colliers Engineering & Design 

as Borough Engineer for 2026 and the work to be performed will be consistent with their existing contract and 
the proposal for engineering services dated December 12, 2025, for the purpose of engineering and design for 
the Stormwater Watershed Improvement Plan. 

2. That the compensation associated with the proposal shall not exceed $18,000.00. 
3. That the within Resolution shall be subject to the Borough CFO confirming that funds are available for the stated 

purpose. 
4. That the Borough Clerk shall publish a notice of the award in the Two River Times and the resolution and 

contract shall remain on file in the Borough Clerk’s office. 
 

CERTIFICATION OF FUNDS 
As required by N.J.A.C. 5:34-5.1 et. seq., and any other applicable requirement, I, Catherine D. LaPorta, Chief Financial Officer of the 
Borough of Oceanport certify that funds are available in Budget Account #04-215-55-989-A07 not to exceed $18,000.00 for the above 
referenced professional services contract. 
 

_______________________________ 
Catherine D. LaPorta, CFO 
 

 
Motion:               Second:  
 

ROLL CALL YES NO  ABSTAIN   
ABSENT   
Deerin  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Gallo  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Keeshen (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Manna               (  )         (  )        (  )             (  ) 
O’Brien  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Cooper  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Tvrdik              (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 

 
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution #2026-134   
approved by the Oceanport Borough Council at the Regular 
Meeting held April 23, 2026.    
      
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT APPROVING ALEXANDER O’HARA 
FOR OCEANPORT FIRE DEPARTMENT MEMBERSHIP 

Resolution #2026-135 
4/23/26 
 

 WHEREAS, Alexander O’Hara, Oceanport, NJ, has submitted a Membership 
Application to the Oceanport Hook & Ladder Fire Company  to join the Oceanport Fire 
Department; and  
 

WHEREAS, the application has been approved and accepted by the Company 
membership, approved by the Fire Chief and received Police Chief designation of suitable 
for service,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of 
Oceanport that the Fire Department Membership Application of Alexander O’Hara is 
hereby approved.  

 

 

Motion:                        Second:  
 
ROLL CALL YES NO  ABSTAIN   ABSENT   
Deerin  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Gallo  (  ) (  ) (  )     ( ) 
Keeshen  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Manna                  (  )         (  )           (  )             (  ) 
O’Brien  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Cooper  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Tvrdik               (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 

 
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution #2026-135 
approved by the Oceanport Borough Council at the Regular 
Meeting held April 23, 2026.    
      
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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Gary Grimes 
Chief of Police 

Gregory Lauretta 
Captain 

Borough of Oceanport 
732.222.6300 

Main

732.222.6301 ext 1015 
Records

732.222.0945 
FaxPolice Department 

P.O. Box 370, Oceanport, New Jersey 07757 

info@oceanportpolice.org 

Monday, April 20, 2026 

To: 
Francis Lippolis, Oceanport Fire Department 
Donna Phelps, Oceanport Borough Administrator 

Reference: Alexander O’Hara,Oceanport Hook & Ladder Fire Department Applicant 

Please be advised that the record check of the above applicant for membership in a volunteer organization is 
complete. Our investigation has led to the following finding: 

X The applicant is suitable for membership. 

The applicant is NOT suitable for membership. 

If there are any further questions regarding this applicant, please contact my office. 

Sincerely, 

Gary J. Grimes 
Chief of Police 

Cc: file copy 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT APPROVING RYAN SHEFTEL FOR 
OCEANPORT FIRST AID MEMBERSHIP 

Resolution #2026-136 
4/23/2026 

 
WHEREAS, Ryan Sheftel, Oceanport, NJ, has submitted a Membership Application to 

join the Oceanport Volunteer First Aid & Rescue Squad; and 

 
WHEREAS, the application has been approved and accepted by the Squad 

membership, approved by the First Aid Captain and received Police Chief designation of 
suitable for service, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Governing Body of the Borough of 
Oceanport that the First Aid Department Membership Application of Ryan Sheftel is hereby 
approved. 

 
 
 

 
Motion:  Second:  

ROLL CALL YES NO ABSTAIN ABSENT 
Deerin (  ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Gallo (  ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Keeshen (  ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
Manna (  ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 
O’Brien ( ) ( ) ( ) (  ) 
Cooper (  ) ( ) ( ) (  ) 
Tvrdik ( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 

 
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution #2026-136 
approved by the Oceanport Borough Council at the 
Regular Meeting held April 23, 2026 

 
 

STEPHANIE KRAMER 
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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Gary J. Grimes 
Chief of Police 

Gregory Lauretta 
Captain 

Borough of Oceanport 
732.222.6300 

Main

732.222.6301 ext 1015 
Records 

732.222.0945 
FaxPolice Department 

P.O. Box 370, Oceanport, New Jersey 07757 

info@oceanportpolice.org 

Monday, April 20, 2026 

To: 
Jonathan Ryan, Oceanport First Aid 
Donna Phelps, Oceanport Borough Administrator 

Reference: Ryan Sheftel, First Aid Applicant 

Please be advised that the record check of the above applicant for membership in a volunteer organization is 
complete. Our investigation has led to the following finding: 

X The applicant is suitable for membership. 

The applicant is NOT suitable for membership. 

If there are any further questions regarding this applicant, please contact my office. 

Sincerely, 

Gary J. Grimes 
Chief of Police 

Cc: file copy 
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RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT 
AUTHORIZING ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION TO JASON SUTTON IN CONNECTION WITH A SHARED 

SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH OF MONMOUTH BEACH FOR PAYROLL SERVICES 
 

Resolution #2026-137      
04/23/2026 

 
WHEREAS, in connection with the Uniform Shared Services and Consolidation Act, N,J,S.A. 40A:65- I, et seq,, 

which permit units of local government to share services for particular purposes and to effectuate agreements for any service 
or circumstance that will aid and encourage a reduction of local expenses, the Borough of Oceanport ("Oceanport") has 
authorized the execution and implementation of a Shared Services Agreement ("Agreement") with the Borough of Monmouth 
Beach ("Monmouth Beach"), for the provision of payroll services beginning March 1, 2026, and ending on December 31, 2026; 
and  

 
WHEREAS, the services to be provided to Monmouth Beach will be furnished on behalf of the Borough by Jason 

Sutton ("Employee), who will continue to provide payroll services to Oceanport; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Agreement provides for payment to Oceanport commensurate with the additional hours per week 
required to be worked by the Employee, and the Employee has agreed to work such hours and to be paid an additional 
sum in accordance with her current rate of compensation, 

 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Governing Body of the Borough of Oceanport, County of Monmouth, 

as follows: 
 

1. All of the above recitals are incorporated herein by reference, 

2. Commencing March 1, 2026, the Borough Council hereby authorizes additional compensation to Jason 
Sutton in connection with the services to be provided by Mr. Sutton consistent with the aforementioned shared 
services agreement in the annual amount of $10,000.00, 

3. This Resolution is subject to the following conditions: 
 

a, The Oceanport Borough Council's adoption of a Resolution authorizing the execution and 
implementation of the subject Shared Services Agreement 

b, Mr. Sutton's performance of the services for Monmouth Beach as described in the subject Shared 
Services Agreement, and the continued provision of such services on a full-lime basis to the Borough 
of Oceanport. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of Oceanport, that Jason Sutton is 

hereby appointed to provide payroll services to the Borough of Monmouth Beach in connection with a shared services 
agreement at an annual rate of $10,000, effective March 1, 2026; and 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to Jason Sutton, Borough Administrator, the 

Payroll Clerk and the Borough of Monmouth Beach. 
 

Motion:               Second:  
 

ROLL CALL YES NO  ABSTAIN   ABSENT   
Deerin  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Gallo  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Keeshen (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Manna               (  )         (  )        (  )             (  ) 
O’Brien  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Cooper  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Tvrdik              (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 

 
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution #2026-137 
approved by the Oceanport Borough Council at the 
Regular Meeting held April 23, 2026.  
      
  
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

THE BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT, IN THE COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY 

AND 

THE BOROUGH OF MONMOUTH BEACH, IN THE COUNTY OF MONMOUTH, NEW JERSEY 
PROVIDING PAYROLL SERVICES 

Dated as of  April 23, 2026
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INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

This INTERLOCAL SERVICES AGREEMENT (this "Agreement") between the Borough 
of Oceanport, County of Monmouth, New Jersey, a municipal corporation of the State of New 
Jersey ("Oceanport") with offices located at 910 Oceanport Way, Oceanport, New Jersey, and the 
Borough of Monmouth Beach in the County of Monmouth, New Jersey, a municipal corporation 
of the State of New Jersey ("Monmouth Beach") with offices located at 22 Beach Road, Monmouth 
Beach, New Jersey, effective March 1, 2026. 

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, Oceanport and Monmouth Beach have determined that it is in the best interests 
of Oceanport, Monmouth Beach and the residents thereof for Oceanport and Monmouth Beach to 
jointly provide for Payroll Services (the "Work"); and 

WHEREAS, the cost of the work to Monmouth Beach has been agreed upon to be $10,000 
annually; and 

WHEREAS, Oceanport and Monmouth Beach desire to set forth certain terms and 
conditions relating to the Work, the time frame, and the terms of payment by Monmouth Beach 
for its cost of the Work; and 

WHEREAS, the Interlocal Services Act, N.J.S.A. 40:SA-1, et seq. authorizes and 
encourages municipalities to enter into contracts for the joint provision within their jurisdiction of 
any service that either party to the agreement is empowered to render within its own jurisdiction; 
and 

WHEREAS, municipalities are expressly authorized to work together for the provision of 
municipal services; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interests of the citizens of Oceanport and Monmouth Beach to 
work together through this Interlocal Services Agreement to implement the Work for the benefit of 
each respective community; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, the parties hereto mutually agree as follows: 

Section 1. Oceanport and Monmouth Beach will act together in accordance with this 
Agreement to implement the Work for a total cost of $10,000.00 to Monmouth Beach, annually per 
year that this agreement remains in effect. These payments from Monmouth Beach will be due to 
the Borough in four (4) equal payments on the 15th day of the following months: March, June, 
September, and December of 2026 to finance the cost of the Work. In the event the 15th day of the 
month shall fall on a weekend or Holiday, the payment shall be due on the next business day. Any 
payments made in accordance with this provision shall be deemed timely for the purposes of this 
Agreement. 
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Section 2. Oceanport will provide Jason Sutton to administer payroll services to 
Monmouth Beach through remote, virtual, or onsite means. 

Section 3. The Work, as specified in Section 7 herein, will be performed and managed by 
the Jason Sutton under the supervision of the Monmouth Beach Administrator and any other 
individuals he appoints in conjunction with the completion of the Work. 

Section 4. The Work to be performed by Mr. Sutton shall include processing 26 payrolls 
annually, making any required tax payments, and any other work required as part of the required 
payroll services. Mr. Sutton shall perform his or her duties in accordance with applicable laws and 
regulatory standards. 

Section 4. Should Monmouth Beach request work outside the scope of this agreement from 
Mr. Sutton, Monmouth Beach shall contract directly with Oceanport for such work. 

Section 5. The parties agree this is an exclusive service agreement. Mr. Sutton may not 
provide similar services to municipal entities that are not a part of this Agreement without the 
express written approval of the parties. 

Section 6. This Agreement is intended to incorporate the entire Agreement of the parties 
relating to the subject matter hereof. There are no prior or contemporaneous agreements, written 
or oral, which relate to the subject matter hereof, or which modify any of the terms of this writing. 
This writing supersedes all prior negotiations or agreements. This Agreement may not be modified, 
amended or changed in any respect except in writing signed by both parties and approved by the 
respective governing bodies of both parties. 

Section 7. The provisions of this Agreement are severable. If any article, sentence, clause, 
or phrase shall be adjudged by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the decision shall 
not affect the validity of the remaining portions of the Agreement. 

Section 8. Oceanport and Monmouth Beach shall hold each other harmless against claims, 
demands, liabilities, damages, losses, costs, charges and any and all expenses, (including but not 
limited to, reasonable attorneys' fees) that either may incur or be subject to as a consequence 
directly or indirectly of any breach or nonperformance by either party of its obligations under this 
Agreement or by the willful or negligent act of either party in connection with such performance 
or nonperformance. 

Section 9. The rights and the obligations under this Agreement shall not be assigned by 
either party without the written consent of the other. 

Section I 0. This Agreement shall remain in effect from March 1, 2026 through December 31, 
2026, unless otherwise agreed and approved by the respective governing bodies of both parties. 

Section 11. This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of New Jersey. If 
either party defaults on its obligations herein, the other party may take whatever action is necessary 
and available under the laws of the State of New Jersey to enforce specific performance. 

 
Section 12. The parties signing below have been authorized by resolution adopted by the 

governing bodies of Oceanport and Monmouth Beach to enter into this Agreement and sign on 
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behalf of the respective parties. 
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, Oceanport has caused this Agreement to be executed in its 
corporate name by its duly Authorized Representative, and Monmouth Beach has caused this 
Agreement to be executed in its name by its duly Authorized Representative, not as of the date first 
above written but, on the date, set forth below. 

 

 
[SEAL] BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT 

 
 
 
 
__________________________________  ____________________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER    THOMAS J. TVRDIK 
Acting Borough Clerk    Mayor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________  ____________________________________ 
JOYCE L. ESCALANTE, RMC   TIMOTHY SOMERS 
Borough Clerk     Mayor 
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RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR TO EXECUTE 
AND SUBMIT A LETTER OF INTENT TO THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION FOR BLACKBERRY BAY PARK 

Resolution #2026-138    
04/23/2026 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Oceanport owns and maintains Blackberry Bay Park, a 
public recreational facility for the benefit of Borough residents; and 

WHEREAS, the Borough seeks to apply for a Freshwater Wetlands Letter of 
Interpretation from the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP) for line 
verification for Blackberry Bay Park to confirm locations of wetlands and their associated 
transition areas; and 

WHEREAS, the NJDEP requires submission of a Letter of Intent (LOI) as part of the 
application process, together with an application fee in the amount of $3,000.00; and 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to authorize a designated official to execute and submit such 
documentation on behalf of the Borough. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Mayor and Council of the Borough of 
Oceanport, County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey, as follows: 

1. The Borough Administrator is hereby authorized to execute and submit the application 
for a Freshwater Wetlands Letter of Interpretation for line verification for Blackberry Bay 
Park to confirm locations of wetlands and their associated transition areas.  

2. The Borough Administrator is further authorized to execute all documents necessary to 
effectuate the submission of the LOI and to take any additional actions required to 
advance this application, including processing the $3,000 application fee. 

3. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption according to law. 

 
Motion:               Second:  
 

ROLL CALL YES NO  ABSTAIN   ABSENT   
Deerin  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Gallo  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Keeshen (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Manna               (  )         (  )        (  )             (  ) 
O’Brien  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Cooper  (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 
Tvrdik              (  ) (  ) (  )     (  ) 

 
I certify this to be a true copy of Resolution #2026-138 
approved by the Oceanport Borough Council at the 
Regular Meeting held April 23, 2026.  
      
  
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT MAYOR & COUNCIL 
MINUTES ● WORKSHOP 
Clement V. Sommers Municipal Building 
910 Oceanport Way, Oceanport, NJ 07757 

 
DECEMBER 4, 2025 at 7:00 PM 

 

1. Meeting Called to Order:   

2. Statement of Compliance with Open Public Meetings Act:   

3. Flag Salute, Statement to the Public:   

4. Roll Call:  
STATUS NAME, TITLE ARRIVED 
PRESENT: Councilman Richard Gallo 

Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
Councilman Michael O'Brien 
Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
Councilman William Deerin 
Councilwomen Kara Manna 

 

ABSENT:   
 
ALSO PRESENT: Stephanie Kramer, Acting Borough Clerk 

Katie Cassidy, Deputy Borough Clerk 
Andrew Bayer, Borough Attorney 
Donna M. Phelps, Administrator 
Catherine D. LaPorta, Chief Financial Officer 

 
  

5. PUBLIC COMMENT - Action Items Only: Mayor Tvrdik announced that the public comment portion 
would be limited to action items only. He advised that any comments regarding the potential financial 
agreement with Netflix should be held for the Regular Meeting. Toni Sverapa,155 Comanche Drive, 
addressed the Council. Mrs. Sverapa stated that while reviewing the agenda, she noticed an item 
regarding approval of a Community Benefits Agreement and asked if the Council could provide an 
explanation of that item. Mayor Tvrdik explained that, as part of the Aspire funding application 
pursued by Netflix, the company is required to provide a community benefit to the Borough of 
Oceanport in the amount of $3,000,000, with funds expected within ten (10) days of closing.The 
Mayor stated that a Community Benefits Committee must be established within six (6) months of 
executing the agreement. The committee will serve in an advisory capacity. Mayor Tvrdik noted that a 
call for volunteers has been issued, three individuals have signed up, and he will appoint the 
members, with no fewer than three members on the committee. The administration anticipates 
formally establishing the committee by the February meeting. 
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6. Action Items:   

 
 

Public Hearing- Community Benefits Agreement between Borough of Oceanport, 
Netflix, Inc. and NJEDA:  

Glenn Langan, 475 Port-Au-Peck Avenue, approached the podium and stated that he had 
several questions regarding the PILOT program and inquired whether it was appropriate to 
ask them at that time. The Mayor advised that those questions should be held for the 
public hearing to be conducted during the Regular Meeting following the Workshop, at 
which time all members of the public and professionals would be present to address such 
matters. Mr. Langan acknowledged and thanked the Mayor. There being no further 
comments on action items, a motion was made by Councilman O’Brien and seconded by 
Councilman Deerin to close the public comment portion. On roll call, all present voted in 
favor. The Mayor then opened the public hearing on the Community Benefits Agreement 
between the Borough of Oceanport and Netflix and invited members of the public to come 
forward, state their name and address, and provide comments. 

Mark Patterson, 40 Iroquois Place, approached the podium and inquired as to the authority 
of the proposed Community Benefits Committee. Specifically, he asked whether the 
committee would function in an advisory capacity or if it would have authority to allocate 
the funds independently, or if final approval would rest with the governing body. The Mayor 
responded that the committee would serve in an advisory capacity and would make 
recommendations regarding appropriate projects, but that all final approvals would require 
action by the Mayor and Council through resolution. Mr. Patterson acknowledged the 
explanation and thanked the Mayor. 

There being no further comments, and hearing none from the public, a motion was made 
by Councilman O’Brien and seconded by Councilwoman Manna to close the public 
hearing. On roll call, all present voted in favor. 

7. Administrator's Report: Borough Administrator Donna Phelps announced that she would give her 
report during the Regular Meeting.   

8. Clerk's Report: Acting Clerk Stephanie stated she would give her report during the Regular 
Meeting.   

9. Old Business: NONE  

10. New Business:   

 
 

Resolution - Payment of Bills: 

 
 

Resolution - Accepting Resignation and Retirement of Michael Chenoweth: 

 
 

Resolution - Appointing Patrolman Malik Jenkins: 
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Resolution - Approving Hunter Metzler for Fire Department Member: 

 
 

Resolution - Approving Sebastian Chenery for Fire Department Member: 

 
 

Resolution - Renewing Shared Service with Monmouth Beach for Use of Vehicle by 
Fire Official: 

 
 

Resolution - Awarding a Contract for Abandoned Hydrant Removal to T.R. Weniger 
Inc.: 

 
 

Resolution - Awarding a Contract to Aspirant for Consulting Services for the 
Oceanport Police Department: 

 
 

Resolution - Renewing SCAT Agreement with Monmouth County for 2026: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing an Agreement with OPBOE for School Resource Officer: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing an Interlocal Agreement with OPBOE for Class III SLEOs: 

 
 

Resolution - Amending 2025 Budget for BOE SLEO III Shared Service: 

 
 

Resolution Tax Sale Certificate 09-00009: 

 
 

Resolution - Overpayment Refund for 79 Driftwood Circle: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing Competitive Contracting for 2026 Services: 

 
 

Resolution - Setting the Date for the 2026 Reorganization Meeting: 

 
 

Resolution - Appointing Christian J. Archinaco as Patrolman I: 

 
 

Resolution - Awarding a Contract to Fiore Paving for Crack Filling and Pot Hole 
Repair: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing a Contract with Shore BOE for Student Transportation 
2025-2026: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing a Shared Service Agreement with Monmouth Beach for the 
Provision of Financial and Tax Collector Services: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing the Mayor to Execute an Agreement with the PBA : 

 
 

Resolution - Amending Personnel Policies and Procedure Manual: 

 
 

Resolution -  Amending the Salary Resolution: 

 
 

Resolution - Re-Appointing Django Wiegers as Acting Construction Official : 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing a Salary Increase to Gianna Tafuri as per Employment 
Agreement: 

 
 

Resolution - Awarding a Contract to Fire Security Technologies Inc. for Fire Security 
Services : 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing an Exception of Chapter 267_Noise_for the Riverside 
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Avenue Project : 

 
 

Resolution - Awarding Contract to Home Depot for 2025 Goods and Services: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing The Purchase of Equipment Through East Coast 
Emergency Lighting: 

 
 

Resolution - Authorizing a Non-Fair & Open Contract to Jobs For Blue For Off Duty 
Police Billing and Collection Systems: 

 
 

Resolultion - Authorizing 2025 Budget Appropriation Transfer 12-4-2025: 

 
 

Resolution - Approving Escrow Funding Agreement with Netflix: 

 
 

Resolution - Approving Developer's Agreement with Netflix : 

 
 

Resolution - Approving Community Benefits Agreement with Netflix and NJEDA: 

 
 

Resolution - Approving Noise Exception (Netflix): 

11. Minutes:   

 
 

Mayor & Council Workshop Minutes 10-2-25: Mayor Tvrdik asked Councilman Gallo if 
he had time to review the minutes because he was absent. Councilman Gallo confirmed 
he has.  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman William Deerin 
SECONDER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Mayor & Council Regular Meeting Minutes 10-16-25:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilwomen Kara Manna 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

12. Mayor Tvrdik's Report: Mayor Tvrdik stated he would give his report in the Regular Meeting.   

13. Public Comments: There were no public comments.   

14. Adjournment:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
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MOVER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
SECONDER: Councilman William Deerin 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William 

Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
  

  

Respectfully submitted,   
   
Stephanie Kramer 
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT MAYOR & COUNCIL 
MINUTES ● REGULAR MEETING 
Clement V. Sommers Municipal Building 
910 Oceanport Way, Oceanport, NJ 07757 

 
JANUARY 22, 2026 at 7:00 PM 

 

1. Call to Order:   

2. Statement of Compliance with Open Public Meetings Act:   

3. Flag Salute, Statement to the Public:   

4. Roll Call:  
STATUS NAME, TITLE ARRIVED 
PRESENT: Councilman Richard Gallo 

Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
Councilman Michael O'Brien 
Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
Councilman William Deerin 
Councilwomen Kara Manna 
Mayor Thomas Tvrdik 

 

ABSENT:   
 
ALSO PRESENT: Stephanie Kramer, ActingBorough Clerk 

Katie Cassidy, Deputy Borough Clerk 
Andrew Bayer, Borough Attorney 
Donna M. Phelps, Administrator 
Catherine D. LaPorta, Chief Financial Officer 

 
  

5. PUBLIC COMMENT - Action Items Only: There were no public comments on Action Items.  

6. Discussion Item:   

 
 

Vacating Paper Streets within the Borough:  

Mayor Tvrdik introduced a discussion item regarding the potential vacation of paper streets 
within the Borough. He explained that the matter arose in connection with a Planning 
Board application on Port-au-Peck Avenue, where an applicant seeking to subdivide a 
property had inquired about the possibility of vacating an adjacent 10-foot Borough right-
of-way to assist with lot conformity. The Mayor noted that while such action would not fully 
resolve the applicant’s needs, it could provide additional width and square footage. 

The Mayor further reviewed other undeveloped paper streets within the Borough, including 
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portions of Iroquois Avenue, Onondaga Avenue, and Centennial Avenue, and discussed 
prior maintenance efforts, safety concerns related to overgrown or unmaintained areas, 
and potential future development impacts. He stated that the Borough has historically 
declined to vacate streets that provide water access and referenced prior instances where 
paper streets had been vacated. 

The Mayor also outlined the general process for vacating such rights-of-way, including 
offering the property to adjoining property owners, and noted how specific streets could 
potentially be divided among neighboring lots. He then opened the discussion to the 
governing body to determine whether there was interest in pursuing the matter further and 
whether to hear from the public or affected property owners. 

 
Christine Marks, 18 Centennial Avenue, addressed the governing body and inquired as to 
the intent of the paper street, specifically questioning whether it was intended to provide 
access for traffic to the property or to facilitate subdivision of the property as an interior lot 
rather than a corner lot for variance purposes. Mayor Tvrdik responded that the use of the 
paper street would be determined by the applicant. He explained that, based on the map, 
the portion of the paper street near Centennial Avenue would be offered to adjoining 
property owners, including Monmouth Park and Mr. Thomas Stothart Jr., and would not 
provide access to the applicant’s property. Rather, it would effectively eliminate access 
and instead provide the applicant with additional square footage and potentially an 
additional five to ten feet of width, depending on whether the adjoining property owner 
accepted or declined the offer. 
Councilman Gallo stated his concerns about the Port Au Peck section and who owns 
which side of the property. They had a discussion about the streets to vacate. Mayor 
Tvrdik explained that Iroquois Avenue would be divided between the adjoining property 
owners, including Mario Zolofra and the neighboring property owners, should they elect to 
accept it. He further stated that a portion of Onondaga Avenue would also be offered to Mr. 
Zolofra, with additional sections extending to 301 Shrewsbury Partners and the Borough of 
Oceanport, and noted that a small corner portion would be allocated to Newport Wood, 
Inc. Council President Cooper stated that she continues to have no interest in vacating any 
paper streets, Borough property, or rights-of-way, noting that doing so could set a 
precedent, and reaffirmed her position to oppose such actions.Councilman Deerin and 
Councilman Gallo agreed with Councilwoman Cooper.  
Councilman O'Brien brought up a discussion about adding value to the land and stated he 
would need more time to determine a final yes or no. Mayor Tvrdik noted that there is a 
house built on a paper street on River Street and Oceanport Ave and the Council at that 
time thought it was a good idea and that we should take these on a case-to-case basis. 
Councilwoman Manna stated that she agrees with Councilman O'Brien and needs more 
time. They concluded that they would explore this item in the future. 

7. Administrator's Report:  

Borough Administrator Phelps reported that, after 14 years of service, she stepped down from the 
MELJIF Executive Board and has accepted a position on the Central Jersey Health Insurance Fund 
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Board, noting that this role would assist her in managing employee medical benefits. She further 
reported that the Borough received a $330,000 reimbursement from the County for the open space 
grant associated with lighting improvements at Maria Gatta Park. 

Ms. Phelps also provided an update regarding a grant opportunity through the New Jersey Economic 
Development Authority (NJEDA) for film partner municipal infrastructure projects. She explained that 
the Borough was invited to apply for up to $500,000 in funding related to the Netflix development, but 
noted that the process involved tight and shifting deadlines. Initial proposals included a turf field near 
Borough Hall, expansion of the War Memorial, and electrical infrastructure improvements at Fort 
Monmouth, including the transfer of services to JCP&L and demolition of an unused substation. She 
stated that the turf field was later deemed ineligible, and alternative project ideas were requested on 
short notice. 

Ms. Phelps advised that, in consultation with the Mayor, potential alternative uses included roadway 
improvements to address increased traffic from the Netflix project, including the addition of sidewalks 
along Monmouth Boulevard and extending toward Comanche, Port-au-Peck Avenue, and Branchport 
Avenue. She indicated that she paused further submission until the matter could be presented to the 
governing body and noted that she would continue to pursue available funding opportunities, while 
acknowledging the challenges associated with the application process. Mayor Tvrdik stated that 
Monmouth Boulevard would be a key corridor for enhancing walkability, connectivity, and bikeability, 
noting that similar improvements had already been completed along Myrtle Avenue and that such a 
project could exceed the $500,000 grant amount. Borough Administrator Phelps added that NJEDA 
requires proposed projects to directly support the studio or film partner facility and address impacts 
related to the development, explaining that a prior attempt to justify a turf field project on that basis 
had been denied. She indicated that she would continue to explore whether the proposed 
improvements could meet the eligibility criteria. Borough Administrator Phelps stated that she and the 
Mayor met with each department head and their primary staff member to discuss the prior year and 
expectations for 2026, noting that the meetings took place the previous week. She commented that 
the meetings went well and were beneficial for both administration and staff. She further stated that 
there is an intention to hold additional meetings of this nature throughout 2026. The Borough 
Administrator concluded her report and invited any questions. 

  

8. Consent Agenda: Councilman Deerin requested clarification regarding the Monmouth Park Heliport 
letter. Mayor Tvrdik stated that the letter is a formality, noting that it is completed annually to permit 
approximately ten flights.  

 
 

Resolution #2026-38 - Payment of Bills:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
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Resolution #2026-39 - Authorizing a Salary Increase for Gianna Tafuri:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-40 - Appointing Thomas A. Fleming as Laborer in DPW:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-41 - Accepting the Resignation of Sharon O'Conner:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-42 - Accepting the Resignation of Alexander Boyce as Class II 
Officer:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-43 - Authorizing 2026 Budget Appropriation Reserve Transfer:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
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NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-44 - Authorizing An Emergency Temporary Appropriation-JCPL:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-45 - Authorizing An Agreement With JCP&L for the Installation of 
Electric Distribution Facilites:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-46 - Authorizing an Emergency Temporary Appropriation- 
Stormwater Drainage:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-47 - Authorizing a MOU Between FMERA and the Borough of 
Oceanport for Stormwater Infrastructure:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-48 - Awarding Contract to Colliers for Drainage Improvements:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
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MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-49 - Authorizing Colliers to Proceed with the Bidding Process for 
Drainage Improvements:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-50 - Authorizing Change Order #1- Final - 400 Area Parallel:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-51 - Authorizing Change #1- Final order - 2024 Road Program:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-52 - Authorizing Change Order #1- Final-Asbestos Abatement:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
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Resolution #2026-53 - Authorizing a Refund to FMERA for Balance of Contract for 
Asbestos Abatement and Demolition of FMERA Buildings:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-54 - Authorizing a Contract with Community Grants, Planning & 
Housing: 

 
 

Resolution #2026-55 - Authorizing a Contract with Community Grants, Planning & 
Housing to Servce as the Admin Agent:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-56 - Authorizing an Exception to Noise Ordinance- 2025 Road 
Program- Fiore Paving:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-57 - Authorizing Letter to NJDOT for Monmouth Park Heliport:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-58 - Approving Kevin A. Stout for Fire Department Member:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
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MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-59 - Appointments to Boards & Committees, Recreation:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-60  -Authorizing Competitive Contracting for a Turf Fields Sports 
Consultant:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-61 - Appointing Stacey La Bruno as Violations Clerk to the Court 
Office:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 

 
 

Resolution #2026-62 - Authorizing Snow Removal Contract:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Richard Gallo 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, 

William Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
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ABSTAIN: None 

9. First Reading Ordinances:   

 
 

Ordinance #1118 - Reducing Speed Limit along Port-Au-Peck Avenue from 40 MPH 
to 25 MPH:  
RESULT: ADOPTED (5 TO 1) 
MOVER: Councilwoman Patricia Cooper 
SECONDER: Councilwomen Kara Manna 
AYES: Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William Deerin, 

Kara Manna 
NAYS: Richard Gallo 
ABSTAIN: None 

10. Council Standing Committee Reports:   

 
 

Councilman Deerin - Parks and Recreation: Councilman Deerin commented that this is 
the slowest time of year for Parks and Recreation until the weather improves. He stated 
that a meeting was held the previous evening regarding scheduling for the upcoming year, 
noting that it went very well and that the schedule is shaping up positively. Councilman 
Deerin noted that Parks and Recreation had a very successful year last year and 
commended Kelly Burrough and her staff for their efforts, stating they did an excellent job. 
He expressed appreciation for their hard work and stated he is looking forward to the 
upcoming year. He added that if anyone has ideas for events or suggestions for changes, 
they should contact him. 

 
 

Councilman Gallo - Public Works and Engineering:  

Councilman Gallo stated that, based on the forecast for the upcoming weekend, 
preparation is essential for a potential storm. He noted that he visited the Department of 
Public Works earlier in the day and observed that all trucks were prepared and stocked 
with salt. Councilman Gallo stated that DPW Supervisor Steve Briskey provided a written 
update, which he read into the record. 

He reported that, due to investments made by the governing body and funded by 
taxpayers, the Oceanport Department of Public Works is in its strongest position to 
manage a snow event. He noted that employees have worked on snow equipment 
throughout the year and that staff have participated in meetings and training related to 
snow and ice removal, including the use of salt and brine, plow operations, and driver 
training. 

Councilman Gallo stated that once primary and secondary roads, as well as emergency 
service buildings including police, Borough Hall, fire stations, EMS, schools, and 
emergency parking areas are cleared, DPW divides the Borough into four zones. He 
explained that equipment is then assigned to each zone to continue snow removal and 
address icing conditions, while maintaining coverage on main and secondary roads. He 
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added that DPW will also respond to EMS and fire calls as needed to assist with roadway 
access. 

He further stated that residents can assist by removing vehicles, including boat trailers, as 
well as basketball hoops, garbage cans, and other items from roadways. He encouraged 
residents to shovel sidewalks and clear snow around fire hydrants near their properties. He 
also advised that snow and water should not be deposited into roadways, as this can 
create hazardous ice conditions. 

Councilman Gallo outlined available equipment, noting that DPW has three loaders with 
plows, three single-axle dump trucks, an additional single-axle dump truck with a plow, a 
masonry truck equipped with brine, four pickup trucks, a rack body truck, various walk-
behind snowblowers, and two ride-on lawn tractors with plows. He added that additional 
contractor equipment is on standby if needed for larger snow events. 

Councilman Gallo expressed his appreciation to DPW Supervisor Briskey and the DPW 
staff for their efforts and readiness ahead of the anticipated storm. 
 

 
 

Councilman Keeshen - Public Safety :  

Councilman Keeshen commented on the anticipated storm, emphasizing the importance of 
residents removing vehicles from roadways to assist with curb-to-curb plowing and to 
ensure access for emergency services. He also cautioned residents about the potential for 
power outages and advised that generators should not be operated inside garages. 

Councilman Keeshen commended the First Aid Squad following a recent call, noting that 
the Borough received an email praising their professionalism. He stated that the 
correspondence pertained to an incident on Sunday, November 2nd at the Park Loft, and 
summarized that the crew remained calm, professional, and focused while providing 
outstanding care until additional resources arrived. He noted the remarks of Derek Stitzel, 
who, as a medical professional, acknowledged the challenges of such situations and 
emphasized that volunteer EMS providers are essential to the community. Councilman 
Keeshen specifically thanked Jerry and Tony for their efforts and commended the entire 
Oceanport EMS organization for their continued dedication. 

He also expressed appreciation to Chief Grimes for recently appointing a task force on 
street lighting, noting that two qualified individuals have been assigned. Councilman 
Keeshen stated that residents should contact the Police Department if a street light is out 
so that the issue can be addressed with JCP&L. 

Councilman Keeshen reported that Oceanport will house one of three drones to be 
activated by the County radio room, with the others located in Middletown and Neptune. 
He noted that the drones will be dispatched and monitored remotely and will serve as an 
important resource for emergency services throughout the region. 

He further stated that cameras at Gatta Park are nearly operational, noting that Chief 
Grimes has been working with the County Sheriff’s Office on the project. He expressed 
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appreciation to the Sheriff for their support, adding that the cameras will also be monitored 
by the radio room. 

Mayor Tvrdik added that discussions with Sheriff Golden and Chief Grimes included plans 
to install cameras at Blackberry Bay Park as part of upcoming renovations, which will be 
integrated into the County system. He concluded by noting that there has been significant 
progress early in the year and expressed appreciation for the ongoing efforts. 
 

 
 

Councilman O' Brien - Finance and Administration : Councilman O’Brien stated that 
this is a very quiet time for Finance and Administration and noted that he did not have a 
report for the evening. 

 
 

Councilwoman Manna - Health and Human Services:  

Councilwoman Manna reported that there are numerous updates from the schools and 
began with water and environmental matters. She stated that ongoing water testing in 
Oceanport continues, noting that conditions in December made testing difficult, but efforts 
are resuming in January. She further stated that Water Watch was notified of a wastewater 
incident in the Navesink River near the Monmouth Boat Club, which is being monitored. 
She added that discussions are underway with marine professionals regarding water 
monitoring, quality conditions, and the potential installation of oyster reefs to help filter the 
river. Councilwoman Manna also noted that dredging of the Shrewsbury River has been 
completed. 

She reported that the Environmental Committee discussed several items, including Netflix 
construction, the use of temporary watering systems for stormwater solutions, impervious 
coverage concerns on individual properties, new construction, and dock and bulkhead 
reviews. She announced that the next Water Watch and Environmental Committee 
meeting is scheduled for February 9th at the Old Workhouse and that all are welcome to 
attend. She added that Mr. Mark Patterson and Dr. Barry are expected to provide updates, 
including information related to the School Board. 

Councilwoman Manna reported that initial preschool acceptance notifications for the 2026–
2027 school year were issued on Friday, January 16th. She stated that the district is 
awaiting a decision from the New Jersey Department of Education regarding funding for 
two additional free preschool classes, with an anticipated update in mid-March. 

She stated that the Oceanport Board of Education met the previous evening and approved 
the 2026–2027 school calendar, which is available in the meeting agenda online and will 
also be posted on the district website. She further noted that, in recognition of January as 
New Jersey School Board Recognition Month, the Board adopted a resolution honoring 
school boards statewide for their service. 

Councilwoman Manna reported that students in the gifted and talented program 
participated in the Future City Competition at Rutgers University, where one team received 
an award for most innovative infrastructure design, another for most organized city, and a 
third team placed seventh overall. She stated that the students will be formally recognized 
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at a future Board of Education meeting. 

She advised that work on the 2026–2027 school budget is underway, with the Financial 
Committee actively reviewing and developing the proposal. She noted that the tentative 
budget hearing is scheduled for March 18, 2026, and the final budget hearing for April 26, 
2026. She also reminded residents that schools will be closed on Monday, February 16th 
in observance of Presidents Day. 

Regarding Shore Regional High School, Councilwoman Manna reported that the Shore 
Players will present “Once Upon a One More Time” from March 13th through March 15th 
and March 20th through March 22nd, with ticket information available online. She also 
noted that the Council will recognize the three state championship teams from fall 2025 at 
the February 12th Council meeting, including girls track, girls field hockey, and girls soccer. 
She announced that the Shore Senior Fashion Show will take place on February 22nd, 
with additional details to follow. 

Councilwoman Manna further reported that a member of the Shore Student Council and an 
Oceanport resident was elected as New Jersey Student Council Vice President, calling it a 
significant achievement and a strong representation of the district. She also acknowledged 
Mr. Frank Pingitore, who was honored at the December Board of Education meeting for 
over 30 years of service upon his retirement. 

She concluded by encouraging residents to visit the Oceanport Library page on the 
Borough website for upcoming events and to review information from the Family Addiction 
Network, which recently hosted a meeting at the West Long Branch Community Center on 
healing from violence. 

 
 

Councilwoman Cooper - Planning and Development:  

Councilwoman Cooper reported that on January 12th she attended the Netflix “Lights, 
Camera, Fort Monmouth” closing ceremony, noting that several state, county, and local 
dignitaries were present, along with members of the public and Netflix executives. She 
stated that the event marked the closing of the property and the commencement of 
construction, which is already progressing quickly. Councilwoman Cooper commented that 
the ceremony was well executed and expressed appreciation to those within the Borough 
who contributed to the event, recognizing it as a significant accomplishment. 

She also discussed activity at Riverwalk, noting that several businesses are in the process 
of opening. She stated that Perkins is expected to be the next business to open and 
encouraged residents to support local small businesses, emphasizing their importance to 
the community’s continued vitality and success. 

11. Mayor Tvrdik's Report:  

Mayor Tvrdik reported on the recent Netflix closing ceremony held at the dance hall at Fort 
Monmouth, echoing the comments of Councilwoman Cooper. He stated that the amount of work 
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undertaken since the project was first introduced in early 2022 has been significant and noted the 
extensive teamwork and dedication from partners at the state level, the FMERA Board, and the 
Borough’s own team. He emphasized that reaching the closing date with such a complex project 
would not have been possible without the collective efforts of Borough employees, volunteers serving 
on boards, and elected officials. 

Mayor Tvrdik expressed appreciation for the individuals involved, specifically acknowledging Borough 
staff and team members for their contributions. He commented on the long-term benefits anticipated 
from Netflix’s presence in Oceanport, stating that while increased traffic is expected, the Borough will 
experience renewed activity and visibility. He remarked that Oceanport will be “on the map” and 
recognized more broadly in the years ahead. 

He also referenced a lighthearted interaction with the Governor during the event and noted the 
positive energy and collaboration among all partners involved, stating that such cooperation is not 
often seen. Mayor Tvrdik expressed that he was proud and grateful for the opportunity to represent 
Oceanport at the ceremony. 

Mayor Tvrdik further reported that on February 8th, at the Old Wharf House, Augie Zillinkar and Kyle 
Nagy will be recognized at their Eagle Court of Honor. He noted that Oceanport continues to produce 
Eagle Scouts and commended the strength of the local scouting program. 

He concluded by advising residents to remain safe during the anticipated storm, noting that conditions 
are expected to be severe. He stated that Borough officials and staff are accessible by phone and 
email and encouraged residents to reach out if assistance is needed. He also acknowledged the 
efforts of volunteers who support the community during such events. 

 
  

12. Public Comments:  

Fred Filippone, 21 Willow Court, addressed the Governing Body and began by thanking the Chief and 
his department for their assistance on numerous First Aid calls. He expressed appreciation to all 
involved. 

Mr. Filippone stated that his concern relates to vehicles parked on Borough streets during recent 
snowstorms. He noted that a trailer parked on or near his street created a hazardous condition, 
particularly in an area that freezes quickly, and stated that he nearly struck it. He commented that 
such obstructions hinder safe travel and can impact emergency response vehicles, noting that fire 
and first aid vehicles may have difficulty navigating in snowy and icy conditions. 

Mr. Filippone urged the Borough to take action to address vehicles left on the street during snow 
events, suggesting enforcement measures such as ticketing or towing to ensure roadways are 
properly cleared and remain safe. He concluded his remarks by reiterating the importance of keeping 
streets clear during significant snowstorms. Mayor Tvrdik responded that he and Chief Grimes spent 
a significant amount of time together earlier in the day and discussed enforcement measures related 
to vehicles on Borough streets during snow events. He stated that, beginning that evening, warning 
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notices will be placed on vehicles and that enforcement will be strictly applied. The Mayor noted that 
vehicles left on the street during a snowstorm will be subject to ticketing and that officials will also be 
knocking on doors to notify residents and ensure compliance.  

Bill Sverapa, 155 Comanche Drive, addressed the Governing Body and expressed support for the 
Mayor’s proposal regarding the installation of sidewalks. He suggested that the project be expanded 
to include a multi-use sidewalk to better accommodate pedestrians and cyclists, noting safety 
concerns due to increasing traffic. 

Mr. Sverapa stated that connectivity should be considered, including extending the sidewalk along 
Asbury Avenue to link with the proposed Netflix sidewalk. He further commented that, if feasible, the 
project could be expanded to include the peninsula area. He added that he would be supportive of 
such improvements even if they impacted his own property along Comanche Drive.  

Mayor Tvrdik responded that, as part of the current year’s road program, the Borough will be 
extending the sidewalk from Wyandotte Avenue along Comanche Drive. He stated that the 
improvement will run in front of the parking stalls at Blackberry, cross the entrance, and continue up 
to Mohican Avenue, noting that the project will stop there for now but represents a continued effort to 
expand connectivity. He commented that this concept had been suggested in prior years and 
emphasized that the Borough is progressing incrementally with a focus on public safety. 

The Mayor further stated that recent efforts have included reducing speed limits and improving 
walkability, particularly in connecting sidewalks to better link areas of the Borough. He noted that the 
improvements are being utilized by residents, including children. 

Mayor Tvrdik also referenced prior work on reducing the speed limit along Port-Au-Peck Avenue, 
noting increased development in the area and the importance of safety. He recounted a serious motor 
vehicle accident involving a family member at that intersection to illustrate the dangers of higher 
speeds. He explained that the difference between traveling 40 miles per hour and 25 miles per hour 
along that stretch equates to approximately 18 seconds, emphasizing that this minimal time 
difference is outweighed by the significant increase in safety. He urged consideration of these factors 
in future decisions regarding speed reductions and roadway safety.   

Gary LaBruno, inquired about the availability of remaining parcels at Fort Monmouth following the 
closing of the Netflix property, specifically asking how many parcels remain undeveloped or 
unassigned. 

Mayor Tvrdik responded that there is one parcel remaining that has not been committed. He stated 
that the parcel is located along Main Street, in front of the new substation, and is currently wooded. 
He noted that the parcel had been intentionally held in reserve in the event that additional expansion 
space was needed. The Mayor further stated that there are no immediate plans for the parcel and 
that it may potentially be conveyed to Oceanport for open space purposes. Councilman Keeshen 
motioned to close the public comments section and Councilman Deerin seconded.  

  

13. Adjournment:  
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RESULT: ADOPTED (6 TO 0) 
MOVER: Councilman Bryan Keeshen 
SECONDER: Councilman Michael O'Brien 
AYES: Richard Gallo, Bryan Keeshen, Michael O'Brien, Patricia Cooper, William 

Deerin, Kara Manna 
NAYS: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
  

  

Respectfully submitted,   
   
Stephanie Kramer 
ACTING BOROUGH CLERK 
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BOROUGH OF OCEANPORT 
ORDINANCE #1123  

 
ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH TO PURCHASE BLOCK 99, LOT 1  

FOR OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION PURPOSES 
 

WHEREAS, the Borough of Oceanport (the "Borough") established an Open 
Space Dedicated Trust Fund (the "Trust Fund") through the adoption of Ordinance 740-
2001 which authorizes the Borough to utilize the Trust Fund for the costs incurred in 
connection with the acquisition of land for open space purposes and for the acquisition 
of land for passive or active recreational purposes; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Planning Board adopted an Open Space and 

Recreation Plan (the "Open Space Plan") in September 2012 which established its Plan 
Goals and Objectives, in part, as long-term open space preservation and the acquisition 
of a projected natural area preserve of wetlands and woodlands; and 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to numerous statutory schemes, including but not limited to 

N.J.S.A. 40:61-1 and N.J.S.A. 40A:12-3 et seq., the Borough is authorized to acquire 
real property for open space purposes; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough believes it is in the best interest of the Borough to 

acquire a vacant land parcel for open space purposes on property designated as Block 
99, Lot 1 located on Elkwood Avenue for  $500,000 owned by Val Floors, Inc., 101 
Plaza Center, #178, Secaucus, New Jersey 07094 for its market value of $500,000 (the 
“Open Space Property”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough adopted Resolution #2026-125   authorizing the 

Borough to enter into a contract to purchase the Open Space Property from the 
respective property owners upon satisfaction of the conditions within these contracts 
including a contribution from Monmouth County in the amount of 75% of the purchase 
price, and the subsequent adoption of an ordinance as required by the Local Land and 
Buildings Law, N.J.S.A. 40A:12-1 et. seq.; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Borough Council believes it is in the best interest of the Borough 

to acquire the Open Space Property to further the goal of the Open Space Plan to 
create a natural area for active recreational purposes for the benefit of its residents. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Borough Council of the Borough 

of Oceanport, County of Monmouth State of New Jersey that it hereby authorizes the 
purchase of Block 99, Lot 1 for $500,000; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED as follows: 
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1. The findings set forth in the foregoing preamble are hereby incorporated as if fully 
restated. 

 
2. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute all transactional documents necessary to 
acquire the Open Space Property consistent with the foregoing, the form and 
substance of which shall be subject to the review and approval of Borough Attorney. 

 
3. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute all documents required by the Monmouth 
County Municipal Land Preservation Incentive Program to obtain Monmouth County's 
share of the purchase prices for the Open Space Property. 

 
4. The Mayor, Borough Clerk, Borough Attorney, Borough Administrator, and Chief 
Financial Officer are hereby authorized and directed to execute, file, and accept any 
and all such documents and undertake any and all such actions as may be reasonably 
necessary to effectuate the terms hereof, including the completion of closing and 
accepting title to the same. 

 
5. The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized to complete a bill payment for the 
purchase of the Open Space Properties upon her ability to certify as to the sufficiency of 
funds. 

 
6. All ordinances and resolutions, and parts of ordinances and resolutions which are 
inconsistent with provisions of this ordinance shall be, and are hereby, repealed to the 
extent of any such inconsistency. 

 
7. This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication in accordance with 
law.  

 
APPROVED ON FIRST READING 
DATED: April 9, 2026 

 
____________________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER 
Clerk of the Borough of Oceanport 

 
APPROVED SECOND READING 
DATED:  

 
_______________________________ 
STEPHANIE KRAMER   
Clerk of the Borough of Oceanport 
 
APPROVED BY THE MAYOR ON 
THIS ____ DAY OF _________, 
2026 
 
 

THOMAS J. TVRDIK, Mayor 
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